“| stopped seeking the pleasure of the people and then | was able to 
speak the truth.” 


Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal ablazy 
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“A person will always interpret everything he hears according to 1, 
light which dominates his heart.” |mam Al-Ghazzali RH 


The impression that is still indelible in the hearts of man is the effe, 
the Glorious Qur’an because it has brought truths to the world tha 
otherwise would have been contaminated or lost in the archives o/ 
history. The effect of the indelible impression of the Wisdom of th: 
Holy Qur’an can be gleaned from the book Mufti Ismail Satia has 
§ written on the Blessed Prophets (PBUH) and sages that illuminated: 
World too. It is the deep feeling of gratitude to Allah, the Subtle tha 
this book permeated my heart and dissolved all anxieties, alleviate: 
fears and gave me hope in the Ummah of Nabi Muhammad (PBUH 
because it is a concrete representation that the courageous life of 
‘predecessors still have an impact on our souls thereby, keeping 
nnected with Allah, the Wise and blessed lifestyle of the Sea! 
Prophets, Nabi Muhammad (PBUH). 


‘Taking Imam Al-Ghazzali’s view as a prism to understand this book, t 
clear the lives of all the Prophets (PBUH all) and the rightly guide 
predecessors were lives of courage, refined character and great 
confidence because their hearts were illuminated by their belief 
Allah, the Eternal. Therefore, in the opening | wish to begin affir: 
the life of Muhammad (PBUH) as the wholesome precursor to a 

our thinking and the Holy Qur’an as the fountain of inspiration. 


The all-encompassing Qur'an is the life of Nabi Muhammad (PBL 
and his actions reflect it. He spoke of all the Prophets (PBUH) an 
using the eternal flavour, Mufti Ismail wrote this book which wil 


enlighten your relationship with a history you know but, did not 
give enough attention too. Allah, the Encompassing says: 


“We narrate to you (O Muhammad) the narratives of the prophets, so 
that your heart may be strengthened by them.” — (Quran 11:120) 


Commentating on the above verse, the author of Bayan Al- Qur'an 
writes under the section of Masail Al-Suluk: 
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"This verse bears testimony to the fact that the narratives of the pious 
have a profound impact on the hearts, in terms of motivation, 
encouragement and rejuvenation. It is for the same reason our pious 
predecessors took time and pride to gather the tales of the saints of 
their era, so that it would motivate others and inspire them” 


In this regard, Mufti Ismail Satia has put together a combination of 
anecdotes and stories which are appealing to all segments of society, 
be it the academic minded, the average individual, the child or the 
adolescent, to provide that spiritual nourishment and motivation. It is 
in the conversational style of the narratives that these stories and 
anecdotes find appeal because, Mufti Ismail Satia keeps 

it contemporary. Almighty Allah mentions in the 12th Chapter of the 
Quran: 


AS sits ppasigo6ial 
“Indeed, in the narratives of the prophets, there are lessons for the 
intellectual." - (Qur'an 12:111) 


Indicating to us that we need to delve into it to learn thus, reading 
Mufti saheb’s book becomes the medium to attain the action of 
ayat/evidence from the Qur’an. 


The great Imam Shafi e (may Allah’s mercy be with him) said, 


2. 
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“Some people have died a physical death, but their legacy live, Op 


Surely, the legacy of the prophets and the pious continue. The boo, 
therefore, is a treasure chest for the believer to understand the sto,. 
to be the alchemy of guidance/hidayaat. Therefore, | am optimist;, 
the promises of Allah that He will make it beneficial for the reader 
the writer because, there is a sincere investment behind every wor, 
this book to be a means of spiritual beneficence. 


BUVa sidelJLlabls 


y My heart is impelled to implore Allah’s continuous guidance for wor, 
of this nature to continue forever because, it is a source of inspiratio: 
to the fainthearted, a jewel for the scholar, a delight for a child 
yearning for truth, a happiness to the depressed and a blessing f 

believer. 


Ss apl ENs ies 


“And that is not difficult for Almighty Allah.” - (Qur'an 14:. 


(Shaykh) Sulaiman Moola, South Africa — 


11 January, 2021 — 27 Jumad Al-Ula 1442 


Preface 


From Abu Sa’eed Khudri (Allah be pleased with him) Prophet 2 said, 
"Let not any of you belittle himself.” 


They said: “O Messenger of Allah, how could anyone of us belittle 
himself?” 


He said: “If he sees something concerning which he should speak out 
for the sake of Allah but does not say anything, Allah will say to him 
on the Day of Resurrection: 


‘What prevented you from speaking concerning such and such?” 
He will say: “Fear of the people.” 
Allah will say: “Rather, you should have feared me.” 
(Sunan Ibn Majah) 


This book is aimed at teenage boys, so from a young age they are 
empowered to be courageous and confident individuals. To fit this 
character profile, the first thing it entails is to be truthful and honests 
Honesty requires boldness and bravery and to show honesty ina ; 
moment of difficulty necessitates true courage. Lying is always the 
weak person's way out and as history has shown us, they will never Beam 
able to stand up for truth nor justice. As the famous saying goes, 
‘Violence spreads because of the silence of good people. ' 


My purpose is to empower boys and make real men of them. This 
should be instilled from a young age through the behaviour of the 
adults around them and upbringing in the home. My teacher once said, 
‘We cannot be, what we do not see.’ We see parents pamper and 
mollycoddle their boys in every way and of course, there is no harm in 
loving and nurturing your boys, but there are limits to the 
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He said: “If he sees something concerning which he should speak out 
for the sake of Allah but does not say anything, Allah will say to him 
on the Day of Resurrection: 


‘What prevented you from speaking concerning such and such?” 
He will say: “Fear of the people.” 
Allah will say: “Rather, you should have feared me.” 
(Sunan Ibn Majah) 


This book is aimed at teenage boys, so from a young age they are 
empowered to be courageous and confident individuals. To fit this 
character profile, the first thing it entails is to be truthful and honest. 
Honesty requires boldness and bravery and to show honesty in a 
moment of difficulty necessitates true courage. Lying is always the 
weak person's way out and as history has shown us, they will never be 
able to stand up for truth nor justice. As the famous saying goes, 
‘Violence spreads because of the silence of good people.’ 


My purpose is to empower boys and make real men of them. This 
should be instilled from a young age through the behaviour of the 
adults around them and upbringing in the home. My teacher once said, 
‘We cannot be, what we do not see.’ We see parents pamper and 
mollycoddle their boys in every way and of course, there is no harm in 
loving and nurturing your boys, but there are limits to the 
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overprotectiveness. Push them to be brave like the Prophets <2, t, 


exemplify chivalrous behaviour like the Sahabah (Allah be pleased \,, 


them) and encourage them to be gallant and noble like our 
predecessors. This begins with the most simplest of things - from t; 


daily clothing alone, a whole character is moulded and emulated. 7; 
wearing of skin-tight clothes, displaying the awrah (body parts), 


wearing clothes similar to those made for the opposite gender - al| 9; 


this defies and goes against the external necessary image of a youn, 
Muslim boy. 


More and more, there is a need for justice on all levels. We need bo, 
| who grow up to stand up for themselves, rectify the wrong they ar: 
ud exposed to in themselves, in their families and in their communiti: 
they're walking in the street and they see someone getting hara 
abused, they will not walk past nor be a bystander (or in this day 
age, a film producer!), rather, they will readily and willingly stop c:; 
evil, inequality and injustices in and around them. 


The Holy Qur’an speaks extensively about stories and the power! 
messages they contain with a whole surah, 'Al- Qasas', dedicate« 
this. And we all know the most authentic of stories are those of ' 
Prophets #, they contain the most lessons and are placed in th« 
Qur'an to reflect upon and take heed from. Hence, as an introdu 
have started with something beautiful | read which was written 
Shaykh Salman al-Ouda. | think it ties in very well with the storic 
have selected in the rest of the book, which will hopefully empc 
our young boys into becoming strong-minded, bold and confide 
men. Remember, you are braver than you believe, you are stro! 
than you seem and you are smarter than you think. 


Ismail ibn Nazir Satia (one who is in dire need of Allah’s forgiven 
mercy and pleasure), Blackburn. 1 Rajab 144: 


Shaykh Salman al-Ouda — Saudi Arabia (Shaykh Salman is a member of 
the International Union for Muslim Scholars and on its Board of 
Trustees. He is a director of the Arabic edition of the website Islam 
Today and appears on several TV shows and authors newspaper 
articles). 


The happiest people who ever lived on the face of the Earth were the 
Prophets @ 


This is even though they suffered more than anyone else. They had to 
endure severe persecution in delivering the message that Allah had 
entrusted them with. 


Beyond that, they were subjected to the same difficulties that all othe 
human beings suffer from, like illness, poverty, hunger, and thirst, amg 
often to a greater than usual degree. 


Once, Prophet Muhammad ™ suffered from a bad fever so that his 
forehead was drenched in sweat and he was quite visibly suffering. 


One of his Companions (Allah be pleased with him) said to him: 


“You are suffering from quite a severe illness.” 


The Prophet * replied: 


“Yes. | must endure illness to double the severity of the illnesses that 
you must endure.” (Bukhari) 
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Prophets @ 


This is even though they suffered more than anyone else. They had to 
endure severe persecution in delivering the message that Allah had 
entrusted them with. 


Beyond that, they were subjected to the same difficulties that all other 
human beings suffer from, like illness, poverty, hunger, and thirst, and 
often to a greater than usual degree. ; 


Once, Prophet Muhammad = suffered from a bad fever so that his 
forehead was drenched in sweat and he was quite visibly suffering. 


One of his Companions (Allah be pleased with him) said to him: 


“You are suffering from quite a severe illness.” 


The Prophet * replied: 


“Yes. | must endure illness to double the severity of the illnesses that 
you must endure.” (Bukhari) 


Starvation 


He also suffered from starvation. Once, during the time of persecy; 
the Prophet = came out from his home and found that Abu Bakr (4 
be pleased with him) and Umar (Allah be pleased with him) were 
outside. He asked them: 


“What brings you out at this hour?” 


They told him that it was hunger which brought them out. The Prop} 
then said: 


“By Allah, the same thing that has brought you out of your homes hy 
brought me out as well.” 


At times, like during the Battle of the Trench, the Prophet faced 
hunger so severe that he had to tie two stones to his stomach in ar 
attempt to relieve the pain (the stones would provide coolness t 
stomach). 


The Prophets all had to endure the persecution of their peop! 
account of the message Allah sent them with. However, The Pro; 
% hearts were strong. Moreover, they remained open-hearted 
magnanimous to the people and they persevered until their def 
were turned to victories. 


The beauty of their lives is startling. Despite what they had to e 
they knew more happiness and contentment than any other pe 
This can be seen in how they behaved and how they responded 
what they encountered in life. 


Contentment with Hardships 


We see this extraordinary contentment in the life of Prophet 
Muhammad most clearly when he faced the greatest of difficulties. 
For instance, once he went to spread the message of Islam to the 
people of Ta if. They not only rejected his call but had the children and 
ruffians of the town drive him away by pelting him with stones. 


He escaped from the city with his shoes soaked with his blood, and his 
body covered in blood and dirt. Once safely away from the city, he 
raised his voice to Allah in supplication: 


“O, Allah! | complain to You of my weakness, my lack of resources, 
and my weakness before the people. O Most Merciful of those who 
are merciful. O Lord of the weak and my Lord too. To whom have you 
entrusted me? To a distant person who receives me with hostility? Or 
to an enemy to whom you have granted authority over my affair? 


So long as you are not angry with me, | do not care. Your favour is of 
a more expansive relief to me. | seek refuge in the light of Your 
Countenance by which all darkness is dispelled and every affair of this 
world and the next is set right, lest Your anger or Your displeasure 
descends upon me. | desire your pleasure and satisfaction until You 
are pleased. There is no power and no might except with You.” 


Tests & True Faith 


True faith in Allah is what brings this kind of contentment 
and happiness to the hearts. This does not mean that life for the 
believer will be free of hardships. 


When we speak of the passage of time — when we speak of wee} 
months, years, and ages — we are speaking about life. The dead dc 
not experience time. Centuries go by and they are heedless of it a 
Allah has made this life a trial for the living. Allah says: “He who 
created death and life to test which of you would be best in 


deeds.” (67: 2) 


} Life is a test for believers and disbelievers alike. It is a test for sinner 
as well as for the virtuous. Everyone is being tested as long as they 
alive. 

But Allah did not leave us in this world on our own. He sent the 
Prophets “and the scriptures to us to illuminate our way throu 
This guidance is not only to show us how to attain happiness in t 
Hereafter, but it is also for this life. 


Many people think religion is only about the Hereafter, that its | 
is limited to the next life. The truth is that just like religion show 
the way to attain Allah’s pleasure and the reward of Paradise, it 
way by which a believer realises true contentment and a happy 
in this world as well. True happiness can only come from faith a 
knowledge of Allah. 


Allah says: “Is the one whose heart Allah has opened to Islam s« ‘hat 
it has enlightenment from Allah (no better than one who is ha: 
hearted)? Woe to those whose hearts are hardened against 
remembering Allah!” (39:22) 
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Narrated ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab (Allah be pleased with him): | heard 
Allah's Messenger (#2) saying, “The reward of deeds depends upon 
the intentions and every person will get the reward according to 
what he has intended. So whoever emigrated for worldly benefits or 
to marry a woman, his emigration was for what he emigrated for." 

(Bukhari) 


Allamah Khattabi (Allah have mercy upon him) states it was the 
practise of the pious predecessors when authoring a book to start with® 
the above Hadith. AbdulRehman ibn Mahdi (Allah have mercy upon q 
him) used to say, “Those who wish to write a book should write this 
Hadith first. lf not, at least recite this Hadith before writing.” He 
further says, “If | were to author a book, | would write this Hadith at 
the beginning of every chapter.” This would be so that if his intention 
changed during the process of writing the book, it can be rectified: 
Mulla Ali Qari (Allah have mercy upon him) has stated a similar quote 
and Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) put this Hadith first for 
the same reason. 


| have heard Shaykh Muhammad Saleem Saheb Dhorat (Allah lengthen 
his shadow) comment in a lecture of Bukhari Shareef that, many Ulama 
say this hadith is 25% of our religion. 


Prophet Ibraheem * 


As Muslims around the world arrive for the sacred Hajj pilgrimage o, 


period, we must remind ourselves of the story behind Hajj. It all be; 
with our father, Prophet Ibraheem & one of the greatest of God’: 


from, and through which Prophet Ibraheem & became an exemplar 
for mankind. Through his sincere submission and unflinching faith, } 
oa 


came to be known as The Friend of Allah & 
_ AProphet is born 


In the kingdom of Babylon, idols were worshipped as though they w; 
gods. Ibraheem’s #2 father Azar was a well-known sculptor and h. 
would craft idols from stone or wood. As a child, I|braheem would 
watch his father work, often using the finished idols as plaything 
ibraheem # couldn’t understand why people were worshipping the 
ornaments of stone in the temples. His father explained that the 
statues represented gods and people would offer them food and ot! 


were false. He would often question, ‘how could statues of wo 
stone be gods?’ Considering the statues would have no power | 
either benefit or harm, being mere objects. 


Ibraheem & hears the voice of God 
One night, Ibraheem # travelled up to a mountain to watch t! 
and observe nature. A while later, Ibraheem # heard a voice 


him — it was none other than his Lord, Allah. He commanded | 
# to submit and become a Muslim. Trembling, Ibraheem & f 


Sai. 


prepare for fasting, prayer and charitable giving during the Dhul k,, 


creations. His life was filled with tribulations, all of which we can lea; 


gifts whilst asking for favours. This explanation didn’t satisfy !braheer 
& in his heart, he felt that it was wrong. As he grew older, Ibraheen 
#3 became even more convinced that the idols his people worshippex 


ground. He prostrated himself before Allah, crying out: “| submit to the 
Lord of the universe!” 


Eventually, he got to his feet and made his way back home. Ibraheem’s 
% life was forever transformed — and his heart was filled with great 
peace. 


lbraheem & tries to spread the word of Allah 


ibraheem @@ now had a brand new mission — to call his people to the 
Truth and help them accept Allah as their one true God. First, he 
turned to his father whom he loved so dearly. 


Angrily, his father rejected Ibraheem’s & request and told his son to 
get out of his sight. Undeterred, Ibraheem & decided to channel his 
efforts towards bringing the people of his town towards the message 
of Allah, but they rejected his words and threatened him with violence. 
lbraheem Was given the inspiration to adopt a different approach to 
change the hearts and minds of his people. 


lbraheem’s & plan 


On the eve of a big celebration, Ibraheem #2 knew that the townsfolk 
would be leaving to share a huge feast. When they had left, Ibraheem 
went into their temple to carry out a prophetic mission: to demolish 
their idols; except one, the largest idol, so that he could explain to 
them the error of their ways. 


When the townspeople returned, they were horrified. Their idols layin 
ruins. They quickly remembered that Ibraheem #3 had been 

encouraging them to worship Allah alone and to submit to the 
monotheistic faith of Ibraheem #2. They asked him: “Are you the oné 
who has done thise” Ibraheem said, “No! This statue, the biggest of 
them all has done it! Ask them about it!” The townspeople replied: 
“You know they cannot speak!” And Ibraheem said: “Then how can 
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you worship things that can neither speak nor see. They can’t eve, 
protect themselves. Have you all lost your minds?” 

They were silent, knowing that Ibraheem & had made a valid poin; 
but their pride wouldn’t allow them to reject the idols they'd been 
worshipping for generations. Anger surged in the crowd. 


The miracle of the fire 


The crowd bayed for Ibraheem # to be burned. They wanted rever 
for the damage to their idols and only Ibraheem’s & blood would dy 
The decision to burn him alive was sanctioned by Namrood, the king 
Babylon, and his priests. News travelled fast and thousands of peop 


from all over the kingdom arrived to witness the execution. A huge p; 


Was dug in the ground and filled with wood. It was the biggest fire 


anyone had ever seen. Ibraheem & was shackled, his hands and feet 


Chained tightly together, and he was fitted into a giant catapult that 


would throw him in the fire. At that moment, Ibraheem was visited | 


the Angel Jibreel, who said: “Is there anything you wish for?” 


lbraheem # replied that his only wish was for Allah to be pleased wi 
him. He could’ve asked for anything, but instead of begging for his |i 


to be saved, he chose to ask for the blessing of God. 


Allah would not allow the Prophet # to be executed. He ordered th 


fire to be nothing but cool and peaceful for Ibraheem € and t! 
obeyed, burning only Ibraheem’s & chains. Ibraheem & walk: 
the fire without a bead of sweat upon his skin or hint of smoke 
from his clothing. Spectators gasped in amazement, crying: 
“Ibraheem’s & God has saved him from the flames!” 


Moral 


We can see from this story that the Prophet Ibraheem & was | 
enough to stand up against his father and the whole town to ; 
oneness of Allah. As a young boy, Ibraheem # was blessed wi 
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wisdom and courage to understand the difference between right and 
wrong. Sometimes, we may also have to face difficulties with our 
family, they may be on the wrong track, our parents may be 
committing haram and we must correct them and refute them with 


wisdom and patience. 


Prophet Ibraheem = & Namrood 


Zaid ibn Aslam (Allah have mercy upon him) related that Namrood had 
great supplies of food, and people would go to seek provision from 
him. Prophet Ibraheem ™ was one of those who went to him, and 
6 6 a ~ . : between him and Namrood there took place the famous debate that 
Stand firm for justice as witnesses for Allah related in the Qur'an: “Have you not looked at the one who 


oy < argued with Abraham about his Lord (Allah), because Allah had given 
Allah even if It Is against yourselves, him a kingdom? When Abraham said (to him), ‘My Lord is the one 


your parents or close relatives Be th who gives life and causes death.’ He said, ‘I give life and cause death.’ 
4 Cy Abra said, ‘indeed, Allah causes the sun to rise from the East; so 


rich or poor, Allah is best to ensure the;, _causeit torise from the West.’ So the disbeliever was utterly 
dumbfounded. And Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people." 


interests. Sodo not let your desires —_ 2.258) 
cause you to deviate from justice. If you Namrood didn't give Ibraheem = any food, so on his way home he 
distort the testimony or refuse to give it went to a Sand-hill and filled two sacks with dirt to preoccupy his 


family. When he returned home, he put down his possessions and them 


then know that Allah is certainly All- leaned on Something and fell asleep. His wife, Sarah, went to the two | 


yy 9 sacks and found them to be filled with good food. With that food, she» 
Aware of what you do. . began to cook. When Ibraheem © woke up, he was surprised tofind 
the food that she had prepared. He said, "Where did you get this 
(4: 135) frome” She said, “From the food that you brought with you.” lbraheem — 


= knew that it was Allah who provided that provision for them: Then: a 
Allah sent an angel to the aforesaid tyrant king (Namrood), ordenng: a 
him to believe in Allah, but he refused. The angel called him te believe 
a second time, and he refused again; then a third time, and still he ; 


refused. 


The angel said, "Gather your armies and | will gather mine.” Namroog: a 
gathered his army together at the time of sunrise, and Allah sentig 995 
him mosquitoes, so many, that the people of the army could not eVem 4 


66 Stand firm for justice as witnesses fo, 
Allah even if it is against yourselves 

your parents, or close relatives. Be they 

rich or poor, Allah is best to ensure the, 
interests. So do not let your desires 

cause you to deviate from justice. If yo, 

distort the testimony or refuse to give it 
then know that Allah is certainly All- 

Aware of what you do. ay, 


(4:135) 


Prophet Ibraheem ™ & Namrood 


Zaid ibn Aslam (Allah have mercy upon him) related that Namrood had 
great supplies of food, and people would go to seek provision from 

him. Prophet Ibraheem @ was one of those who went to him, and 
between him and Namrood there took place the famous debate that 
Allah related in the Qur'an: “Have you not looked at the one who 
argued with Abraham about his Lord (Allah), because Allah had given 
him a kingdom? When Abraham said (to him), ‘My Lord is the one 


who gives life and causes death.’ He said, ‘I give life and cause death.’ a 
Abraham said, ‘Indeed, Allah causes the sun to rise from the East; so 
cause it to rise from the West.’ So the disbeliever was utterly i ; 
dumbfounded. And Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people." sf 
(2:258) Lae 


Namrood didn't give Ibraheem ™ any food, so on his way home he 
went to a sand-hill and filled two sacks with dirt to preoccupy his 
family. When he returned home, he put down his possessions and then 
leaned on something and fell asleep. His wife, Sarah, went to the two 4 
sacks and found them to be filled with good food. With that food, she 
began to cook. When Ibraheem ™ woke up, he was surprised to find 
the food that she had prepared. He said, "Where did you get this 
from?” She said, “From the food that you brought with you." Ibraheem 
knew that it was Allah who provided that provision for them. Then 
Allah sent an angel to the aforesaid tyrant king (Namrood), ordering 
him to believe in Allah, but he refused. The angel called him to believe 
a second time, and he refused again; then a third time, and still he 
refused. 


The angel said, “Gather your armies and | will gather mine." Namrood 
gathered his army together at the time of sunrise, and Allah sent to 
him mosquitoes, so many, that the people of the army could not even 
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see the sun. Then Allah gave power to the mos 
ate their flesh and blood, leaving them as deco 
those mosquitoes entered into the nostrils oft 
Allah punished him by it, and he was in SO muc 
continually hit his head against objects (hoping 
exit or simply because of sheer madness that re 
until he finally died. 
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Moral 


This story reminds us of the narration of the Prophet « 
said: “If you rely on Allah with due reliance, Allah wil] 
He does for the birds; they leave with empty stomach 
and return full at dusk.” In this story is a sign of Allah's 
He removed the tyrant Namrood by one of the weakes 
mosquito. There is also another benefit in that Namro 

even when an angel called him to believe, this is an j 
reflect upon as many non-Muslims asked our Prophet = 
an angel appear before me if your religion is true?” We s 
an angel appeared before you if your heart is sealed like 
then you still won't believe. 
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660 you who have attained 
faith, be mindful of Allah and 
speak for justice. 7? 


(33:70) 


Prophet Ayyub & 


Ibn Ishaq (Allah be pleased with him) said that the Prophet Ayyut 
& was Roman. His lineage was Ayyub Ibn Moos Ibn Razih Ibr 


all). However, others said that his lineage was Ayyub ibn Moos ibr 
Ra‘ooeel ibn ‘Ees ibn Ishaq ibn Ya’qoob (the peace and blessir 
Allah be upon them all). 


Ibn Asakir reported that his mother was the daughter of Loot 
said that his father was among those who believed in Ibraheen 
the day he was thrown in the fire and was to be burnt but survivec 
However, of all these opinions, the first opinion is the most po; 
because he was from the progeny of Ibraheem =. This is seer 
saying of Allah: 


“.. and from his offspring Dawood, Sulayman, Ayyub, Yusuf, Viooso 
and Haroon...” (6:84) 


In this verse, the pronoun ‘his’ is referring to Ibraheem = anc 
Nooh &. 


Allah said: “And Ayyub, when he called to his Lord, saying ‘Harm has 
inflicted me and You are the Most Merciful.’ So We answered ).™ 
and removed his affliction and We gave him his family and the ‘ke 0 
them with them, as a mercy from Us and a reminder to Worsh er: 
(21:83-84) 


And in Surah Saad: 

“And mention Our slave Ayyub when he called his Lord, ‘The S' tar 
has afflicted me with distress and torment.’ [Allah said], ‘Stri! 

your foot, this is [a spring of] water to wash in, cool and a 
[refreshing] drink.’ And We gave him his family and the like t! 


Ishaq Ibn Ibraheem (the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon ther 


as a mercy from Us and a reminder to those who understand.’ And 
take in your hand a bundle of thin grass and strike therewith and do 
not break your oath.” Truly, We found him patient. How excellent a 
slave. Verily, he was ever oft-returning in repentance.” (38:41-44) 


Qur’anic exegetes, historians and others said that Ayyub & was a 
wealthy man Who owned all kinds of wealth such as cattle, sheep, 
servants and Vast property in a place called Hooran. He also had many 
children and a large family. Then all of this was taken away from him. 
His body was inflicted with different kinds of diseases to such an extent 
that no part of his body was healthy except his heart and tongue with \ 
c 


which he remembered Allah. Throughout this, he remained patient 

and remembered Allah all the time, during the night and day, and in 

the morning and the evening. 

His illnesses prolonged for such a long time that even his friends 
deserted him and his relatives stayed away from him. He was expelled 
from his town and thrown upon a dunghill. Everybody left him except 
his wife who fulfilled her duties. She did this because of the many good 4 
times she had with him and due to her compassion for him. She used 
to come to him and help him out in his necessities. It came to sueh an 
extent that she became weak and her money almost finished. She Was = 
in such a difficult situation that she started working to earn wages in m 
order to provide for her husband. She remained patient with him even | 
through his illness and when they were inflicted with loss of money 
and children. May Allah be pleased with her. 
It is established in an authentic hadith that the Prophet & said: 


"The most severely tried among the people are the Prophets. Then 
after them the righteous and then the likes and so on." And He * 
said: “And man is put to trial according to the strength of his religion 
thus if his religion was strong, his trial increased." 


(Ahmad, vol 1, p. 172) 


Prophet Ayyulr # 


Ishag Ibn Ibraheem (the Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon ther 
all). However, others said that his lineage was Ayyub ibn Moos ib; 
Ra‘ooeel ibn ‘Ees ibn Ishag ibn Ya’qoob (the peace and blessing 


Allah be upon them all). 


Ibn Asakir reported that his mother was the daughter of Loot 

said that his father was among those who believed in Ibraheen 
_ the day he was thrown in the fire and was to be burnt but survivec 
However, of all these opinions, the first opinion is the most popula; 
because he was from the progeny of Ibraheem ™. This is seen int 


saying of Allah: 


“.. and from his offspring Dawood, Sulayman, Ayyub, Yusuf, Moose 
and Haroon...” (6:84) 


In this verse, the pronoun ‘his’ is referring to Ibraheem = and 
Nooh &. 
Allah said: “And Ayyub, when he called to his Lord, saying ‘Harm ha; 
inflicted me and You are the Most Merciful.’ So We answered him 
and removed his affliction and We gave him his family and t! 
them with them, as a mercy from Us and a reminder to Wors 


(21:83-84) 


pers 


And in Surah Saad: 
“And mention Our slave Ayyub when he called his Lord, ‘The 


has afflicted me with distress and torment.’ [Allah said], ‘Str 
your foot, this is [a spring of] water to wash in, cool and a 
[refreshing] drink.’ And We gave him his family and the like t 
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Ibn Ishaq (Allah be pleased with him) said that the Prophet Ayyup ; 
#2 was Roman. His lineage was Ayyub Ibn Moos Ibn Razih Ibn ‘Ee; ; 


Ke of 


as a mercy from Us and a reminder to those who understand.’ And 
take in your hand a bundle of thin grass and strike therewith and do 
not break your oath.” Truly, We found him patient. How excellent a 
slave. Verily, he was ever oft-returning in repentance.” (38:41-44) 


Qur’anic exegetes, historians and others said that Ayyub & was a 
wealthy man who owned all kinds of wealth such as cattle, sheep, 
servants and Vast property in a place called Hoordan. He also had many 


and remembered Allah all the time, during the night and day, and in 
the morning and the evening. 

His illnesses prolonged for such a long time that even his friends eA 
deserted him and his relatives stayed away from him. He was expelled 
from his town and thrown upon a dunghill. Everybody left him except 
his wife who fulfilled her duties. She did this because of the many good 
times she had with him and due to her compassion for him. She used” 
to come to him and help him out in his necessities. It came to such an 
extent that she became weak and her money almost finished. She was 
in such a difficult situation that she started working to earn wages in 
order to provide for her husband. She remained patient with him even 
through his illness and when they were inflicted with loss of money 
and children. May Allah be pleased with her. 
It is established in an authentic hadith that the Prophet & said: 


children and a large family. Then all of this was taken away from him. ; q 
His body was inflicted with different kinds of diseases to such an extent y 
that no part of his body was healthy except his heart and tongue with ¢ 
which he remembered Allah. Throughout this, he remained patient é 


"The most severely tried among the people are the Prophets. Then 
after them the righteous and then the likes and so on." And He = 
said: “And man is put to trial according to the strength of his religion 


thus if his religion was strong, his trial increased." 


(Ahmad, vol 1, p. 172) 


Imam Mujahid (Allah have mercy upon him) is reported to have 


that the Prophet Ayyub # was the first to be inflicted by smallpo, 
Historians and scholars differ with regards to the length of time h, 


suffered. |mam Wahb ibn Munabbih (Allah have mercy upon h 
that he suffered for three years, not more not less. Anas (Allat 


pleased with him) on the other hand, said that he suffered for at 
seven years and a few months. Humayd (Allah have mercy upon} 
said that the period was eighteen years. The severity of the disease, 


been described by Imam Suddi that it was so severe, that his fle 
dropped from his body and nothing remained on him except | 
and muscles. His wife used to bring ashes and spread it under 
When the trial went for long, she said, "O' Ayyub, if you pray t 
Lord, He will free you from this suffering." He answered, "| hav: 


for seventy years as a healthy person, so can | not be patient f 


for another seventy years?” She worked for people to earn r 
order to feed Ayyub #2. (Tafseer at-Tabari, vol 23 p.107) 


However, the people then started to be cautious of her and di 
employ her because they knew that she was the wife of Ayyu! 
because of that, they too might get infected by the same illn: 
be put to the same trial. So when she did not find anybody to 
work, she went to some of the daughters of high society and 
of her plaits in return for plenty of food. When she came to A 
with food, he asked her where did she get the food from. He 
his disapproval but she said, "| worked for the people.” The fi 
day she did not find anyone who gave her work so she sold t! 
plait in return for food. She then brought it to Ayyub #2. Thi: 
Ayyub # swore that he would not eat the food till she tells ! 
where she has got it. At that, she removed her headscarf. W! 
#3 saw her head had been shaved, he supplicated to Allah: 
“And Ayyub when he called his Lord [saying], ‘Harm has infli 


and You are the Most Merciful.’” (21:83) 


imam Ibn Abi Hatim (Allah have mercy upon him) reported on the 
authority of Abdullah ibn “Ubayd ibn Umayr (Allah have mercy upon 
him) who said: “Ayyub had two brothers. One day, they came to him 
but they could not go near him because of the bad smell which came 
from his body. So they stood at a distance and one of them said to 
another, If Allah knew any good in Ayyub, He would not have put him 
to this trial.” This grieved Ayyub #2 so much that he never got such 
grief before: He supplicated, “O’ Allah, if you know that | never spent a 
night with a full'stomach if | knew someone hungry in that night, then 
prove me true. SO he Was proved true and a voice came from heaven 
confirming his truth that was heard by the two brothers. He then 
supplicated further, O” Allah, if You know that | never had two shirts if 
| knew that Someone did not have clothes, then prove me true.’ Again, 
he was proved true from the heavens while the brothers were 
listening: Finally, he supplicated, ‘O’ Allah, | seek help from Your 
Honour. When'saying that, he fell in prostration and said, ‘O’ Allah, By 
Your Honour, | will never lift my head till you cure me of my suffering@am 


Then he did not lift his head till he was cured.” 


Imam !bn Abi Hatim (Allah have mercy upon him) reported on the 
authority of “Abdullah ibn “Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) who said: 


“Allah dressed Ayyub #@ in a dress from Paradise, then he went aside 
and sat ina corner. His wife came and did not recognise her husband, 
So she asked, O* slave of Allah, where did the afflicted person go who 
was here? am afraid that dogs or wolves have eaten him.’ She kept 
speaking to Ayyub & for some time and then he finally said to her, 
‘What is Wrong with you, | am Ayyub, Allah has indeed returned to mé 
my body.’” 

ibn Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) said: “Allah returned to him his 


wealth and children and others twice as many as them.” 


Imam Ibn Abi Hatim (Allah have mercy upon him) reported tha; y 
returned to you your family and your wealth, and the like of thep. 


you in it and offer sacrifice on behalf of your companions and see, 
forgiveness for them for verily they disobeyed me concerning yo 


It is narrated on the authority of Abu Hurayrah (Allah be pleased with } 
golden locusts. Ayyub began collecting them with his hands and 


satisfied and full?’ He said, ‘O’ Lord, who will feel full from Your 


Pld 


i Mercy: 


In another narration on the authority of Abu Hurayrah (Allah bé 
pleased with him) that the Prophet w: 
“While Ayyub was bathing, golden locusts dropped on him, so he 


did | not give you enough, so what do you do?’ Ayyub said, ‘Yes my 
Lord but there is no sparing from your blessings for me.” 
“Strike with your foot” was the divine order. So Ayyub & did a 
ordained and struck the earth with his leg. Allah then caused a 
spring of water to gush forth and ordered him to take a bath 
from it. Allah then removed his suffering and pain, his illness. 
diseases that were both visible and hidden on his body and r 
that with a healthy body, both visible and hidden. Allah also : 
handsome and gave him abundant wealth, to the extent that golder 
locusts rained on him. 


verily he was patient.” (38:44) 


ibn Munabbih (Allah have mercy upon him) said: “Allah reveale, Bi ; 
"sworn that he would Whip his wife one hundred lashes. It is said that 


along with them. So take a bath from this water, for there is acy,.. 


| her some medicines for Ayyub. When she came and informed Ayyub, 


that the Prophet & said: “When Allah cured Ayyub & He rained on; ‘ 


putting them in his clothes. It was said to him, ‘O’ Ayyub, are yoy, 


began collecting them in his clothes. So his Lord called him, ‘0’ Ay, 


Allah said: “And take in your hand a bundle of reeds and strike with’ 
and do not break your oath. And We found him patient, a good slav 


This speaks aboutaliah’s mercy upon Ayyub #2 when Ayyub &@ had 


he made the oath because she sold her plaits. It is also said that 
Shaytan came to her disguised as a doctor (physician) and described to 


he knew it Was Shaytan and subsequently swore that he would whip 
her one hundred lashes. 


When Allah cured him, He told him to take a bundle of reeds, bunch 
them together as one and then to hit her only once. This one hit was 
considered one hundred, thus he could fulfil his oath this way. This was 
a Way out and relief for the one who feared Allah and obeyed Him, 
especially with respect to his wife who bore his illness patiently and 

had hope. She Was a pious, righteous and rightly guided woman. Allah 
be pleased with her. 


Allah also returned his family as He said, “We gave to him his family 
and the like of them with them.” (21:84) 


it is said that Allah brought his children back to life. Some others said : 
that Allah gave him other people in place of those who had died. In the 
Hereafter Allah will gather them all together. With regards the part of 
the verse, “A mercy from us,” (21:83-84) it means that Allah removed 

his hardships and cured him from whatever he had as a mercy and | 


grace. 


The end of the verse, “And a reminder to worshippers” means that 
what happened to Ayyub = is a reminder and a lesson for all those” 
who are put to trial concerning their bodies, wealth, and family. All ; 
such people should take the example of the Prophet of Allah, Ayyub S & 
who was tried by Allah with something greater than what others Would | 
be inflicted with and despite that, he was patient and had hope that e 


Allah would cure him of that. 


Ayyub & lived in the Roman land for a further se 
affliction. He preached to them the religion of M 
However, after his death they changed the religi 


venty Y€ars 
Onothe 
On. 
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Imam Ibn Jareer (Allah have mercy upon him) 
that when Ayyub & died, he was ninety-three 
said that he lived longer than that. Before hep 
entrusted his mission to his son Hawmal and a 
Bishr. Many people claim that he was Dhul Kifl 


and Others mer 
years old. Som 
assed aWay, ha 


me geek comfort 
in patience and Fe 
| prayer. Allah is 


tio, ~ 
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Moral 


The story of Prophet Ayyub & is one which is filled with 
to ponder over. The virtue of patience and Courage is sh 
Prophet Ayyub & through some of the direst situations 
come across in life. We must also remember and reflect 
be close to Allah, trials and tests will come from Him. Be 
steadfast, hold on tight to the rope of Allah. Man Y Of US aroung th. 
world are going through some sort of illness and sicknes S, be it me, 
or spiritual. These things tear a person’s life apart. Such peopl. its } 
ponder and contemplate on the life of Ayyub & and take solg 
knowing that Allah is with you, He will not desert you, He doe;, ay 
sleep nor slumber. 


lessons a‘ 


Own to us; 


that one... 


if Wwe Wants. 
Patient o, 


truly with those 7 
who are patient/- 


(2:153) 


Prophet Dawud & 


battle-hardened group of people called the Philistines. 


few hundred soldiers on their side and the Philistine army had 
thousands. The leader of the Philistine army was a huge and fier 


brave, even though he was still so young. He stepped forward and 
“| will fight Jalut.” The leader of the army said, “You are too yc 
was reluctant to let Dawud # fight Jalut and asked his soldier 
anyone else would volunteer. When no one else stepped forw 
leader finally agreed to let Dawud & fight Jalut. 


When Jalut saw Dawud & come towards him, he exclaimed ‘ 

fight such a young and weak boy.” Dawud & had no sword o: 
not even a shield. He only had a slingshot as a weapon. He p: 
Allah and asked for His help. Then he was readqy to fight. Daw 
loaded the slingshot with a small stone. He pulled the sling b 
as it would go, aimed, and released it. 


4 


The small stone went zooming through the air and hit Jalut d 
his forehead. Jalut fell to the ground with a thunderous nois: 
young boy, armed with nothing but a slingshot and a small st 
for Allah’s help and defeated the mighty warrior Jalut, leade: 
Philistines! The Banu Israeel then fought the Philistine army 


From the story of Prophet Musa & we learned how the Banu Isr3q, 
escaped from Egypt, and were left wandering in the desert aroung 
Palestine. Dawud & was of the people of Banu Israeel. When he y 
still very young, he joined the army of Banu Israeel who were planp,,. 
to fight the people of Jerusalem so that they could enter the holy ~ 
and live there. At that time, the people of Jerusalem were a strong 


‘S Moral 


' {have always remembered this story since | was a young boy in 


The Banu Israeel were scared of fighting the Philistines; they had on) 


strong man called Jalut, or Goliath. The Banu Israee! were terrified 
when they saw Jalut’s strength and size. But Dawud #2 was incredit 


"the battle, even th 


. q primary school, even though | heard the biblical version then. The story 6 
~“ |) is brimming with Iman and trust in Allah SWT, from a young boy so ¥ 
| tenderin'age: We must also teach our boys to have faith in Allah SWT { 
| alone, they must learn to stand up to bullies and the tyrants of the 2 jx 
"time. It’s not always about physical strength, the young boy Dawud & 4 


| only had a slingshot but defeated a mighty warrior. Islamic history v3 
repeatedly shows Muslims didn’t always have greater numbers and md 

mighty strength. Rather, it was the faith in Allah that made them ) 

victorious. 


{ Ena (May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger 
» of Allah & said: "There lived a king before you and he had a court 

| magician. As he (the magician) grew old, he said to the king: "I have 
grown old, so send me a boy to teach him magic." 


| The king sent him’a boy to serve the purpose and on his way (to the 
> magician), the boy met a monk to whom he listened to and liked. 


661 et the believers put | 
their trust in Allah ’% meet the monk and stay with him and when he arrived late the 


magician would to beat him because of this delay. The boy complained 
~ about this to the monk, who said to him, "When you feel afraid of the 
magician, say, members of my family had delayed me. And when you 
' fear your family, say, the magician delayed me." 


(3:122) 


| One day, a huge beast came and it blocked the way of the people, and 

| the boy said: “1 will know today whether the magician or the monk ig 

| better." He picked up a stone and said: "O Allah if the monk is dearer 

~ to You than the magician, bring about death to this beast so that the 
people be able to move about freely." He threw that stone at the beast 
and killed it and the people began to move about freely. He then came 
to the monk and told him the story. The monk said: "Son, today you 
are superior to me. You have come to a stage where | feel that you 
would be soon put to a trial, and in case you are put to atrial, do not 


reveal anything about me." 


Over time the boy began to heal those born blind and the vitiligo 
stricken and he began to cure people of all kinds of illnesses. When a 
courtier of the king who had gone blind heard about him, he came to 
him with numerous gifts and said, “If you cure me, all these things will 
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alone who cures; if you affirm faith in Allah, | shall also supplicate 
Allah to cure you." This courtier affirmed his faith in Allah and Alla} 


cured him. He then came to the king and sat by his side as he used}, 


sit before. The king asked him, "Who restored your eyesight?” H 
replied, "My Lord." Thereupon the king said, "Do you have another 
lord besides me?" The courtier replied, "My Lord and your Lord 
Allah." This enraged the king and he tortured him until he told hin 


about the boy. 
The boy was thus summoned and the king said to him, "O boy, it 


been conveyed to me that you have become so proficient in you: 
magic that you cure the blind and the vitiligo stricken and you d¢ 


land such.” 


Thereupon he said, “! do not cure anyone; it is Allah alone who cur 
The king grabbed hold of him and began to torture him until he t 


him about the monk. 


The monk was summoned and the king demanded from him, 

should turn back from your religion." But he refused, and so th: 

sent for a Saw, placed it in the middle of his head and cut him intot 
parts that fell down. Then the courtier of the king was brought ! 
and it was Said to him, “Turn back from your religion." He, too 
refused, and the saw was placed amid his head and he was tor 
two parts. Then the boy was brought to him and it was said to 
"Turn back from your religion." But he refused. 


The king then handed him over to a group of his courtiers and 
them, “Take him to such and such mountain; make him climb 
mountain and when you reach its peak ask him to renounce h 
he refuses to do so, push him to his death." 


be yours." He replied, "I do not cure anyone. It is Allah, the Exalteg 


so they took him and made him climb up the mountain and he 
supplicated, "O Allah, save me from them in any way you like." 
Suddenly, the mountain began to shake and they all fell to their death 
and the boy came walking to the king. 


The king asked him shockingly, "What happened to your companions?" 
He calmly replied, “Allah has saved me from them." He handed him to 
some of his courtiers and said: “Take him and carry him in a boat and 
when you reach the middle of the sea, ask him to renounce his 
religion. If he does not renounce his religion throw him in." 


So they took him and the boy supplicated, "O Allah, save me from ¢ 
them.” The boat turned upside down and they all drowned except the ag 
boy who came walking back to the king. 

The king angrily shouted, "What happened to your companions?" 
He proclaimed, “Allah has saved me from them" and he said to the 
king: "You cannot kill me until you do what | command you to do.” 
The king asked: “What is that?" 


He said: “Gather all people in one place and tie me up to the trunk of al 
tree, then take an arrow from my quiver and say, In the Name of Allah, 
the Lord of the boy; then shoot me. If you do that you will be able to 

kill me." 


The king called the people in an open field and tied the boy to the 
trunk of a tree. He took out an arrow from his quiver, fixed in the bow 
and said; “In the Name of Allah, the Lord of the boy," he then shot the 
arrow and it hit the boy's temple. The boy placed his hand upon the 
temple where the arrow had hit him and died. 

The people then shouted: "We believe in the Lord of this boy! We 


believe in the Lord of this boy!" 


The king was told, "Do you see what you were afraid of, by Allah it 
taken place; all people have believed." The king then commanded the i 
trenches be dug and fire lit in them, and said, "He who will not tur; 
back from his (the boy's) religion, throw him in the fire.” They did s 
until a woman came with her child. She felt hesitant and fearful abo, § 

jumping into the fire. But her child said to her, "O mother! Endure t} j 

ordeal for you are on the right path." 


*” Allah has decreed, | 
Subhan Allah! Another amazing story of a young boy overflowing wit, 

reliance and faith in Allah SWT. His death led to hundreds of people a n d MI y mM eC S S ec Nn ge rs 
believing in Allah SWT. This is the passion and fervour we want t ; 


in the Muslim youth today. Live and die for Allah SWT and when , | will ce rta i Nn ly p reva i | « 


die, make your death a means of guidance for many. We should 
constantly think about death; the breaker of desires, instead of wast 


our youth and valuable time and energy in fruitless pursuits. Let us by i S ly Al | h j Al | 
candles of guidance that fuel the divine light in the hearts of other U re al = = 
e 
Powerful, Almighty. 


Moral 


(58:21) 
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believing in Allah SWT. This is the passion and fervour we want to se. & $ 
in the Muslim youth today. Live and die for Allah SWT and wt 


die, make your death a means of guidance for many. We sho / will ce rta [ Nn ly p revVva i [ 3 


constantly think about death; the breaker of desires, instead of wast), 
our youth and valuable time and energy in fruitless pursuits. Let us} S U rel Al | a h i S Al |- 
candles of guidance that fuel the divine light in the hearts of other y 
ful, Almi 
Powerful, Almighty. 


(58:21) 


Pharaoh and the Hair drerse, 4 ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) said, “Four infants spoke - ‘Eesa 


It was narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) said ibn Maryam the companion of Jurayj, the witness of Yusuf and 
the son of the hairdresser of Pharaoh’s daughter.” 


The Messenger of Allah @ said: “On the night on which | was taken. z : 
ey eeiieiceainifiliraerance came to me. | sai m ; Narrated by Imam Ahmad in al-Musnad (1/309), al-Tabarani (12280). 
Jibreel, what is this beautiful fragrance?’ He said, ‘This is the frapr.,. q 
of the hairdresser of Pharaoh’s daughter and her children.’ | : ‘s 
‘What is their story?’ q plore! 

This is a fascinating story of a brave and courageous woman who held 
 onfirmly to her faith in the face of the most tyrannical, evil and 


_ Jibreel said, ‘Whilst she was combing the hair of Pharaoh’s daughte, 4 oppressive men in the history of mankind. Imagine her determination 
hone day, the iron comb fell from her hand and she said, ‘Bismillah, je 27d S#OMg will-power fortified by her anchored trust, reliance and 
the name of Allah).’ The daughter of Pharaoh said, ‘My father?’ sh 4 belief inane ECD when her young ad helpless children were & 
replied, ‘No. My Lord and the Lord of your father is Allah.’ The | thrown in the scalding heat, her motherly instincts and deep love did 
Peter eared) will tell him about that.’ So she told ; not overpower her trust in Allah. Naturally, Allah has placed an 
She eee ee ned onan d so do a h ww i | unmatchable love within every mother for her child(ren); whatever 
; ee ey — e colour, caste, creed, including creatures in the animal kingdom, we will 
other than me?’ She replied boldly, “Yes, my Lord and your Lord L 


find the mothers amongst them having a fiercely possessive and 

defensive nature for their children. However, here we see how this . 
resilient mother is able to keep her eyes on the hereafter and her focus J 
on Allah and His reward for her and her children. 


Allah.’ He ordered that a cow made of copper be heated up, thé 
ordered that she and her children be thrown into it. 


Before her punishment she requested a final wish. She said: ’ 
like my bones and my children’s bones to be gathered togeth: 
cloth and buried.’ He said, ‘This will be done for you.’ He orde: 
her children be thrown into it in front of her, one by one, unt 
came to the last one who was an infant boy who was stil! b« 
breastfed. It was as if she wavered because of him, but her s: 
mother, go ahead, for the punishment of this world is easier 
than the punishment of the hereafter!’ So she went ahead. 


The Messenger of Allah said: “On the night on which | was t 
the Night Journey (Isra’), a beautiful fragrance came to me. | 


of the hairdresser of Pharaoh’s daughter and her children.’ | 
‘What is their story?’ 


Jibreel said, “Whilst she was combing the hair of Pharaoh’s da 
one day, the iron comb fell from her hand and she said, ‘Bism 


replied, ‘No. My Lord and the Lord of your father is Allah.’ The 


other than me?’ She replied boldly, ‘Yes, my Lord and your Lord 


ordered that she and her children be thrown into it. 


Before her punishment she requested a final wish. She said: ‘ 
like my bones and my children’s bones to be gathered togeth¢ 
cloth and buried.’ He said, ‘This will be done for you.’ He ord: 
her children be thrown into it in front of her, one by one, unt 
came to the last one who was an infant boy who was still b: 
breastfed. It was as if she wavered because of him, but her 
mother, go ahead, for the punishment of this world is easie: 
than the punishment of the hereafter!’ So she went ahead 


the name of Allah).’ The daughter of Pharaoh said, ‘My father?’ : 


daughter then remarked, ‘| will tell him about that.’ So she told 
Pharaoh and he summoned her, ‘O So and so, do you have a Lord 


Pharaoh and the H airdreted 


i It was narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) saj 
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Jibreel, what is this beautiful fragrance?’ He said, ‘This is the frap, 4 


ig 


Allah.’ He ordered that a cow made of copper be heated up, then h 


"the son of the hairdresser of Pharaoh’s daughter.” 


4 Narrated by Imam Ahmad in al-Musnad (1/309), al-Tabarani (12280). 


q belief in Allah, that even when her young and helpless children were 
_ thrown in the scalding heat, her motherly instincts and deep love did 


ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) said, “Four infants spoke - ‘Eesa 
ibn Maryam & the companion of Jurayj, the witness of Yusuf “and 


Moral 


This is a fascinating story of a brave and courageous woman who held 
on firmly to her faith in the face of the most tyrannical, evil and 
oppressive men in the history of mankind. Imagine her determination 
and strong will-power fortified by her anchored trust, reliance and 
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not overpower her trust in Allah. Naturally, Allah has placed an 

unmatchable love within every mother for her child(ren); whatever 
colour, caste, creed, including creatures in the animal kingdom, we will 
find the mothers amongst them having a fiercely possessive and i 
defensive nature for their children. However, here we see how this 

resilient mother is able to keep her eyes on the hereafter and her focu 
on Allah and His reward for her and her children. 


The People of the Cave 


G 6 Alla h has one h u nd red pa rts of 7 after its brief opening, Surah Al-Kahf (The Cave, Surah 18) speaks 
about the people of the cave, depicting the effect faith has on 


mercy, of which He sent down One 4 believers, giving US reassurance and inner peace. Hence, we prefer 


faith over all material riches and pleasures. When the people of the 


between the jin n, man kind the F cave found it hard to live as believers within their community, they 
. ’ sought refuge in a cave where they receive Allah’s care and protection. 
animals and the insects, by mean;)) 
of which they are com Passionate any of these; we will confine ourselves to what the Qur’an tells us 
e | about them as it is the only source that provides true information. 
and merciful to onea nother, a nd There may be other reports that have found their way into books of 


commentary on the Qur’an, but we will disregard all these as they lack | | 


by means of which wild animals proof of authenticity. In this we rely on good counsel, because 


7 F __ the surah contains an order prohibiting argument concerning the a 
are kind to thei r offsp ring. And ' people of the cave and reference to any source other than the Qur'an — 
in trying to establish the truth about them. . 
Allah has kept back nl nety-n Ine it is reported that the reason for the revelation of this story and that of as: 
. ° Dhul-Qarnayn, related later in the surah, is that the Jews persuaded 
pa rts of mercy with which to be _ the people of Makkah to put to the Prophet & questions concerning 


them, and also concerning the Rooh (spirit). It is also said that the 


merciful to His slaves of the Day of people of Makkah themselves asked the Jews to prepare some 


y 9 questions for them to test whether Muhammad & was a true Prophet. 


There are countless reports that speak about the sleepers in the cave, 
and just as many Versions of their story. However, we have no use for 


PO a" 


a 


Res urre ctio n. This may be partially or totally true, especially since the account giving 
the history of Dhul- Qarnayn begins with, 
(Sa heeh Musli m) “They will ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say: | will give you an 


account of him.” (18: 83) 


But no reference is made to any question about the people of the * 
cave. We leave this point aside and proceed to discuss the story as ItIS 
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of wh ich th ey are compa ssionate | and just as many Versions of their story. However, we have no use for 


any of these; we will confine ourselves to what the Qur’an tells us 


about them as it is the only source that provides true information. 
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them, and also concerning the Rooh (spirit). It is also said that the 
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9 9 questions for them to test whether Muhammad & was a true Prophet. 
Res urre ctio n. This may be partially or totally true, especially since the account giving 
the history of Dhul- Qarnayn begins with, 


(Sa hee h Musili m) “They will ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say: | will give you an 
account of him.” (18: 83) 


But no reference is made to any question about the people of the 
cave, We leave this point aside and proceed to discuss the story as it is 
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related, since it is clearly relevant to the main theme of the surap , 
ea structure of the story begins with a short summary before its nar;,,. ° 
| in detail. It is shown in a series of scenes with some gaps left ir 


| between. Nevertheless, all omissions are clearly understood ) 
We put courage in their hearts, so that they stood up and said: ‘Our 


| The story begins as follows: Do you think that the people of the cay, ; lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth. Never shall we call 
and the inscription were a wonder among Our signs? When those upon any deity other than Him. If we did, we should indeed have 
uttered an enormity! 


youths took refuge in the cave, they said: ‘Our Lord! Bestow ony, © % 
Your grace, and provide for us right guidance in our affair.’ So We ¥ 


" We shall relate to you their story in all truth. They were young men 
_ who believed in their Lord, so We increased them in guidance. 


| drew a veil over their ears in the cave, for a number of years, and These people of ours have taken for worship deities other than Him, | 
_ without being able to show any convincing proof of their beliefs. Who 


then We awakened them so that We might mark out which of the © 
two parties managed to calculate the time they had remained in »,, m G2esmore wrong than he who invents a lie about Allah? if 
state. (18: 9-12) 4q j 
' Hence, now that you have withdrawn from them and all that they . 7 
This sums up the whole story showing its main lines and featur: gp worship instead of Allah, take refuge in the cave. Allah may well : N 
learn from it that the people of the cave were youngsters, whos. ; spread wae Beene. cieke fitting arrangements for you in , 
number is not mentioned, and that they went to the cave to isolate & your offalesaie=a+°) 


themselves from their community because they believed in Allat This is the first scene. The believing youngster were increased in 


also learn that they were made to sleep in the cave for a number of | guidance in order to be able to manage their affairs with their 
years, which is not stated here, before they eneraoused from they | community. Along with this increased guidance, “We put couragein 
long slumber. We are told of two groups arguing about them, so they J their hearts’to make them solid in their attitude, firm in their belief in] 


were awakened to make clear which of the two groups calculated ti the truth, proud of the faith they had chosen. 
stay in the cave better. We are clearly told that, strange as their! 
is, it is not particularly marvellous among the miracles and sig: 


by Allah. 


Then we are informed that “they stood up,” which signifies a 
movement indicating resolve and firmness. “They stood up and said: 
‘Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth.” (18:14) He is 


The youngsters are referred to in the surah as “The people of the ca} indeed the Creator, Lord and Sustainer of the whole universe. 


and the inscription.” A cave is a natural chamber in a mount 
“Never shall we call upon any deity other than Him” (A\-Kahf 18:14) 


under rocky ground, while the inscription refers, most prob 

record of their names which was, perhaps, the one hung at | for He is the One without partners of any sort. We make this pledge, 
entrance of the cave, where they were eventually found. Af because if we were to call upon anyone else, “we should indeed have 
summary which heightens our interest in the story, the sura! ..,| uttered an enormity!” (18:14) We would have gone beyond all proper 
stating that the account about to be given is the whole trut! 
concerning their affair: 


limits and been in total error. 


———————— 


has no foundation whatsoever: 


“These people of ours have taken for worship deities other than y 
) without being able to show any convincing proof of their belief, »" 
Fi (18:15) 


ae Indeed any faith should be founded on solid evidence of the 

ai Without such proof, it is utter fabrication and what is worse i 
such falsehood is asserted in relation to Allah Himself: “Who doe, 
more wrong than he who invents a lie about Allah?” (18:15 


Up to this point, the attitude of the youngsters appears to be clea 
Open and straightforward. They were resolute in their adoption o; 


be very strong physically and mentally, and strong in their faitt 
their rejection of the way followed by their community. 


Here they were talking about two vastly different ways of lif 

can be no meeting point between the two, and there can be n 
participation by these young believers in the life of their comn 
They had no choice but to flee in order to protect their faith 
were not prophets able to present to their community the true fait; 


who had been able to discern the right path out of a bleak, | 
environment. 


Should they have stood up in public to declare their faith, t! 
well not have been able to withstand the pressure on then 

abandon it. Nor could they resort to pretence and avoidan 

appearing to concur with their people while worshipping G 

Furthermore, it appears that, most probably, their secret w 
out. Hence they had no option but to flee, seeking Allah’s p 
and support. 


fe They then turn to the prevailing situation among their people 5, 
1 express their rejection of it. They were clear that what their pe, 


calling on them to accept it. They were simply a group of young peop fi 


faith, betraying no hesitation whatsoever. Indeed, they were shown, jm 
' sense Allah’s grace. They feel it coming: easy, comforting, abundant, 


_ and limitless. This comfort spread over them to change the quality otg i 


a 


spread His grace over you and make fitting arrangements for youin 


) The surprise here is great indeed. These young believers, who had 
| abandoned their people and families, forsaking all the pleasures of this 


"As the young believers came to the conclusion that they had to leave 
their homes and families and live in a cave to protect their faith, they 
immediately put this decision into effect, 


“Hence, now that you have withdrawn from them and all that they 
_ worship instead of Allah, take refuge in the cave. Allah may well 


_ your affairs.” (18:16) 
‘ They preferred life in the cave to all the attractions that their society J 
| offered. ' 
> . 
‘ 


life and preferring instead to sleep rough in a small dark cave, began to 


their life in the cave, 
“Allah may well spread His grace over you.” (18:16) 


Thus, the cave becomes a wide expanse, where Allah’s grace is 
bestowed in abundance to change their whole outlook on lifeand : 
bring about peace and contentment. The solid, rocky walls of the cave” 
were made to overlook a wide horizon, and loneliness in the cave Wa 
totally dispelled, for Allah had spread His grace over their young hea 
and He takes care of them, arranging their security. 


This is an aspect of what firm faith can bring to a person. All that 
people may value and all their concepts with regard to life and 

happiness do not matter, when a human heart is full of faith. A faithful 
heart sees a totally different world, where Allah’s mercy and favour 
emanates reassurance and genuine happiness. 


bixa Hence, whatever of turn events may happen it should be accep;,,. 
[ | because the total result is comforting and fitting for one’s life jr 


; ; ; th ) Before completing its description of the scene, the surah makes a 
world and in the life to come. “Allah may well spread His grace o,, TH familiar Quranic comment which draws people’s attentions to a 
| you and make fitting arrangements for you in your affairs. (18 l q particular aspect of faith that is relevant at that particular point: “That 
ine ’ was one of Allah’s signs.” (18:17) \t was indeed a great sign, 
With these young people proceeding to the cave, the story move; J something highly remarkable. They were put in a cave where they 
Bs to the next scene. Now we see them settled in the cave, overtake, J could not see the sun, nor its rays. It gave them neither light nor 
sleep, ' warmth. They remained in their position, alive but motionless. 


“He whom Allah Quides is indeed rightly guided, but for him whom He 
| lets go astray you can never find any protector who would point out 
the right way.” (18:17) 


“You might have seen the sun, on its rising, incline away from the;, 
cave on the right, and, on its setting, turn away from them on the 
left, while they lay in a space within. 


f 
if 


That was one of Allah’s signs. He whom God guides is indeed right), ) There is a certain divine law that determines who may receive Allah’s 
» guidance and which are left in error. When a person looks at Allah’s 


guided, but for him whom He lets go astray you can never find any 
protector who would point out the right way. | signs and accepts what they indicate, that person finds Allah’s 
| guidance in accordance with His law. Hence, he is ‘indeed rightly 


You would have thought that they were awake, when they were [ guided.” (18:17) But whoever turns his back on these signs and refuses — 
certainly asleep. And We turned them over repeatedly, now to the i ee message they impart, then according to Allahis law, ~ 
right, now to the left; and their dog lay at the cave’s entrance, with they are Douna|to go astray. Hence he is left in error and/will have 
: none to guide him. 

its forepaws outstretched. 


ba 


E The surah goes on to show the yo | i i . y 

Had you come upon them, you would have certainly turned away 3 ; aes poople asleep in thei 
nt is a ed with terror Mn turned from one side to another in their very long slumber. 

from them in flight, and would surely have been filled with terroro’ F syvone looking at them would think they were awake when they were 


them.” (18:17-18) fast asleep. Their dog remained at the entrance to the cave, stretching 
sa his forepaws like dogs normally do when they rest. He took the 
This is a remarkable scene. Not only do we see how the you "| position normally taken by a guard dog. The whole scene would fill any 
looked and what they were doing, we have a picture full of l''e, wit onlooker with terror so as to put them to flight. He would find people 
the sun rising, but deliberately moving away from their cay “0 looking as though they were awake but in reality were asleep, unable 
used here, ‘inclining away’, imparts a sense of deliberate ‘| to wake or move. This was all Allah’s arrangement, protecting them, 


for a particular purpose. Again, when it is time for the sun | ‘| until the time He chose for their awakening. 
the other direction before it sets, it turns away to the left : th 


cave remains unseen. All the while, they lay in a space with Suddenly things totally change. 
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Hence, whatever of turn events may happen it should be 
because the total result is comforting and fitting for on 
world and in the life to come. “Allah may well ep His grace Ove 


you and make fitting arrangements for you in your affairs. 
With these young people proceeding to the cave, the story mo 
to the next scene. Now we see them settled in the cave, overt 


sleep, 


“You might have seen the sun, on its rising, incline away from the 
cave on the right, and, on its setting, turn away from them on the 


left, while they lay in a space within. 
That was one of Allah’s signs. He whom God guides is indeed right) 


guided, but for him whom He lets go astray you can never find an 
protector who would point out the right way. 


You would have thought that they were awake, when they were 
certainly asleep. And We turned them over repeatedly, now to the 


right, now to the left; and their dog lay at the cave’s entrance, with 


its forepaws outstretched. 


Had you come upon them, you would have certainly turned away Ff 


from them in flight, and would surely have been filled with terror 
them.” (18:17-18) 


This is a remarkable scene. Not only do we see how the 
looked and what they were doing, we have a picture fi 
the sun rising, but deliberately moving away from their 
used here, ‘inclining away’, imparts a sense of deliberate 
for a particular purpose. Again, when it is time for the su: 
the other direction before it sets, it turns away to the left 
cave remains unseen. All the while, they lay in a space wi 


" pefore completing its description of the scene, the surah makes a 


familiar Quranic comment which draws people’s attentions to a 
particular aspect of faith that is relevant at that particular point: “That 


j was one of Allah’s signs.” (18:17) \t was indeed a great sign, 


something highly remarkable. They were put in a cave where they 


’ could not see the sun, nor its rays. It gave them neither light nor 
' warmth. They remained in their position, alive but motionless. 


' “He whom Allah guides is indeed rightly guided, but for him whom He 
' lets go astray you can never find any protector who would point out 
the right way.” (18:17) 


j There is a certain divine law that determines who may receive Allah’s 
guidance and which are left in error. When a person looks at Allah’s 


signs and accepts What they indicate, that person finds Allah’s 

guidance in accordance with His law. Hence, he is ‘indeed rightly 
guided.’ (18:17) But whoever turns his back on these signs and refuses» 
to understand the message they impart, then according to Allah’s law, 
they are bound to go astray. Hence he is left in error and willhave = 
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none to guide him. 


The surah goes on to show the young people asleep in their cave. They 
were turned from one side to another in their very long slumber. 

Anyone looking at them would think they were awake when they w 

fast asleep. Their dog remained at the entrance to the cave, stretchin 
his forepaws like dogs normally do when they rest. He took the 

position normally taken by a guard dog. The whole scene would fill any 
onlooker with terror so as to put them to flight. He would find people 
looking as though they were awake but in reality were asleep, unable 
to wake or move. This was all Allah’s arrangement, protecting them) 


until the time He chose for their awakening. 


Suddenly things totally change. 


Hence, whatever of turn events may happen it should be accep;, 
ane because the total result is comforting and fitting for one’s life jp, 
} world and in the life to come. “Allah may well spread His grace oy 

| 

| 
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you and make fitting arrangements for you in your affairs. (18-4, *r 


Ove 


With these young people proceeding to the cave, the story n 
to the next scene. Now we see them settled in the cave, overtake, , 


sleep, 


“You might have seen the sun, on its rising, incline away from the), 
cave on the right, and, on its setting, turn away from them on the 


left, while they lay in a space within. 


That was one of Allah’s signs. He whom God guides is indeed righy 
guided, but for him whom He lets go astray you can never find any 
protector who would point out the right way. 


You would have thought that they were awake, when they were 
certainly asleep. And We turned them over repeatedly, now to the 
right, now to the left; and their dog lay at the cave’s entrance, with 


its forepaws outstretched. 


Had you come upon them, you would have certainly turned away 
from them in flight, and would surely have been filled with terroro § 


them.” (18:17-18) 


This is a remarkable scene. Not only do we see how the y 
looked and what they were doing, we have a picture full o 
the sun rising, but deliberately moving away from their ca\ 
used here, ‘inclining away’, imparts a sense of deliberate 

for a particular purpose. Again, when it is time for the sun 
the other direction before it sets, it turns away to the left 

cave remains unseen. All the while, they lay in a space wit! 


bE gefore completing its description of the scene, the surah makes a 
> familiar Quranic comment which draws people’s attentions to a 


" something highly remarkable. They were put in a cave where they 
> could not see the sun, nor its rays. It gave them neither light nor 
warmth. They remained in their position, alive but motionless. c 


) There is a certain divine law that determines who may receive Allah’s 
j guidance and Which are left in error. When a person looks at Allah’s 
| signs and accepts what they indicate, that person finds Allah’s 


_ guided.’ (18:17) But whoever turns his back on these signs and refuses _ 
_ to understand the message they impart, then according to Allah’s law,” 


| The surah goes on to show the young people asleep in their cave. They 


particular aspect of faith that is relevant at that particular point: “That 
was one of Allah’s signs.” (18:17) \t was indeed a great sign, 


’ “He whom Allah guides is indeed rightly guided, but for him whom He 4 
' lets go astray you can never find any protector who would point out ee 
_ the right way.” (18:17) \ 
i 
t 


guidance in accordance with His law. Hence, he is ‘indeed rightly 


a 


they are bound to go astray. Hence he is left in error and will have 
none to guide him. 


s 


were turned from one side to another in their very long slumber. 
Anyone looking at them would think they were awake when they Were 
fast asleep. Their dog remained at the entrance to the cave, stretching 
his forepaws like dogs normally do when they rest. He took the 
position normally taken by a guard dog. The whole scene would fillany 
onlooker with terror so as to put them to flight. He would find people 
looking as though they were awake but in reality were asleep, unable 
to wake or move. This was all Allah’s arrangement, protecting them, 


until the time He chose for their awakening. 


Suddenly things totally change. 


“Such being their state, We awakened them; and they began to 
: question one another. 


One of them asked: ‘How long have you remained thus?’ 


| 
They answered: ‘We have remained thus a day, or part of a day.’ 


would never attain to any good!” (18:19-20) 


he element of surprise is always used in Qur'anic stories in order t 
enhance the effect. Here the scene portrays the young men as t! 
awakened from their long slumber. They did not realise how 

had been asleep. They rubbed their eyes and began to ask on 


about what had happened. 


One turned to the others asking how long they have been asi: 
just like anyone rising after having slept for many hours. He n 
felt his sleep had been unduly long. The answer he received f 


(18:19) 


But then they realised that to determine the length of their 
no matter. They left that point aside, just like a believer shou 
any matter of no specific importance. They turned to somet! 
practical. They were hungry and had some money and so th: 
discussion took a different turn, 


They said, ‘Your Lord knows best how long you have remai: 
Let, then, one of you go with these silver coins to the town 


2745, - 


‘ They said ‘Your Lord knows best how long you have remained thus 
| Let, then, one of you go with these silver coins to the town, and let 
him find out what food is purest there, and bring you some of it. Bu; 
let him behave with great care and by no means make anyone away, F 
of you. For, indeed, if they should come to know of you, they might E 
stone you to death or force you back to their faith, in which case yo, § 


friends is indefinite, “We have remained thus a day, or part of a day 


= 
an 


j him find out what food is purest there, and bring you some of 


it.’ (18:19) 


The most natural reaction in the circumstances - one is to go to the city 
to bring back the best food available for them. 


They were, however, in an unusual position, and they had to be extra 
careful. They Were not to allow their people to find them out or 
discover their hiding place, for that would certainly bring disaster; the 
people in authority in the city would stone them to death for their 


apostasy. 


These young men worshipped Allah alone, associating no partners with 
Him, while their people were pagans. Hence they were sure to kill 
them or at least to torture them until they renounced their belief in 
Allah and turn back to the faith of their community. These were the 
only options their people would consider. Hence the young believers 
re-emphasised their advice to their friend who was going to the city tor 


bring the food, 


“But let him behave with great care and by no means make anyone 
aware of you. For, indeed, if they should come to know of you, they 
might stone you to death or force you back to their faith, in which 
case you would never attain to any good!” (18: 19-20) 


Indeed, no one who turns back to disbelief in Allah and associates 
partners with Him could ever attain any good result. How could it be 
possible when he has incurred the greatest loss through disbelieving in 


Allah’s oneness? 


We are given here a panoramic view of the whole scene. The 
youngsters were Unaware of how much time had passed or how many 
years they remained in the cave. Indeed, generations had passed by, 
and the city from which they had departed have gone through great 
changes, The tyrants they feared had been removed from power. Yet, 


the story of these young people who had fled in order to maintain 
their faith had been reported from one generation to another, with 
people differing as to their faith and what they believed in, as well 
the exact timing of their escape. The awakened sleepers were totajj 


unaware of all these events. 


y 


The Surah, however, allows the curtain to fall over this scene only tg 
raise it again showing a totally different picture, with a time lapse 
between the two. We understand that the present population of thg 
city believed in Allah. They were so thrilled to discover the young 
believers through the one youngster who was sent to fetch food 


The people in the city somehow ascertained that he was one 
young men who have fled from the tyranny of the disbeliever: 
time ago. We, the readers, need to stretch our imaginations to realisg 
the magnitude of the young men’s surprise as they heard from their 
friend what had happened during their sleep. He assured them that 
the city had experienced a great change since their departure. Theres 
now nothing in the new society that they could not accept. 


3 Ong 


Indeed, all that they had once known in that city is now totally 
different. They themselves have belonged to a generation that hay 
long since gone. To the present people in the city, they were a marve 
and thus, they were not be treated like ordinary human bein hey 
were completely unrelated to the present generation; their ré 
friends, ties, concerns, feelings, habits and traditions had eit! 
severed or undergone radical change. They were no more t! 
memory, not real people. As a result, Allah spared them all t 
result from their joining this new generation and therefor: 


them to die. 


Alll this is left to our imagination. The Surah portrays the fin 
their passing. After their death, the people are standing out 
cave, disputing among themselves about their faith, and ho 


_ have done otherwise, that Allah’s promise in respect of resurrection 
_ after death will come true and that the Last Hour is certain to come. 
This is all seen in the awakening of the sleepers from their long sojourn 


in the cave. 


erve their memory for future generations. The Surah moves 
feel to outline the moral of this remarkable story, 


‘ip this way have We drawn people’s attention to their case, so that 
they might know that Allah’s promise is true and that there can be no 
doubt as to the Last Hour. The people disputed among themselves as 
_ towhat happened to them. Some of them said, ‘Erect a building (in 

their memory). Allah knows their case best.’ Those whose opinion 
_ prevailed in the end said, ‘Indeed, we must surely raise a house of 


__ worship (in their memory).’” (18: 21) 


The lesson here is clear. The end they met shows a real, tangible 


example of how resurrection takes place. The people in the city had 


felt the full impact of resurrection and realised, as they could never 


Some people suggested that they should commemorate them: “Erect a_ ; 


7 building (in their memory).” (18:21) 


| But the people who enjoyed authority in the city decided differently. 

_ “Those whose opinion prevailed in the end said: ‘Indeed, we must 

__ surely raise a house of worship (in their memory).” (18:21) That is the 
_ way followed by Jews and Christians who used to erect temples over 


the graves of their saints and divines. Some Muslims today imitate 
their action in clear defiance of the Prophet’s # teachings. In 


_ condemning this practice, the Prophet & once said, “May God curse 


the Jews and the Christians for they erected temples at the graves of 
their prophets and saints.” (\bn Kathir) 


People normally relate reports and news, adding something here and 


omitting something there. They may invent some details, one 
generation after another. Thus, a simple story is told in different ways 
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men in the cave continued for a long time. 


them.’ (18:22) 


Allah who knows all their details. There is no need, then, to 


_ drawn regardless. 


The Quran directs the Prophet # not to engage in any di 


Hence, let us leave it there. 


Submission to Allah's Will 


the past, an order is given not to pre-judge the future or it 


It is impossible for man to know what may happen in the | 
Hence, he should not give any definite judgement of it, 


as time passes. Hence, a disagreement about the number of 


| Some will say, They were three, the fourth of them being their go. | | 
while others will say, ‘Five, with their dog being the sixth of them ‘) 
idly guessing at the unknown. Yet others will say, ‘They were Seve 

| the eighth of them being their dog.’ Say: My Lord knows best hoy 
many they were. None but a few have any real knowledge of t, ; 
| 


Hence, do not enter into argument about them, except on a mop, 
that is clear, nor ask anyone of these people to enlighten you ob,,, 


All such disputes about their number are useless. It is all the 
whether they are three, five, seven or even more. Their cas¢ 


argument about their number, as the moral of their story mayb 


© the future and making no plans for it. He should not live for the 5 
| present moment, cutting himself off from his past and future. No, this 9 


the issue and not to question any party over their case. This i ; is not what theidirective implies. 


consistent with the Islamic approach which spares the human ming 
all Useless debate. A Muslim should not pursue anything that! 
cannot establish through true knowledge. This event, which t 

a very long time ago, belongs to Allah’s knowledge which is perf 


| Rather, what is implied is that every human being must make an 
» allowance for What Allah may will in his case. He may intend to do 
' whatever he wants, always seeking Allah’s help, knowing that His will 


P decide something different to what he intends. Should Allah help him - 
) to put into effect what he intends, then all well and good. But if Allah's 
| will moves ina different direction, he should not despair or be sad) All 


; <i : q matters belong to Allah at the beginning and at the end. 
In connection with the prohibition of dispute about unknov nts 


B ver say about anything, ‘I shall do this tomorrow,’ without 
“ding, “if Allah so wills. ’ Should you forget, then call your Lord to 
“ind and say, ‘| pray that my Lord will guide me even closer than this 
10 what is right.’” (18:23-24) 
sper action a hUman being does or omits to do, indeed every breath a 
human being takes) is Subject to Allah’s will. The curtains hiding the 

yuture are stretched in full so as to hide everything beyond the present 
"moment. Our eyes Cannot discern what is behind that curtain, and our 
> minds are finite; no matter how advanced our knowledge may be. 
Hence, a human being must never say that he is definitely doing 
something tomorrow unless he attaches his intention to Allah’s will. 
"This is because tomorrow belongs to the realm that lies beyond the 
"each of human perception. As such, it is known only to Allah and we 
do not make any assertion about it. 


) This does not mean that man should be fatalistic, giving no thought tol” 


is in full control of everything. It may well be however, that Allah may 


| What this means in practice is that every person should think and plan 
as they wish, but they must always remember to rely on Allah’s help 
; and guidance. They should realise and remember that they only have 
the faculties of thinking and deliberation Allah has given them. This 


should not lead to laziness or disinterestedness. On the contrary 
should give us more strength, confidence, reassurance, and ré 


- there. His alone is the knowledge of the secrets of the heavens and 
earth. HOW well does He see and hear!” (18:25-26) 


Should events reveal that Allah’s will has moved in a directior 
to what we have planned, we should accept this with contented; 
: and reassurance. We submit to Allah’s will, because it is bey 

knowledge until Allah makes it known. 


" this is the truth of the length of their stay in the cave, given to us by 
"the One who knows all secrets in the heavens and the earth. Well 

" jndeed, He sees and hears. Perfect is His knowledge. His statement 
puts an end to the matter, leaving no room for dispute. 


This is the method Islam instils into the minds of its followers. Hepp, 
Muslim does not feel alone when he plans or thinks of the futur. 
Neither does he show any conceit nor arrogance when he 

nor is he overtaken by depression and despair when he fa 
situations, he remembers Allah, feeling stronger for relying 
expressing gratitude to Him for his success, pleased with wt 


Allah’s will may determine. 


" Afinal comment is added about the whole story in which we see faith 
" inAllah’s oneness clearly apparent in all its details: “No guardian have 
they apart from Him; nor does He allot to anyone a share in His rule.” 


p (18:26) 


This ends the story of the people of the cave. It is preceded and 

> intermingled with guidance. Indeed stories are given in the Qur’an to 
add emphasis to such orders. The Qur’an maintains perfect harmony 

“between its guidance and the way they are presented in the context of 


» the story.* 


“Should you forget, then call your Lord to mind.” (18:24) T! 
Muslim should do when he forgets to relate his intentions t 
will. He should remember Allah and renew his reliance on H 
should also hope to remain always conscious of Allah, turni: 
all situations and all future actions, always saying: “/ pray that my log 
will guide me even closer than this to what is right.” (18:. 


~ Moral 


| Aheart-warming story over packed with light and guidance, one of my 

‘| personal favourites. | believe every British youngster should know this 
story and memorise it so they too can counter-attack the daily, growing 
challenges of the 21* century. They can be saviours of Islam and 

4 protect their Deen in such unprecedented times, just like the young 

| men mentioned in this story. Allah willing, the youngsters who preserve 
their man in this day and age could also get the reward as the People 


nec (i of the Cave: 


This short prayer indicates that it is not so easy to always t 
in all affairs, which is why the prayer is there to maintain it 
improve on one’s situation. 


The Duration of Their Sleep 


With all that has been said and told, we have still not bee: 
the duration of the sleepers’ stay in their cave. Now we ar 
certain, 


| *Taken with slight modifications from In the Shade of the Qur'an. First Published in 
" March 2014 by Sayyid Qutb RH (1906-1966) 


“So they stayed in their cave three hundred years, and [s« 
nine years more. Say, ‘Allah knows best how long they re: 
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} Sayyid Qutb (Allah have mercy upon him) was a prominent an, 
influential Muslim intellectual and writer. He wrote many boo, 
{ 


Among his most important works is his exegesis of the Qur'an ¥, 
Shade of the Qur'an’, which was widely welcomed among My 


Narrated by Ibn Mas ood (Allah be pleased with him), the Propt 


€6 Soon others will be given preference 
upon you, and there will be things wh}. 
you will not like. 


The companions RA of the Prophet (<=) Aske 


660 Allah's Messenger! (#2) What do Vo 
order us to do (in this case)?» 


He said, ©6(I order you) to give the rights 
that are on you and to ask 
your rights from Allah. ey 


(Bukhari) 


Islam and its distinctive features as a comprehensive way of |i, 


established itself as one of the best references in Qur'an exeg, "4 ' History woul 


‘D world monarchs of his time - Khusraw Parvez the King of Persia and 


Abaulla ibn Hudhafah as-Sahmi 
(Alla be pleased with him) 


d have bypassed this man as it had bypassed thousands of 
" Arabs before him. He, like them, would have had no claim to attention 
‘or fame. The greatness of Islam, however, gave to Abdullah ibn 

q Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with him) the opportunity to meet two 


" Heraclius, the Byzantine emperor. 


“The story of his encounter with Khusraw Parvez began in the sixth year 
"of the Hijrah when the Prophet #2 decided to send some of his 

» Companions (Allah be pleased with them) with letters to rulers outside 
’ the Arabian Peninsula inviting them to Islam. 


» The Prophet # attached great importance to this initiative. These 

messengers Were going to distant lands with whom there was no 

’ agreement nor treaty. They did not know the languages of these lands/™ 

| nor anything about the ways and disposition of their rulers. They were 

: to invite these rulers to give up their religion and forsake their power Bc 

q and enter the religion of a people, who shortly before were almost 
their subservients. The mission was undoubtedly hazardous. 


j To make known his plan, the Prophet & called his Companions (Allah 
| be pleased with them) together and addressed them. He started by 

» praising Allah and thanking Him. He then recited the Shahadah and 

F went on, 


_ "lwant to send some of you to the rulers of foreign lands but dont 
| dispute with me as the Israelites disputed with Jesus &, the son of 
| Mary (Allah be pleased with her).” 


“O Prophet of Allah, we shall carry out whatever you wish, "they 
responded. “Send us wherever you desire." 


At 


The Prophet #2 commissioned six of his Sahabah (Allah be p 
tee with them) to carry his letters to Arab and foreign rulers 
i | was Abdullah ibn Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with him). Hi 
4 chosen to take the Prophet's & letter to Khusraw Parvez, t 
a king. Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) got his camel ri 
bade farewell to his wife and son. He set out, alone, and traverse, 
mountains and valleys until he reached the land of the Persiar 


idy ay 


He sought permission to enter into the king's presence info 
guards of the letter he was carrying. Khusraw Parvez there 
ordered his audience chamber to be made ready and sumn 
prominent aides. When they had assembled he permitted / 
(Allah be pleased with him) to enter. 


nor 
A} 


Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) entered and saw the Persia; 
monarch dressed in delicate, flowing robes and wearing a great 
arranged turban. On Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) 

plain, coarse clothes of the Bedouin. His head though was | 

and his feet were firm. The honour of Islam burned fiercely 
breast and the power of faith pulsated in his heart. 


As soon as Khusraw Parvez saw him approaching he signall 
his men to take the letter from his hand. 


"No," said Abdullah. ‘The Prophet & commanded me to | 
letter to you directly and | shall not go against a command 


Messenger of Allah." 


"Let him come near to me,” Khusraw said to his guards anc 
(Allah be pleased with him) went forward and handed ove 
Khusraw then called an Arab clerk who originally came fro: 
ordered him to open the letter in his presence and read it: 


He began reading, 


" xhusraw only heard this much of the letter when the fire of anger 


‘free? But he did not want to wait to find out. He said, "By Allah, | don't 


' (Allah be pleased with him) be brought before him. But Abdullah (Allah 
“f be pleased with him) was nowhere to be found. They searched for him 
_all the way to the Arabian Peninsula but found that he had gone s 


_ ahead. 
© Back in Madinah, Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) told the 


J Prophet & how Khusraw had torn his letter to pieces and the 
' Prophet's & only reply was, “May Allah tear up his kingdom." 


» Meanwhile; Khusraw wrote to Bachan, his deputy in Yemen, to send 
two strong men to “that man who has appeared in the Hijaz" with 


orders to bring him to Persia. 
) Badhan dispatched two of his strongest men to the Prophet #2 and 


in the name of Allah, the Beneficent the Merciful. From Muhammad, 
"the Messenger of Allah, to Khusraw the ruler of Persia. Peace on 


| whoever follows the guidance..." 


) burst within him. His face became red and he began to perspire around 
‘the neck. He snatched the letter from the clerk's hand and began 

tearing it to pieces without knowing what else it contained and 
shouted, "Does he dare to write to me like this, he who is my slave." 
He was angry that the Prophet = had not given him precedence in his 
jetter. He then commanded Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) to be 


4 expelled from his assembly. 


| Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) was taken away, not knowing 
what would happen to him. Would he be killed or would he be set 


"care what happens to me after the letter of the Prophet & has been 
| so badly treated: He managed to get to his camel and rode off. 


_ When Khusraw's anger had subsided he commanded that Abdullah 


gave them a letter; he also asked the two men to get whatever 


information they could on the Prophet & and to study his mes... J ; 
closely. The men set out, moving very quickly. At Taif, they me tom "and that if he should become Muslim, | would appoint him ruler over 
Quraysh traders and asked them about Muhammad &. "Hej "pat he now controls.” 
Yathrib,” they said and they went on to Makkah feeling extrem, 
happy. This was good news for them and they went around tellin, 
other Quraysh, "You will be pleased. Khusraw is out to get Muha, 
and you will be rid of his evil." 


“the two men returned to Yemen and told Badhan what had happened. 
‘padhan said, "If what Muhammad & has said is true, then he is a 
‘ng | prophet. If not, then we shall see what happens to him.” 


“Not long afterwards a letter from Shirwaih came to Badhan in which he 
" said, "! killed Khusraw because of his tyranny against our people. He 
q garded as lawful the killing of leaders, the capturing of their 

“women and the confiscating of their wealth. When this, my letter, 
“yeaches you, take the allegiance of whoever is with you on my 


. behalf. " 


' Assoon as Badhan had read Shirwaih's letter, he threw it aside and 
“announced his entry into Islam. The Persians with him in Yemen also 
became Muslim. 


The two men meanwhile made straight for Madinah where they pp, 
the Prophet #3, handed him the letter of Badhan and said to him,» 
king of kings, Khusraw, has written to our ruler Badhan to send hj, 
men to get you. We have come to take you with us. If you come 
willingly, Khusraw has said that it will be good for you and he wil 
spare you any punishment. If you refuse, you will know the power of 
ss his punishment. He has the power to destroy you and your people. 


The Prophet #2 smiled and said to them, "Go back to your mounts 
today and return tomorrow." 


"That's the story of Abdullah ibn Hudhafah's (Allah be pleased with him) 
" meeting with the Persian king. His meeting with the Byzantine a 
“emperor took place during the caliphate of Umar ibn al-Khattab (Alla y 

_ be pleased with him). It is also an astonishing story to recall. 


On the following day, they came to the Prophet & and said to him, 
“Are you prepared to go with us to meet Khusraw?" 


"You shall not meet Khusraw after today,” replied the Prophet 
“Allah has killed him and his son Shirwaih has taken his place on sug 
a night and such a month." 


Inthe nineteenth year after the Hijrah, Umar (Allah be pleased with 

| him) dispatched an army to fight against the Byzantine. In it was 

" Abdullah ibn Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with him). News of the 

' Muslim force reached the Byzantine emperor. He had heard of their 
“sincerity of faith, and their willingness to sacrifice their lives in the way 
" of Allah and His Prophet #. He gave orders to his men to bring to him 
4 any Muslim captive they might take alive. 


The two men stared in the face of the Prophet #. They ws 
completely dumbfounded. 


“Do you know what you are saying?" they asked. “Shall we write 
about this to Badhan?" 


Allah willed that Abdullah ibn Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with him) 
should fall captive to the Byzantines and he was brought before the 
j emperor. The emperor looked at Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) 
) fora long time. Suddenly he said, "| shall make a proposal to you." 


"Yes," replied the Prophet &, "And say to him that my re! 
informed me about what has happened to the Kingdom o sraw | 
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information they could on the Prophet & and to study his me... 7 
dp aim 


closely. The men set out, moving very quickly. At Taif, they ma 

} Quraysh traders and asked them about Muhammad 

Yathrib,” they said and they went on to Makkah feeling extrem, 
happy. This was good news for them and they went around tel ta 
other Quraysh, "You will be pleased. Khusraw is out to get Muhap: 


and you will be rid of his evil." 


that if he should become Muslim, | would appoint him ruler over 


_ Eine now controls." 
two men returned to Yemen and told Badhan what had happened. 
sai said, "if what Muhammad & has said is true, then heisa 
shet. if not, then we shall see what happens to him.’ 


Not long afterwards a letter from Shirwaih came to Badhan in which he 
“gid, "| killed Khusraw because of his tyranny against our people. He 
eqarded as lawful the killing of leaders, the capturing of their 

" yomen and the confiscating of their wealth. When this, my letter, 
reaches you, take the allegiance of whoever is with you on my 


behalf." 
"Assoon as Badhan had read Shirwaih's letter, he threw it aside and 
“announced his entry into Islam. The Persians with him in Yemen also 


The two men meanwhile made straight for Madinah where they mn 
the Prophet &, handed him the letter of Badhan and said to : 
king of kings, Khusraw, has written to our ruler Badhan to send hi 
men to get you. We have come to take you with us. If you come 
willingly, Khusraw has said that it will be good for you and he wjy 
spare you any punishment. If you refuse, you will know the powe, F 
his punishment. He has the power to destroy you and your peoples 


Nim 


“became Muslim. 


That's the story of Abdullah ibn Hudhafah's (Allah be pleased with hi 
“meeting with the Persian king. His meeting with the Byzantine 
“emperor took place during the caliphate of Umar ibn al-Khattab (Allah e 


‘be pleased with him). It is also an astonishing story to recall. 


The Prophet &@ smiled and said to them, "Go back to your mounts 


today and return tomorrow." 


On the following day, they came to the Prophet & and said to hin, 


“Are you prepared to go with us to meet Khusraw?' 


“ replied the Pre 


In the nineteenth year after the Hijrah, Umar (Allah be pleased with 
‘him) dispatched an army to fight against the Byzantine. In it was 
“Abdullah ibn Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with him). News of the 

| Muslim force reached the Byzantine emperor. He had heard of their 
sincerity of faith, and their willingness to sacrifice their lives in the Way 
of Allah and His Prophet #2. He gave orders to his men to bring to him 


P any Muslim captive they might take alive. 
“Allah willed that Abdullah ibn Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with him) 
"should fall captive to the Byzantines and he was brought before the 

" emperor. The emperor looked at Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) 
" for a long time. Suddenly he said, "! shall make a proposal to you. : 


“You shall not meet Khusraw after today, 
“Allah has killed him and his son Shirwaith has taken his place on sug 


a night and such a month.” 


The two men stared in the face of the Prophet &. They wer 


completely dumbfounded. 


“Do you know what you are saying?” they asked. “Shall we write 


about this to Badhan?” 


“Yes,” replied the Prophet &, “And say to him that my re! 
informed me about what has happened to the Kingdom o 


n has 
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“What is it?" asked Abdullah. 


“| suggest that you become a Christian. If you do this, you will b 
free and | shall grant you a safe refuge." 


Abdullah's (Allah be pleased with him) reaction was furious, "Death 


preferable to me a thousand times to what you ask me to do." 


"| see that you are a bold man. However, if you respond Positively, 
what | propose to you, | will give you a share in my authority and sy. 


you in as my aide." 


Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him), shackled in his chains, smileg 


and said, “By Allah, if you give me all that you possess and all that th, 


Arabs have in exchange for giving up the religion of Muhammad & 
shall not do so." 


"Then | shall kill you." 


"Do what you want," answered Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him 


The emperor then had him put on a cross and ordered his soldiers tg 
throw spears at him, first near his hands and then near his feet, all th, 


while telling him to accept Christianity or at least give up his religion 
This, he refused to do over and over again. 


The emperor then had him taken down from the wooden cross. He | 
called for a great pot to be brought which was filled with oil and they . 


heated under a fierce fire. He then had two other Muslim prisoners 
brought and had one of them thrown into the boiling oil. The 


This was the most terrible test that Abdullah (Allah be pleased with 
him) had to face up until now. But he remained firm and the empero Abdullah ibn Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with him). 


e Ser 


| cried," said Abdullah, “because | said to myself , ‘You will now be 


_ other Muslim prisoners free. There can be no blame on me for doing 
| this.“ He then went up to the emperor and kissed his forehead. All the 


| Abdullah ibn Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with him) eventually came to 
| Umar ibn al-Khattab (Allah be pleased with him) and told him what had 
prisoner's flesh sizzled and soon his bones could be seen. The emper 
turned to Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) and invited himto | 
Christianity once again. 


_ when he looked at the prisoners he said, "Every Muslim has a duty to 


trying. He then ordered that Abdullah (Allah be pleased with 
he eer into the pot too. As he was being taken away he began 
him) raat The emperor thought that he had at last been broken 
tee him brought back to him. He suggested once more that 
ane (allah be pleased with him) become a Christian but to his 
stonishment, Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) refused for the last 


time. 
»pamn you! Why did you weep then?" shouted the emperor. 


thrown into this pot and your soul will depart’, What | desired then 
was to have as many souls as the number of hairs on my body and to 
have all of them thrown into this pot for the sake of Allah." 


The tyrant then said, “Will you kiss my head? | will then set you free?" 


"And all the Muslim prisoners also?" asked Abdullah (Allah be pleased 
with him). 


This, the emperor agreed to do and Abdullah said to himself, "One of 
the enemies of Allah! | shall kiss his head and he shall set me and all 


Muslim prisoners were released and handed over to Abdullah (Allah be 
pleased with him). 


happened. Umar (Allah be pleased with him) was greatly pleased and 


kiss the head of Abdullah ibn Hudhafah and | shall be the first." 


Umar (Allah be pleased with him) then got up and kissed the head of 


"What is it?" asked Abdullah. 


"| suggest that you become a Christian. If you do this, yo 
free and | shall grant you a safe refuge. ' 


Abdullah's (Allah be pleased with him) reaction was furious », 
preferable to me a thousand times to what you ask me to do 


“| see that you are a bold man. However, if you respond posit 
what | propose to you, | will give you a share in my authority 


you in as my aide." 


Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him), shackled in his chains, sp, 


and said, "By Allah, if you give me all that you possess ar 
Arabs have in exchange for giving up the religion of Muhar 


shall not do so." 


"Then | shall kill you." 


"Do what you want," answered Abdullah (Allah be pleased with } 


The emperor then had him put on a cross and ordered hi 


throw spears at him, first near his hands and then near his 
while telling him to accept Christianity or at least give up hi 


This, he refused to do over and over again. 


The emperor then had him taken down from the wooder 
called for a great pot to be brought which was filled witt 


heated under a fierce fire. He then had two other Muslim pr 


brought and had one of them thrown into the boiling oi 
prisoner's flesh sizzled and soon his bones could be seen 
turned to Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) and invite 


Christianity once again. 


This was the most terrible test that Abdullah (Allah be p 


him) had to face up until now. But he remained firm and 
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e uP thrown into the pot too. As he was being taken away he began 
ze tears. The emperor thought that he had at last been broken 
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te st ad him brought back to him. He suggested once more that 


a (Allah be pleased with him) become a Christian but to his 


saonishment, Abdullah (Allah be pleased with him) refused for the last 


you! Why did you weep then?" shouted the emperor. 


cried," said Abdullah, “because | said to myself , ‘You will now be 


rown into this pot and your soul will depart’, What | desired then 
4s to have aS Many souls as the number of hairs on my body and to 
have all of them thrown into this pot for the sake of Allah." 


7 e tyrant then said, “Will you kiss my head? | will then set you free?” 
“And all the Muslim prisoners also?" asked Abdullah (Allah be please 


with him). 
This, the emperor agreed to do and Abdullah said to himself, "One of 


“<= "aiiithe enemies of Allah! | shall kiss his head and he shall set me and all 


“other Muslim prisoners free. There can be no blame on me for doing 
this." He then went up to the emperor and kissed his forehead. All the 
Muslim prisoners were released and handed over to Abdullah (Allah be 


" pleased with him). 

Abdullah ibn Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with him) eventually came to 
' Umar ibn al-Khattab (Allah be pleased with him) and told him what had 
"happened. Umar (Allah be pleased with him) was greatly pleased and 

when he looked at the prisoners he said, "Every Muslim has a duty to 

" kiss the head of Abdullah ibn Hudhafah and | shall be the first." 


vith PeUmar (Allah be pleased with him) then got up and kissed the head of 
oe’) Abdullah ibn Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with him). 


Moral 


The story of Abdullah ibn Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with hip, 
of my favourites, Alhumdu Lillah! It is a story brimming and by;. . 


Abdullah ibn Hudhafah is something we all need to aspire to ¢ 

Iman did not waiver, not even in front of the greatest superpowe, 
the time. This is a story of Tawakkul and Tawheed and believing j, 
decree. Such qualities are lacking and almost extinct in the Mu 


Ummah; we need to give birth to such men again 


“ppaullah (RA) narrated that the Messenger of Allah & said: 


jbwhoever has a mustard seed's weight of 
"pride (arrogance) in his heart, shall not 
| be admitted into Paradise. 


Heartfelt Dua: Allah grant us the spirit and bravado of Abdullah ibp 
Hudhafah (Allah be pleased with him), Allah elevate his statu 
grant us a place next to him in Jannah. Ameen. 


_ And whoever has a mustard seed's 
weight of faith in his heart, shall not be ~ 
admitted into the Fire. F 


(Tirmidhi, Vol. 4, Book 27, Hadith 104) 


Are Yow a Trustworthy Personjh 


Yes, maybe. | do not know, it depends. These are the usual 


such questions. 
But really, are you? Ask yourself, “would | trust myself?’ 


We tend to say that | do not trust him/her, | can’t trust hin 


have you thought for a second that maybe that person sees 


manner. 


Mu’mineen he had a practice of testing his agents or cand 


appointing them in certain positions that involved taking care of t} 


Ummah. It was said that he was very keen in doing this an 
would take a long time before he would actually give or ar 
This is exactly what happened with Al Ahnaf Ibn Qays (Alla 


with him). 


Al Ahnaf (Allah be pleased with him) narrated, “| came to ‘Umar 


Khattab and he kept me with him in Madinah for a year. H 
Ahnaf, | have been testing you and | have seen that you ar 
good, and | hope that you are as inwardly (good) as you ar 
We used to say that this nation will be destroyed by know 
hypocrites.” 

Then ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) asked me, “Do y 
kept you here?” He then explained to me that he had war 
me, for he wanted to appoint me as governor. 


And with this, “Umar (Allah be pleased with him) advised 


following, 


“19 Ahnaf, one who laughs too much loses dignity; one who jokes too 
“much loses respect; Whoever does something a great deal becomes 


jnown for it; one who speaks a great deal makes mistakes; one who 


Ye makes many mistakes loses his sense of dignity. Whoever loses his 
sense of dignity loses his God-fearing (taqwa), and whoever loses his 


" God-fearing (taqwa) is spiritually dead.” 
© al Ahnaf (Allah be pleased with him) later became the governor of 


P Najaf in Iraq. 


® He was one of the best military commanders and was a great leader of 


‘the Banu Tamim tribe. He was so highly respected that his tribe 


During the reign of ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) as Amir u 
dates Defoy wouldn't make a decision until they received his opinion ona 
matter. When our beloved Prophet Muhammad & died, some 


Muslims turned back and left Islam but his tribe along with him were 


‘one of the families that stayed Muslims. He was called Al Ahnaf 


because of a defect on his foot. 


"Moral 


- Subhan’Allah! Such beautiful words of advice from ‘Umar (Allah be 


| pleased with him) that we can all reflect upon. What is the connection 


of this story to my topic? It’s simple - we need to be cautious with 


people we trust to the extent that we should observe and test these 
_ people because once we open our doors for them in our lives, they can 
| either bring us closer to Allah or stray us away from Him. Indeed, from 
| this story we can see that ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) as an Amir 
; ul Mu’‘mineen didn‘t just depend on mere recommendations, rather he 
» would go on and do his own research. He was known to have 

appointed the best amongst the living Sahabah during his time as 
| governor - and indeed this was showcased as it was during his reign 
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We tend to say that | do not trust him/her, | can’t trust him/her by WN Ahnaf (Allah be pleased with him) later became the governor of 
have you thought for a second that maybe that person sees you ip tie "Najaf in Iraq. 
manner. 7 
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Al Ahnaf (Allah be pleased with him) narrated, “| came to ‘Umar |bn4j 3 Moral 


Khattab and he kept me with him in Madinah for a year. He said, ‘0 7 
“Subhan‘Allah! Such beautiful words of advice from ‘Umar (Allah be 


Ahnaf, | have been testing you and | have seen that you are outwardy 
good, and | hope that you are as inwardly (good) as you are outwa'c\glegsed with him) that we can all reflect upon. What is the connection 


We used to say that this nation will be destroyed by knowledgeab lofthis story tomy topic? It’s simple - we need to be cautious with 


hypocrites.” ‘people we trust to the extent that we should observe and test these 
Then ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) asked me, “Do you know wt) | people because once we open our doors for them in our lives, they can 
te ueelther bring us ‘closer to Allah or stray us away from Him. Indeed, from 

| (this story we can see that ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) as an Amir 
| ul Mu’mineen didn’t just depend on mere recommendations, rather he 
"would go on and do his own research. He was known to have 
| appointed the best amongst the living Sahabah during his time as 
| governor - and indeed this was showcased as it was during his reign 


kept you here?” He then explained to me that he had want 
me, for he wanted to appoint me as governor. 


And with this, ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) advised : 


q 


following, 


that Islam spread out very vastly. Many historians have gone p, 
describe his era as the golden age of Islam. 


What does this story tell us? Trust is incredibly important in |sjo, 
especially if it is a matter that involves the Muslim Ummah by |,, 


x 


>, | yar (Allah be pleased with him) asked about a man who 


i when one is appointed in a leadership role, remember that you, ™& j “jad given testimony, wanting to find out whether anyone 
subjects are an amanah (trust) and to deal with them in all aspe-+. could vouch for him 
‘| fairly and honestly. Allah make us people who are God-fearing ,, Wi ; 


trustworthy. Ameen j Aman said to him: “1 will vouch for him, O’ Ameer al- 


Mumineen.” Umar asked, “Are you his neighbour?” 


He said, “No.” 


¢ then asked, “Did you mix with him for a day and come 
to know his character?” 


He said, “No.” 


_ He asked next: “Did you travel with him, for travelling and 
being away from home reveal a man’s true essence?” _ 


He said, “No.” 


Umar RA said, “Perhaps you saw him in the mosque, 
standing, sitting and praying?” 


He said, “Yes.” Umar RA said, “Go away, for you do not 
know him.” 


Source; Umar ibn al-Khattab RA His life and times 


Reference: Al Wilayah All Buldan 1/142 


that Islam spread out very vastly. Many historians have gone op 
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" He then asked, “Did you mix with him for a day and come 
to know his character?” 


He said, “No.” 


" He asked next: “Did you travel with him, for travelling and 
being away from home reveal a man’s true essence?” 


He said, “No.” 


Umar RA said, “Perhaps you saw him in the mosque, 
standing, sitting and praying?” 


He said, “Yes.” Umar RA said, “Go away, for you do not 
know him.” 


Source: Umar ibn al-Khattab RA His life and times 
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The [ham of Adiyvy don Hatin ie 
(Alan be pleased with him) 


‘his ;man?” | then introduced myself so he & invited me to his home. 
while we were on our Way to his house, he was stopped for a long 
ime by a Weak, old Woman who was telling him about something she 


ti 


| Indeed, life in this world is very short, most people only reach ,, _mpeededs 20) HEROUBHE tS myself, “By Allah! This man is no king.” 
| 60-70 years of age. So, think wisely of how you will use this iS show di & Adiyy (Allah be pleased with him) realised through that short instance 
Allah has blessed you with. | want you to take some time out -,., ‘cB that such character could only belong to a Prophet of Allah - and that 
reflect, then ask yourself, “How have | been towards my elder. 4 "was one thing that spoke to him and he accepted Islam. 

old aged relatives?” Do you visit them or even call them? We ‘ a 4 


realise that these people used to take care of us and now it i 


respectful gesture to take care of them - they need and yearn ¢,, igh ae : 
affection and care, just how they gave it to us. With that in mi, | Ma Sha Allah, when you read stories like this, you realise that indeed 


Se err he life OF Adiyy ibn Hatim (All 1: : ; character can speak volumes and it really is true Our even talking 
with him) that became one of the main reasons of him embr. « 7 q Pppeorle ei eeegnaeger Allah €° was able posiuence pecie.£° 
el accept Islam. Our beloved Messenger of Allah’s & character towards 
the old woman was full of humility and respect — in a position of such 
"high authority and with multiple duties to fulfil, he 2 ensured this 
elderly woman was heard and not dismissed, despite her slow and 
lengthy communication. Sadly, our reality can be quite the contrary, 
and when we realise that an old person is either repeating themselves 4 
before entering Islam and he was not any ordinary one - he was 3 \-./ orincomprehensible in their speech, we immediately start to find way. a 
religious man as well as the leader of his tribe (after his father passe, | to end the conversation or take our leave. My brothers and sisters in 


" Moral 


, Islam. 


Adiyy (Allah be pleased with him) was the son of Hatim Al Ta 
Arab exemplar of honour and generosity during the days of 
(pre-Islamic era). Adiyy (Allah be pleased with him) was a Christ 


away). ' |slam, this story may be short but | ask you to reflect from it very well 
_ and recheck how you are behaving towards your elders. 
When Islam came, it was said that he fled to Anatolia wher: ) Moy Allah kindle and put in our hearts the love for the old and weak. 
Christianity was widespread but later on came back to Madinah | May He enable us to have the ability and capabilities of helping and 
through the influence of his sister - Safanah Bint Hatim (Allah bs | taking care of them as we would want to be taken care of when we 
pleased with her). Due to this, Adiyy (Allah be pleased with hin _ reach such age. Ameen. 


travelled back to Madinah carrying the thought of meetir 
the person of the Messenger of Allah #2. 


_ Reference: 
¢ As Sirat An Nabawiyyah by Ibn Hisham 4/224-228 
* As Sirat An Nabawiyyah by As Salabi 2/559-578 


As Adiyy (Allah be pleased with him) narrated, “| came t 
#2 whilst he was in the mosque and saluted him.” He as 


67. 


hen introduced myself so he & invited me to his home. 
were on Our Way to his house, he was stopped for a long 

\ hie v weak, old woman who was telling him about something she 

ee so, | thought to myself, “By Allah! This man is no king.” 

yy (allah be pleased with him) realised through that short instance 

3 fe character could only belong to a Prophet of Allah - and that 

yas one thing that spoke to him and he accepted Islam. 


gn?” It 
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(Aah be pleased with him) i 
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60-70 years of age. So, think wisely of how you will use this shoal 4 
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be sharing one instance in the life of Adiyy ibn Hatim (Allah be p}, 
with him) that became one of the main reasons of him embra c 


Satie N 
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“Moral 
Bs sic Allah, when you read stories like this, you realise that indeed 
“character can speak Volumes and it really is true without even talking 
Mopeople, the Messenger of Allah & was able to influence people to 
“accept Islam. Our beloved Messenger of Allah’s 28 character towards 
the old woman was full of humility and respect — in a position of such 
J) high authority and with multiple duties to fulfil, he & ensured this 
: " elderly woman was heard and not dismissed, despite her slow and 
Arabexemplar of honour and generosity during the days of ] lengthy communication. Sadly, our reality can be quite the contrary, a 
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P taking care of them as we would want to be taken care of when we 


' reach such age. Ameen. 


. Islam. 


Adiyy (Allah be pleased with him) was the son of Hatim Al Ta’ -+ 


away). 


When Islam came, it was said that he fled to Anatolia wher 
Christianity was widespread but later on came back to Madinat 
through the influence of his sister - Safanah Bint Hatim (A 
pleased with her). Due to this, Adiyy (Allah be pleased with him) 
travelled back to Madinah carrying the thought of meetir 


the person of the Messenger of Allah &. 
' Reference: 


* As Sirat An Nabawiyyah by Ibn Hisham 4/224-228 
' + As Sirat An Nabawiyyah by As Salabi 2/559-578 


As Adiyy (Allah be pleased with him) narrated, “| came t 
#2 whilst he was in the mosque and saluted him.” He as! 
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Nusayboalw bint Ka ab- 
| (Allah be pleased with her) 
Make a change. | ine First Woman Warrior of Istaw 


FB getore we talk about our heroine, Nusaybah bint Ka'ab al Maziniyyah 
Sor umm |marah (Allah be pleased with her), it is very important to 

" ynderstand the status of women prior and post Islam. Without this, it 
would be difficult to realise the huge transformation that women saw 
" ypon the outset of Islam. 


Do th e ch a nge ® “For women, Islam has been a special blessing. In Arabia, before the 


" advent of Islam, the birth of a female child was regarded as a great 
misfortune and shame, and cruel fathers buried them alive - "When 
_ news is brought to one of them of the birth of a female child, his fac > 
darkens, and he is filled with inner grief. With shame does he hide . 
"himself from his people, because of the bad news he had. Shall he 
h h - retain it on sufferance and contempt, or bury it in the dust? Ah! What 
B e t e C a nge © an evil choice they decide on" (16:58-59). Prior to Islam, a woman was! 
regarded by her parents as a threat to the family honour and would, , 
" therefore, be buried alive. As an adult, she was a sex object that could © 
be bought, sold and inherited. From this position of inferiority and 
' legal incapacity, Islam raised women to a position of influence and 


prestige in family and society. 


_ |slam elevated the position of women in society and treated her on 
_ equal footing with men, and in some cases, as a mother for instance, 

clearly gave her precedence over the man. Thus, when a man asked 
_ the Prophet & “Who amongst the people is most deserving of my 
fine treatment?” The Prophet “told him, “Your mother.” The ma 
} asked, “Who is next?” The Prophet said, “Your mother.” Again, thi 


— 


4 zyah bin ‘Amr (Allah be pleased with him), and had another son 


man asked, “Who is next?” The Prophet said, “Your mother.” Th 
fe 
mand a daughter Khawlah (Allah be pleased with them). 


man asked for a fourth time, “Who is next?” The Prophet = then an 
“Your father.” On another occasion when a man came to the Prony 1 amee 
and expressed the desire to join a military expedition, the ropa ’ Wi the advent of Islam, she believed that a woman has the same 

in defending the new religion. In fact, many consider her as the 


asked him if he had a mother. When he replied that he had, the a 
Prophet =told him, “Stay with her, for Paradise is at her feet.” “post distinguished woman who took part in the battle of Uhud. 


Datthe beginning of the battle, she was bringing water to the thirsty 
moral and spiritual gains depend solely on her own performance. | : ’ “fghters and tending the wounded, as the other women were doing. 
men, her ultimate failure or success rests on her own beliefs, attitugy When the battle was going in favour of the Muslims, the archers 
behaviour and conduct. She is a responsible being in her own right a iisobeyed the command of the Prophet ™ and this made the Muslims 
carries the burden of her moral and spiritual obligations. The Muslingmy “jose the upper hand, as the Qur'an described it. 
women are equal partners with men in all spheres of life 


Islam gave women an independent identity and declared that he 


q “Atthis point, Nusaybah (Allah be pleased with her) went forward, with 

# fersword unsheathed and her bow in her hand, to join the small 

f group who were standing firm with the Prophet %, acting as a human 

# shield to protect him from the arrows of the non-believers. Every time ~ 
| danger approached the Prophet she hastened to protect him. é 

"Muhammad ® noticed this, and later said, “Wherever I turned, to the — 
left or the right, | saw her fighting for me.” : 


F Her son 'Imarah (Allah be pleased with him) also described what 
happened on that tremendous day. “On that day, | was wounded in 

} myleft hand. A man, who seemed to be as tall as a palm-tree struck 
me, then went away without pursuing me. The blood began to flow 

| copiously, so the Messenger of Allah told me, ‘Bind up your 

_ wound.’ My mother came to me, and she was wearing a waist- 
wrapper, which she had brought for the purpose of bandaging 

| wounds. She dressed my wound, whilst the Prophet was looking 

' on. Then she instructed me, ‘Get up, my son, and fight.' The Prophet 
' said, ‘Who could bear what you are putting up with, Umm 

" 'Imarah?' The man who had struck me came by, and the Prophet 
_ said, 'This is the one who struck your son.’ Umm Imarah intercepted 
"him and hit him in the thigh, and he collapsed. | saw the Messenger 


Nusaybah Bint Ka’ab (Allah be pleased with her), was one of tt Ose Whe 
embraced Islam with unbelievable strength. History does not tell us 


Valilaf 


much about her years prior to Islam. A member of the Banu 
"tribe living in Madinah, Nusaybah was the sister of Abdullah b 
and the mother of Abdullah and Habib ibn Zayd al-Ansari (A! 


pleased with them). 


When 74 people descended on the Second Pledge at al-Aqabat 
swear allegiance to Islam following the teaching of Musab bin U 
(Allah be pleased with him), Nusaybah and Umm Munee Asma bint 
Amr (Allah be pleased with them) were the only two women. TI 
latter's husband, Ghazyah bin ‘Amr (Allah be pleased with ! 
informed the Prophet = that the women also wanted to sw 
allegiance, and he agreed, noting that he would not take t! 
his as he had done with the men. Nusyabah (Allah be plea 
returned to Madinah and began teaching Islam to the won 


n Ka 


a ay 


90 


Mayr 
“) 


city. 
Her two sons, both later killed in battle, were from her first 
to Zaid bin ‘Asim Mazini (Allah be pleased with him). She |: 


a7): 


; _, there isa woman who deserves that cloth more than all, and he 
eo Nusaybah (Allah be pleased with her). 


Rin, her end is shrouded with ambiguity. All we know is that this 
seat woman died in the 13 Hijri year, and was buried in Al Baqee in al- 


of Allah @smiling so broadly that | could see his back teeth, He @ 
said, ‘You have taken your revenge, O Umm ‘Imarah!' Then We st 
him with our weapons until we killed him, and the Prophet 2 Sai a 
Praise be to Allah, who granted you victory over him, gave you thee 
satisfaction of taking revenge on your enemy, and let you see the 


vengeance for yourself.” 


On that day, Nusaybah (Allah be pleased with her) herse! 


many wounds whilst she was fighting the non-believers and strikin, 
F 
"Your mother 


them. The Prophet © saw her, and called to her son, 


Your mother! See to her wounds, may Allah bless you and \ 


Your mother has fought better than so-and-so." When Nusayba 


be pleased with her) heard what the Prophet © said, she sai 


Allah that we may accompany you in Paradise." He 
Allah (SWT), make them my companions in Paradise 
not care what befalls me in this world." 


Umm 'Imarah's jihad was not confined to the battle of Uhuc 
also present on a number of other occasions, namely the 


‘Agabah, Al-Hudaybiyah, Khaybar and Hunayn. Her heroic conduct x 
Hunayn was no less marvellous than her heroic conduct at Uhud. Aj 
the time of Abu Bakr’s Khilafah, she was present at Al-Yamamah who 


she fought valiantly and received eleven wounds as well a 


hand. 


Nusaybah lived through the rule of Abu Bakr Al Siddique (Allah be 
pleased with him) and Umar ibn Al Khattab (Allah be pleased v 
him). She was revered by both who continuously praised her 


and courage. It is said that once Umar (Allah be pleased w 
received a gift from some foreign place. It consisted mai 
of cloth made from the finest silk. Some people who wer 
suggested that he send it either to his daughter or his da 
Umar (Allah be pleased with him) rejected both suggesti 


if 
T FECRive 


= responded 
. She said 


4 dinatul Munawwarah. 


| a 


F Moral 

j ‘ere we have another story brimming with bravery and boldness 
“however, itis refreshing to see that these envious qualities emanated 
oma female companion. Not long after decades of ignorance and 


7 tality against females, we see the justice and empowerment that 
islam honoured women with. Nusaybah (Allah be pleased with her) 

' wos a shining embodiment of this in a time where women were 

"oppressed and perceived as mere play items. At the Battle of Uhud, 

» Nusyabah’ s (Allah be pleased with her) gallantry came out in full force 3 


pstomping out all derogatory stereotypes of women. 


_ The beauty of this story, as with many others is the timelessness andi 
' the relatability which helps women from every era to feel a sense of 


“strength and encouragement. This was a time when Jihad was 


> prevalent, but it was still uncommon for women to have any sort of — 
‘sole involving weaponry. However, Nusyabah (Allah be pleased with 
" her) did not waiver and showed tremendous level of forbearance. Allah 


- inspire women to follow such pioneering luminaries. Ameen 


} * pnvjubayr (ANA howe 
gy oy upowhim) 


# has said, "To utter the truth in the face of a tyrant is 


Ps 


Be Prophet 
; pest Jihad.” (Ibn Majah) 


66 Learn patience from Asiyah Ra 


aa 


3 bi ibn Yusuf the notorious plbod-shedder was in power at une time 

: sof saced ibn Jubayr who was a Tabiee (Allah NEE mercy pon him). 

PP jajiai's harshness and tyranny are well known in human history. He 
‘yas the viceroy of King Abdul Malik bin Marwan for Hijaz and Iraq. The 

| ing lived in Damascus and Hajjaj had his headquarters at Kufah. Saeed 

: hin Jubayr (Allah have mercy upon him) had fought against Hajjaj on 

: the side of Ibnul Ash’ath (Allah have mercy upon him). After the 

"defeat, Saeed ibn Jubayr (Allah have mercy upon him) ran away and 

F took asylum in Makkah. The Government posted a very stern person as. 

the Governor of Makkah, with instructions to arrest Saeed ibn Jubayr | 

j (Allah have mercy upon him). The Governor assembled all the people’ 

"of Makkah and read before them the order of King Abdul Malik (Allah _ 

# have mercy upon him), which said, ‘ 

. "Any person who gives shelter to Saeed ibn Jubayr shall meet the sai 

‘fate as Saeed himself." 


7 Loyalty from Khadeejah RA, 


Purity from Maryam RA, 


Sincerity from A’ishah RA 


And steadfastness from Fatimah Ra 


If a beautiful woman is a jewel, 


99 


A pious woman is a treasure. 


He then announced to the people, 
q "By Allah! | must kill the person who gives shelter to Saeed ibn Jubayr. 
" tis and his neighbours’ houses shall be razed to the ground." 


Saeed ibn Jubayr (Allah have mercy upon him) was known for his 
| scrupulous piety and a vast amount of knowledge; he was arrested 
" with great difficulty and sent to Kufah. Some say Hajjaj was looking for 
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ys . 


pak ho i Bk MRRT exalted OF the Four ce 
Bet rhe one whe had beer able to please Allah More than (ho reat | 


BF yajai: Wich of them had been adie to please Aah? 


Hafjaj- M0, YOU are in fact Shagi (lit. Wretch 


broken thing). 


P yeed: This 8 Known Only to Him, Who knows what is hidden tt the 


Pposoms and what the hearts conceal 
Saeed: My mother knew my name bett ‘ 


B Hajjaj: is Ali (Aah be pleased with him) in Paradise or Hell? 


Hajjaj: You are wretched and so is your mother 


| Saeed: | can answer only after | visit the two places and meet theit 
Pdwellers 


Saeed: The Knower of hidden things is someone else, ; 


Hajjaj: Look! | am putting you to the sword. Hajjaj: How shall t fare on the Day of Judgement? 


Saeed: Then my mother was right in giving me this na: 


§ Saeed: | am not fit to receive the knowledge of the unseen, 


f iia): You do not intend to tell me the truth. 


Hajjaj: | shall send you to Hell. 


. Saeed: But | did not tell a lie either, 


Saeed: |f | knew that you had that power, | would ha\ 
my god. 
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him for eight years. And when he was arrested in Makkah h, : 
—\ . . . . . ~ Wa 

f : his family and upon seeing this, his daughter came running afte Wi 

> afte, 


what is your belief about the Prophet 3? 
a 


crying — Saeed was trying to stay strong. He told his daughte, , hin, 4 
H : beloved daughter! Tell your mother we will meet in Jannah\” \y my 
f ; e * 


j ; he was going to die. When he was brought before Hajjaj, the fol ‘fl 
t *O} 
f i conversation took place. 


was an Apostle of Mercy and a Prophet of Allah &, sent 


Bue 7 
ect dance for the whole creation. 


E the best gui 
i 


m What do you say about the Caliphs? 


pease paualatiatsyour name? 3 }.|am not a Warder over them. Everybody is responsible for their 


“tions. 


Saeed: My name is Saeed (lit. Auspicious). 


bald Who is the most exalted of the four Caliphs? 


Hajjaj: What is your father's name? 


Saeed: Jubayr (lit. Trimmed). “eed: The one who had been able to please Allah more than the rest? 


Hajjaj: No, you are in fact Shaqi (lit. Wretched) son of Kusayr (jy; . _ squkaa Which of them had been able to please Allah? 


broken thing). 


q 


"ged: This is known only to Him, Who knows what is hidden in the 
F bosoms and what the hearts conceal. 


Saeed: My mother knew my name better than you do. 


“Yala \s Ali (Allah be pleased with him) in Paradise or Hell? 


Hajjaj: You are wretched and so is your mother. 


7 Seeed: | can answer only after | visit the two places and meet their 
® dwellers. 


Saeed: The Knower of hidden things is someone else, not you 


Hajjaj: Look! | am putting you to the sword. : “Halal How shall | fare on the Day of Judgement? 


Saeed: Then my mother was right in giving me this nam¢ 


“Saeed: lam not fit to receive the knowledge of the unseen. 


Hajjaj: | shall send you to Hell. : Hajjaj: You do not intend to tell me the truth. 


Saeed: If | knew that you had that power, | would have | "Saeed: But | did not tell a lie either. 


my god. 


ae 
oe 


him for eight years. And when he was arrested in Makkah p,, 
his family and upon seeing this, his daughter came running ~~ 
q crying — Saeed was trying to stay strong. He told his daughte, 7 
: beloved daughter! Tell your mother we will meet in Jannah; y My 
| ; he was going to die. When he was brought before Haijjaj, th. for Ne, | 


| j conversation took place. 


ief about the Prophet &? 


j What js your bel 


Sie 


Apostle of Mercy and a Prophet of Allah &, sent 
ance for the whole creation. 


4 4: He WaS an 
a the best guid 


d 4 j; What do YOu say about the Caliphs? 


Hajjaj: What is your name? 
j|am not a Warder over them. Everybody is responsible for their 


: Bctions. 


isk Who is the most exalted of the four Caliphs? } 


Saeed: My name is Saeed (lit. Auspicious). 


Hajjaj: What is your father's name? 


Saeed: Jubayr (lit. Trimmed). {geed: The one who had been able to please Allah more than the rest? 


Hajjaj: No, you are in fact Shaqi (lit. Wretched) son of Kusayr Haiiai: Which of them had been able to please Allah? 


broken thing). 


Seed: This is known only to Him, Who knows what is hidden in the 
® bosoms and what the hearts conceal. 


Saeed: My mother knew my name better than you do. 
}) Hajjaj: s Ali (Allah be pleased with him) in Paradise or Hell? 


Hajjaj: You are wretched and so is your mother. ; 
> Seeed: | can answer only after | visit the two places and meet their 


® dwellers, 


Saeed: The Knower of hidden things is someone else, not y 
7 ‘Hajjaj: How shall | fare on the Day of Judgement? 


Hajjaj: Look! | am putting you to the sword. 


Saeed: Then my mother was right in giving me this nam« 
)Saeed: | am not fit to receive the knowledge of the unseen. 


hajjaj: You do not intend to tell me the truth. 


Hajjaj: | shall send you to Hell. 
" Saeed: But | did not tell a lie either. 


Saeed: If | knew that you had that power, | would have t youa 


my god. 


Hajjaj: Why do you never laugh? 


Saeed: | do not see anything to laugh at; and indeed why sho, uldg 
On 


laugh, who is created from dust, who has to appear on the [ Day of e 


Judgement, and is always surrounded by tribulations 


Hajjaj: But | do Jaugh. 


Saeed: Allah has created us with different temperament 


Hajjaj: | am now going to kill you. 


Saeed: The time and manner of my death have already been decr, 


Hajjaj: Allah has preferred me to you. 


2SS NE kn 


Saeed: Nobody can be proud of his relation with Allah unle 
his position, and Allah is the only knower of the unseen. 


Hajjaj: Why should | not be proud of my relationship with All 
am with the Amirul Mumineen and you are with the rebels? 
Saeed: | am with the other Muslims. | shun mischief, but no! 


change the decree of Allah. 


Hajjaj: What do you say about what we collect for Amirul 


Saeed: | do not know what you collect for him. 


Hajjaj sent for gold, silver and dresses from the treasury 
these to Saeed ibn Jubayr (Allah have mercy upon him). 


«peed 


4. These are useful, provided you can obtain with them the things 

ee you peace on the Day of Consternation (i.e. Day of 
Ge when every nursing mother will forget her nursing, and 

regnant one will be delivered of her burden, and when nothing 


ze od will be of any avail. 


aj: Are OUF collections not good? 


you have collected them, and you are the best judge 


aj: 0 yOu like any of these things for yourself? 


sed; | only like the things which Allah likes. 


yajjak: Woe to you! 
sgeed: Woe Is for the person who is deprived of Paradise and is made 


‘enter Hell. 


faijaj: (Annoyed) Say, how should | kill you? 


Sgeed: As you would like to be killed. 
Hajjaj: Should | forgive you? 


Saeed: Allah's forgiveness is real. Your forgiveness is of no value 


Hajjaj: (To the executioner) Kill this man! 


"Saeed laughed while he was being taken for execution. Hajjaj was 


‘informed of this and called him back. 


Hajjaj: What made you laugh? 


Muslims. (To the executioner) Kill him in front of me 
Saeed: Let me pray my Salah of two rakaat. 


After finishing Salah, he faced the Qiblah and recited, 


community. 


His face was immediately turned to the other direction 


Embracing, All-Knowing.” (Quran 2:115) 


Hajjaj: Make him lie on his face! 
Saeed (Allah have mercy upon him) was made to lie on his fac 


20:55) 


Hajjaj: Kill him!! 


no one worthy of worship except Allah, who is all alon: 


Saeed: Your boldness with Allah, and His clemency to yoy 


Hajjaj: | am killing a person who has caused dissent among th, 


"Verily, |! have turned my face towards Him, Who created the healt 
and earth, as one by nature upright, and | am not of the idolater. ‘ 


Hajjaj: Turn him from our Qiblah and let him face the Qiblah of th, 


Christians, who also caused dissension and dispute among their ~ BP ajdles and does not flow profusely.” This also explains the report that 


Saeed: “Whithersoever You turn, there is Allah's Face. For Allah js Ala 


Saeed: “From the (earth) did We create you, and into it shall We 
return you, and from it shall We bring you out once again." (Quran 


® executioners thought he was referring to Saeed’s (Allah have merey 


Saeed: | call you to witness what | recite, "| bear witne nere is § 


ae 
“= 
By 


j _anner and bear witness that Muhammad * is His slave and His 


Pe sere 
| nsieed (Allah have mercy upon him) supplicated, O Allah, do not 
# whim the power to kill anyone after me. 
Bs then beheaded - Inna lillahi Wa Inna Ilayhi Rajioon -To Allah, 
b pelong and to Him we return. He was brutally slaughtered on a 


j ther sheet. 


fer the execution, too much blood came out from Saeed's (Allah 

je mercy upon him) body. Hajjaj himself marvelled greatly at it and 

| wired the reason from his doctors, who said, "His tranquillity and 

. 5 posure at the time of death had kept his blood in its original form. 
renerally, people to be executed are terrified of death that their blood 


iynen his head was chopped, it fell with the cap still on, and thrice it © 
F psheard from his lips “La ilaha illa Allah.” The first time it was clear, — 
# put the second and third time weakly. It appears that it was his ¥ 
® courage in the face of death that was daunting for Hajjaj. He felt i 
F belttled, was mad with anger, and so hurried to get him executed. 


f several historians have mentioned the story of Saeed ibn Jubayr’s 
‘Allah have mercy upon him) conversation with Hajjaj before he was 
FP ordered executed, Parts of the conversation have been doubted for — 
their authenticity, but in sum and substance, the story appears 

# reliable. 


Hajjaj himself seemed to have been severely affected by the sight Of 
® Saeed's (Allah have mercy upon him) murder. Immediately afterthe 
P execution, Hajjaj began saying, “Our shackles, our shackles.” His Court 


"upon him) shackles and promptly chopped off Saeed’s feet from above 
"his ankles to remove the shackles. This took place in the year 95 AH: 


¢ Ya la, who was a very young secretary to Hajjaj, who e 
i Hajjaj whenever he willed. One day after Hajjaj had killed sa, ed 

have mercy upon him) he entered upon him through one of + 
doors of a canopy in which Hajjaj was resting. “As | entered”. 
“| heard him muttering, ‘what’s with me and Saeed ibn Jub 
out quietly in fear that if Hajjaj knew | had heard him, he woulg ha 
ordered me killed.” In any case, he did not last much after hy Pot 
Saeed ibn Jubayr (Allah have mercy upon him) executed. He dic, 
fifteen days later, not having killed anyone after him, except a ng 
man. When he fell sick just before death, he ordered a physic 
brought. Who took a piece of meat, tied it to a string, 
into his stomach. He pulled it out after an hour and found bloog 


and Inse 


Said tt 


clinging to it. He knew that Hajjaj would not survive. It 
rest of his life Hajjaj used to repeatedly say, “What’s with me ang 
baeed ibn Jubayr? Whenever | want to sleep, Saeed pulls m 
yelothes and says, ‘O Allah’s enemy. For what reason did you k 
and | wake up.” 


was he treated? He replied, “For every kill, | was killed once, but for 
killing Saeed ibn Jubayr | was killed seventy times.” Ulama say 


th 


knowledge. 


It was in Wasit, a town in Iraq that Hajjaj had built at the shor 
Dijlah (Tigris) where Saeed (Allah have mercy upon him) was execut 
and buried just outside the town. According to later historiar 
used to visit his grave. Amr ibn Maymun (Allah have mercy upont 
said that at the time Saeed ibn Jubayr (Allah have mercy upon hin 
Was martyred, there was no one on the earth who did not need! 
knowledge. 


Ta 1 
ayr. |e 


"(Oh 


+ 


Someone saw Hajjaj in his dream after his death, and asked him hoy 


because Saeed (Allah have mercy upon him) was an encyclopedia of 


eq 


mil 


fies had come to him, and he took one of them in and ignored the 


‘remarked, “By Allah, if the entire earth’s 
id in Saeed’s murder, Allah would have 


"ibn Sirin (allah have Mercy upon him) was a contemporary to 
ajajibn Yusuf (died 95 AH), and many of the princes and caliphs of 
ani Umayyay- Imam ibn Sirin (Allah have mercy upon him) refused to 
veult Hajjal after his death and said that human sins are only judged 


5 the Creator. 


2 


twas narrated that Hajiai ibn Yusuf saw in his sleep a vision as if two 


er. So he wrote to Abdul-Malik ibn Marwan about it and Abdul- 
Walk wrote to him, “Congratulations Abu Muhammad for the good 


tidings.” : a 


However, when the news reached Imam Ibn Sirin (Allah have mercy 
upon him) he said: “He is wrong, these are two signs of strife. He will 
witness one and miss the other,” and indeed, he did. 


k asseef used to say, “The most knowledgeable among the followers. 
inmatters of divorce was Saeed ibn al-Musayyib, in matters involving 
| aij it was “Ata, in matters involving lawful and unlawful it was Ta’us, 
‘inmatters involving Tafsir it was Abu al-Hajjaj and Mujahid ibn Ju 
‘and he who combined in himself the knowledge of all these discipli 
pias Saeed ibn Jubayr (Allah have mercy upon him). 


people saw him either bent down over a book or standing stain 
‘like a pillar before his Lord. So, alternatively he was in his life either a 
‘student or a devotee; although he well realised that the true devote 
pofa believer's life was to live in obedience to Allah’s commands. He 
Fused to say, jue pear of your Maik is that it eben come in between 


SS 


is the true devotee. As for him who did not obey Him, he is nota q 7 maw Bu k V (AUalW have 
devotee even if he engaged himself much in Dhikr and recitat On of F wen 


Qur'an.” 7 q mercy upow him) 


2 How deep his understanding of a man’s true relationship with his (Gm 


Bae Siete : 
LE ae 


mmad ibn Ismail al-Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) was 

. in Bukhara (present day Russia). Imam Bukhari’s (Allah have 

Ea upon him) grandfather Mughira was the first in his family to 

3 converted to Islam from Zoroastrianism. Imam Bukhari’s (Allah 

“ye mercy upon him) father died when Imam Bukhari was still an 

“nt. After the father's death, Imam Bukhari’s mother brought him to 
Skah from Bukhara. Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him), 


s comes out from his following statement: “Once | met a monk 
(presumably a Christian). He told me, ‘O Saeed. It is tribu ations thay 1 
bring to distinguishing light, him who is a true devotee of God, ang 7 
who is in truth a devotee of the Devil.” . 


ner ® yhough physically weak, was endowed by Allah with great 

The mettle, the grit and perseverance of Saeed ibn Jubayr (Allah have mene a ligence and a sharp, retentive memory; he was very fond of 

upon him) was remarkable and he proved to be a true soldier of Alaaiieeairing knowledge and being a very devout and religious person, he 
SWipnot bowing down to the tyrants of the time. This is the rol of theliieean to study the Hadith at the early age of eleven. He had very soon 
Ulama in this day and age first and foremost, then the general pub iam aathered all the traditions available in Hijaz (Saudi Arabia), and 


eee >) suCI people in this world and the hereafter yndertook journeys for the collection of Hadith. He continued to travel 
eee only cream of. FP iprabout forty years throughout the Muslim world in the pursuit of a 

t owledge and went to the most narrators of Hadith to gather the 
F traditions from them. 


F ster having gathered a large number of Hadith, he returned to 
Ff Nishapur. By this time, his fame as a traditionalist had spread far an 
# wide. He was, therefore, given a grand reception by the local reside 
‘Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) began teaching the 
‘traditions to the people. He wanted to settle down there, but he cou 
66 In life | a rn to be a wa rrio P not do so as he had incurred the displeasure of the governor, Who 
e f wanted Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) to come to his 
e 9 9 "palace to give lessons to his sons. Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy 
not a WO rr e i. : "upon him) refused to do so, for he considered this a degradation of 
} Hadith. Then the governor suggested that his children could go to him 
' but only if there Were no other students present at that time. But 


is the true devotee. As for him who did not obey Him, he js 
devotee even if he engaged himself much in Dhikr and recit 
Qur’an.” 


Not 3 


ation 


How deep his understanding of a man’s true relationship with hig 
comes out from his following statement: “Once | met a monk t 
(presumably a Christian). He told me, ‘O Saeed. It is tribulations, x 
bring to distinguishing light, him who is a true devotee of Gog anf 


who is in truth a devotee of the Devil.” 


‘ammad ibn iene al- Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) was 
= in gukhara (present day Russia). |lmam Bukhari’s (Allah have 
3 upon him) grandfather Mughira was the first in his family to 
4 peconverted to Islam from Zoroastrianism. Imam Bukhari’s (Allah 
ve mercy upon him): father died when Imam Bukhari was still an 
ft. After the father's death, Imam Bukhari’s mother brought him to 
ah from Bukhara. Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him), 
iho Eich physically weak, Was endowed by Allah with great 
elligence and a sharp, retentive memory; he was very fond of 
0 quiring knowledge and being a very devout and religious person, he 
gan to study the Hadith at the early age of eleven. He had very soon 
TT: there all the traditions available in Hijaz (Saudi Arabia), and 
idertook journeys for the collection of Hadith. He continued to travel | 
f af about forty years throughout the Muslim world in the pursuit of 


Bt jowledge and went to the most narrators of Hadith to gather the — 7 
F tatitions from them. 


Moral 


The mettle, the grit and perseverance of Saeed ibn Jubayr (Allah have pam 
upon him) was remarkable and he proved to be a true soldier of A Ale 
SWI, not bowing down to the tyrants of the time. This is the role “of i 
Ulama in this day and age first and foremost, then the general 
Allah raises the status of such people in this world and the her. i 
which we can only dream of. 


Aiter having gathered a large number of Hadith, he returned to 
Nishapur. By this time, his fame as a traditionalist had spread far and | 
wide, He was, therefore, given a grand reception by the local residen 
imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) began teaching the 

7 laditions to the people. He wanted to settle down there, but he coule 


66 H i not do so as he had incurred the displeasure of the governor, who 
In life lea rn to be d | \ anted Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) to come to his 
° J 
not a worrier. 


palace to give lessons to his sons. Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy 
7 ipon him) refused to do so, for he considered this a degradation of 

| ‘Hadith. Then the governor suggested that his children could go to him, 
tut only ifthere were no other students present at that time. But 
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condition. This enraged the governor, so he 
extradition from the city. 


collection of Hadith and the greater part of his life was 


which every aspect of the book has been thoroughly dis: 


In Al-Fawaid Ad-Dararee, Imam Ajilooni (Allah have mer« 
related that Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy on him) on 


himself with Imam Bukhari, outwardly showing him lov 
admiration. During the sea-voyage, the man often mad: 
sit in his company. On long journeys friendships develo; 
normal; during the time they spent together, Imam Buk! 
the man that he had one thousand dinar with him. The 

man woke up and began to cry, scream, rip his clothing 

his face, as if he had just been afflicted with a great lo 


Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) did not accept eye, 


Then, Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) went to Kh 
village at Samarqand. There he settled down and died in the 
A.H./870 C.E. Throughout his life Imam Bukhari (Allah have Mercy 
upon him) was strictly pious, honest and generous to the Poor ang , 
students. He did not bear any ill-will towards anybody, ‘@ 


enemies. His entire life and all of his wealth were devoted to the 


travelling for this purpose. Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon} 
began writing very early; he had compiled his first book at the age 
18 when he was in Madinah. Afterwards, he wrote several books th 
most famous and important of all of his books is Saheeh 
considered by almost all the traditionalists to be the mo 
book in Hadith literature. The author himself read it out 
students. It made his name immortal because of many positive 

features, and Saheeh Bukhari has been rightly considered to be ap 


authority to only the Qur'an. Many commentaries have appear 


gave orders for hj- 


not even hic 
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ce trave edi 
boat on a journey to seek out knowledge and that he had t 
him one thousand dinar. One of his fellow travellers ingrat 


aKen with 


lartan nia 
ear 


# fave mercy upon him) old friend went to him and asked him whathe ~ r 
} had done with the bag of money. E 


‘matter-of-factly replied. 
“And you are patiently accepting the fact that you have just lost s 
‘huge sum of money?” the man asked in bewilderment. 
“Oignorant one!” Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) sai 
# jou not know that | have spent my entire life gathering the Ahade 


i “myself to the accusation of theft? And shall | lose the precious pearl 
‘fie. my knowledge and achievements as a scholar) that | have earned 
| sap) fe over a lifetime over a limited number of dinars?” 


: F ates asked him what was wrong but he refused to answer at first 
sie was still in a state of shock and could not bring himself to speak 
pout his situation. After they continually insisted that he tell them 

5 fe the matter was with him, he finally said, “| had a bag that 

3 ptained one thousand dinars, and | have lost it.” 


tn crewmen who were in charge of the ship began to search the 
ussengers. One by one everyone was being searched, and upon 

paling what Was happening, Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon 

im) making sure that no one was looking, threw his bag of money 

wer the side of the ship. When it was his turn to be searched, nothing 
4 found. When the entire ship and all of its passengers were 

arched, and when no bag of money was found, those in authority on 
tye ship went back to the man who had made up the story and 


# crastised him for making a false claim and for putting them through so 


much trouble. As soon as the ship finally reached shore, the 
passengers began to disembark; meanwhile, Imam Bukhari’s (Allah 


‘threw it into the sea,” Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon h 


ny 
"ofthe Messenger #8 and that the world now acknowledges my 
trustworthiness. Would it then have been befitting for me to subject 


erie 


Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) did not acce |, 4tes asked him what: Was wrong but he refused to answer at first 


was stillin a state Of shock and could not bring himself to speak 
they continually insisted that he tell them 


pt even tim 
ae i 
condition. This enraged the governor, so he gave orders for his “ 


extradition from the city. eu ,issituation. After t 
wut his 


| pat the matter was with him, he finally said, “| had a bag that 
s tae’ one thousand dinars, and | have lost it.” 


Then, Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) went to Charani 
village at Samarqand. There he settled down and died in the ye ear a 
A.H./870 C.E. Throughout his life lmam Bukhari (Allah have mercy iim 
upon him) was strictly pious, honest and generous to the poor andjag 
students. He did not bear any ill-will towards anybody, not eve n hig 
enemies. His entire life and all of his wealth were devoted to the 
collection of Hadith and the greater part of his life was spent in 
travelling for this purpose. Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon hn 
began writing very early; he had compiled his first book at the “ecm 
18 when he was in Madinah. Afterwards, he wrote several books, tam 
most famous and important of all of his books is Saheeh Bukhari. \tjgm 
} considered by almost all the traditionalists to be the most authentidi 
book in Hadith literature. The author himself read it out to 90,000 @ 
students. It made his name immortal because of many positive 
features, and Saheeh Bukhari has been rightly considered to be an 


te ew who were in charge of the ship began to search the 

Tassengers. One by | one everyone was being searched, and upon 

bisne what was happening, Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon 
Tag sure that no one was looking, threw his bag of money 

er the side of the ship. When it was his turn to be searched, nothing 
ies found. When the entire ship and all of its passengers were 

searched, and when no bag of money was found, those in authority on 
te ship went back to the man who had made up the story and 

dastised him for making a false claim and for putting them through so 
; ch trouble. As soon as the ship finally reached shore, the 

passengers began to disembark; meanwhile, Imam Bukhari’s (Allah - 
‘FP have mercy upon him) old friend went to him and asked him whathe | 


7 had done with the bag of money. 
authority to only the Qur'an. Many commentaries have appeared in iam 


See 
ae Te 
=i ase 


, 


which every aspect of the book has been thoroughly discussed : 
Athrew it into the sea,” Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) 

In Al-Fawaid Ad-Dararee, Imam Ajilooni (Allah have mercy on him) | mnatter-of- actly replied. 

related that Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy on him) once travelled ‘And you are patiently accepting the fact that you have just lost suc 

boat on a journey to seek out knowledge and that he had taken withiiiiiige sum of moneye” the man asked in bewilderment. 


him one thousand dinar. One of his fellow travellers ingratiated 
himself with Imam Bukhari, outwardly showing him love and 


pO enorant one!” Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon him) saic 
jou not know that | have spent my entire life gathering the Ahadee’ 


admiration. During the sea-voyage, the man often made it a point tom ifthe Messenger @@ and that the world now acknowledges my i 
sit in his company. On long journeys friendships develop faster than § J tustworthiness. Would it then have been befitting for me to subject . 
normal; during the time they spent together, Imam Bukhar’ informedsagiimyself to the accusation of theft? And shall | lose the precious pearl 
the man that he had one thousand dinar with him. Th« mornin his my knowledge and achievements as a scholar) that | have earned 
man woke up and began to cry, scream, rip his clothing t and slaqi vera lifetime over a limited number of dinars?” 


his face, as if he had just been afflicted with a great lo: fellow 


Moral 


4 This story teaches us the value of honour and how the imams o, 
| past would act so that their honour would never be compro; "Sy 

rd when they had done no wrong. This was for many reasons, o, ot i : 2 
bi main ones being that if their character came under scrutiny the th 
Wor ; 


that they had done could also come under scrutiny, and as we fp, , 
imam Bukhari's (Allah have mercy upon him) work was one of an . 2 
important in the history of Islam. We hope and make dua that sy lak s 


inculcates the qualities of Imam Bukhari (Allah have mercy upon p inf 
in fut. th holars, fically, sincerity, valu 
in future generations of scholars, specifically, sincerity hong \éwhosoever has Al la hi in hi is 


and safeguarding one’s integrity. 

Theart, his helper in both worlds 
is Allah. 
_ And whoever has other than 


: Allah i in his heart, his opponet 
in both worlds is Allah.22 


An inscription at the mausoleum of Mawlana Jalaluddin Rumi RH, Konya, Turkey. 


Umar bin Abdul-Aziz (Allah have mercy upon him) succeed 
bin Abdul-Malik (Allah have mercy upon him) as the cali; 


p49), a group bearing the gold standard of early Muslin 


ing ADU ema Umar ibn Khattab, Uthman ibn Affan and 
poi Tali (Allah be pleased with them all). During his rule, he 

e ivoaetl theological and political controversies, including the 
> uprising (As-Sallabi, 1999, p281-197). 


Umar bin Abdul -Azix anil 
have mercy upow him) 


The potential of Zakah as a source of poverty eradication js 5 Opti 
and positive. However, the gulf between theory and reali ity can R 
be significant. In South-East Asia, this gulf unfortunately exists 24 n 
implementation has had limited success and suffers from sig nificg 
inefficiency. The woes of modern-day Zakah are in stark contrast a 
success of Umar bin Abdul-Aziz (Allah have mercy upon him) | whol q 
oft-mentioned as the shining example of Zakah success. Hi: storical 
accounts show that there was a surplus of Zakah ee during his¥ 4 
i.e. there was so little poverty, that Zakah eligible recipients were 4 
(As-Sallabi, 1999, p574). Mt 


x4, his talents Stetched beyond the spheres of leadership and 
ics, Umar WaS 2 mujtahid (an issuer of Islamic legal rulings), and a 
a In (one who has memorised the entire Qur’an, verbatim). As- 
“his biography of Umar (Allah have mercy upon him) is gushing 
al praise over this piety, character and conduct. 


‘ most significant praise given to Umar (Allah have mercy upon 
gis that he is regarded as the first Mujaddid (Reviver) of Islam; 
tis to Say, scholars regard him as the first of those to fulfil the 
plowing hadith: ‘Allah will raise for this community at the end of 
We will discuss the success of Umar bin Abdul-Aziz (Allah have menu ney hundred years the one who will renovate its religion for it’ 
§ upon him) in implementing Zakah and using it to substantial y red s an Abu BENIGN. 

poverty. A brief introductory note will be given about Umar bin Abgiy 
Aziz (Allah have mercy upon him), followed by a discussion of thregiim 
factors which contributed towards his success; the scott 
Umar as an encouragement to pay Zakah, local distribution of funds 
and using funds to develop productive capacities. 


Hath As-Sallabi (2010, p204) states that this is at least partly a resull 4 
exerting his capacity as caliph to rejuvenate the Muslim community. 
Given the magnanimous praise heaped upon Umar (Allah have mer cy 


pon him), perhaps it is no surprise that his implementation of Zakah i is 
en as a model in Islamic history. 


A brief definition is as follows; Zakah is mandatory charity 
from those who hold more than a minimum threshold of a 
lunar year, and to be given to the poor and needy. 


‘© De t3k@y The success of Umar bin Abdul-Aziz 
{S Over 


His orical accounts show that there was a surplus of Zakah funds 
d ring his reign i.e. there was so little poverty, that Zakah eligible 
| Sulaymgpimerecipients could not be found (As-Sallabi, 1999, p574). To add nuance 


Muslims in the 99th year of the Islamic calendar until he died in 101 Stheabsence of fast communication and travel, it would have been 
AH (As-Sallabi, 1999, p102-109). His rule was remarkab via { ely that there Were some people who were poor enough to receive 
referring to him as one of the rightly guided caliphs (A bi, 1999 |agdakah but Were not found. At any rate, significant poverty reduction 


® Was achieved. Several factors can be attributed to this successful 


g 


tothis account, total poverty eradication might not have happened; in 


P 


Lo Aik AVE IRAED UPN HA) POAT AKAN Taat rueivtetiinita bis 


tre ipeaennigtl Be covont omatnnves VaR THnTe pF MELICLTVS Ae csrnsine wed ivity 
Biers Nea 7 Bsa, (ive WAFER ea at Litiatt (Allah Nave miery pan 
: ¥ ; “a =e WO | oo) GATHBUTIAD OF Tide, and emphaaie Upon agriutiun ariel 
§ ig ORS ene re elie OOMIEY WRF SIBTETIEAI SLCUOR fACLOTS In deteriniiniig the 
Pan  eyetiayagaag ES ; wt Ea ot his Baked Iiptementation 


iesercy anon him) caused oa - SR 1 Fs me Abdel Ade (Aligh have mercy upon him), the caliph who is 

bamse amc Zaksh payers (As Salah ee aig 4 as the first Mujadaid of islam, is said to have eradicated 

$0 qrewows leaders who had misused _ a Sante poverty during Ais two-and-o-half-year reign, This story has 

trast, they very willingly gave Za ‘ ; 5 off Se Dn ; : d three factors ta this; Umar's justice and trustworthiness G5 Gcos 
ea 2 F yor for people to pay Zakah, the focus upon focal distribution 


Seercy ees ene COSMOS as trustworthy. This would t 


deb increased the efficiency of distribution, and using funds for 


recumte overty. Contemporary studies sho 

cedar Austin countries, absolut ping agriculture and productive capacity. This is not an 4 
or con eradicated (Iclamic Social Finan shaustive set of factors; other factors have been omitted due to a | 
Report, 2014). However, actual mobilisation of Zakah fur hai ee plementation of Zakaty 

particulany tow. in this respect, Umar’s (Allah have mercy upon himiim * cose of Umar (Allah have mercy upon him) is an extremely 
coramitment to fairness was a factor which reduced tt <1 ce Bi gptimistic and encouraging one; it shows the potency of Zakah. 

actual and potential Zakah funds. From this we can gars that f aps then, the lack of similar success in today’s age is disappc it : 
trustworthiness of a Zakah institute is crucial to encourage people to Mite community of Islamic Financiers and thinkers need to pay deepe 
pay Zakah yegard towards this problem; the academic literature on Zakah today 


hin eclipsed by concerns with other, arguably less important element 
if _,,, | Slomic Finance. But this lack of attention is shocking, given the 
- gf what Zakah can achieve, as is aptly demonstrated by the case of ~ 
_—"B Uimar (Allah have mercy upon him). 


The second factor contributing to Umar’s (Allah have : 


success 1s hig emphasis on the local distribution of Za! 


(Allah have mercy upon him) instructed Zakah official 


funds in the areas in which they were collected unles 


greater need elsewhere, 


implementation. They are: Umar’s (Allah have mercy upon him) 
commitment to justice and fairness as encouragement for People 
pay Zakah, the emphasis upon local distribution of funds 
Zakah funds for building productive capabilities 


os it have mer upon him) created scope for individuals to 
nd subsistence, into more productive economic activity, 
apy reducing poverty. 


and isi 


sv 


Pt : ary, the trustworthiness of Umar (Allah have mercy upon 
Sete commitment to justice and fairness of Umaga 1 local distribution of funds, and emphasis upon agriculture and 
eee eon him): He was first made caliph by the pram ¥ ive capacity were Significant success factors in determining the 
caliph, Sulayman bin Abdul-Malik (Allah have mercy upon | lim). Hig } a of his Zakah. iiplementation. 
first act as caliph was to impeach himself. Umar (Allah have mero il ae 
upon him) insisted that he would only be caliph if the people voted 
him, which they did (As-Sallabi, 1999, p106). It is argued that the 
unwavering commitment to justice and renowned piety of Um ar (Alay 
have mercy upon him) caused a strong relationship of trust betwee 
himself and Zakah payers (As-Sallabi, 1999). This was in stark contragm 
to previous leaders who had misused Zakah funds. As a result of thgg 
trust, they very willingly gave Zakah to officials who Umar (Allah have md 
mercy upon him) deemed as trustworthy. This would be crucial in 
reducing poverty. Contemporary studies show that if everyone weg ; 
pay their Zakah in particular Muslim countries, absolute poverty wag 
be significantly reduced, or even eradicated (Islamic Social Finance a 
Report, 2014). However, actual mobilisation of Zakah funds i: 
particularly low. In this respect, Umar’s (Allah have mercy upon him) 
commitment to fairness was a factor which reduced the gap betweg 
actual and potential Zakah funds. From this we can garner that 
trustworthiness of a Zakah institute is crucial to encoura 
pay Zakah. 


\ | 


n or bin Abdul Aziz (Allah have mercy upon him), the caliph who is 
sorded as the first Mujaddid of Islam, is said to have eradicated 
bsouite poverty during his two-and-a-half-year reign. This story has 
buted three. factors to this; Umar’s justice and trustworthiness as Cae 
wation for people to pay Zakah, the focus upon local distribution - 
: increased the efficiency of distribution, and using funds for 
greloping agriculture and productive capacity. This is not an a 
phaustive set of factors; other factors have been omitted due toa lack 
scone, such as the legal implementation of Zakah. 


The case of Umar (Allah have mercy upon him) is an extremely 
iptimistic and encouraging one; it shows the potency of Zakah. 
Pe aps then, the lack of similar success in today’s age is disappointin 
The community of Islamic Financiers and thinkers need to pay deeper 
a towards this problem; the academic literature on Zakah today 


ge peopie ttm 


The second factor contributing to Umar’s (Allah have mercy upon hifi a ; ) ae : ‘ : 

STEeeee eset ipiaeisionithe local distribution of Zakah fun {islamic Finance. But this lack of attention is shocking, given the scale 

(Allah have mercy upon him) instructed Zakah officials to dist: ote 7 eee, o's oPtly demonstrated by the cag 
2 anor | rcy upon him). 

funds in the areas in which they were collected unless there was a : i! fave eal 

greater need elsewhere. 


The Muslim community at large should intensify its efforts towardaamm 
addressing this situation. Education, policy and academia should is ; 
lenses through which these efforts are channelled. But before any 
that, Zakah should never be forgotten as a pillar of Islam, and as 
worship of Allah. Only when this is kept in mind will the Muslim 
community gain the fervour and zeal that is needed to implement 
Zakah as successfully as Umar (Allah have mercy upon him) did 


thell 


h bin samr bin Alas {Allah be pleased with-him) reported: Prophet (#) said 
(the just will be seated upon pulpits of 
light. Those who are fair with their 


‘judgement and their family and those 
who are under them.?” 
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Moral 


anguish of suffering. Many of our pious predecessors ended up in 


for our Deen so that nobody has the audacity to belittle or taint it 


When Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal RH was 
imprisoned one of the guards asked him, 


“So am | an aide of the oppressors?” 


themselves. 


va eo 
This story always brings tears to my eyes. Punishment and torture i ee 


never easy. We can sit here holding this book in our hands but only 
those who have experienced torture and torment know the pain Ong i 


prison for standing up for the truth and allowing it to reach us intaggm 
They preferred the prison of this life to the prison of the hereafter um 
(hellfire). They will enjoy flowing rivers of wine and milk and honeyig 
Jannah, for the trials endured in this world. We should take heed fry 

stories like this and hold a strong sense of protectiveness and defen 


Jom Ahmed ibn Hanbal (Allah have mercy upon him) was once asked: ‘Did 4 


6 6 No, the aide of the oppressors are those , nc Ahmed ibn Hanbal (Allah have mercy upon him) replied: ‘fit wer 
comb your hair and wash your clothes andy | 
prepare your meals and buy and sell from) | 

you. As for you, you are one of the oppressofm 


Putyour heart at ease... if it were not for trials Prophet Yusuf &* would 
been spoilt in the arms of his father but his trials made him the Chief of 


ie Prophet Mitemmed # return from Hijrah a messenger to the W 
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your trials not stop you from keeping steadfast on His (Allah) path?’ 


ir my trials ! would have doubted this path, Allah only tests us with what 
"good for us, even if we think otherwise’. 


And out of exile Moosa & returned a Prophet! 


creation, opening Mecca and many other cities. 


“Prisow ts more beloved to 
(Surah Yusuf) 


History has seen many of the great Islamic personalities arrested 
imprisoned due to political motivations. Leaders, who see ndivid@aa 
as a threat to their rule, often try to silence and arrest them unde 5 
bogus charges or misconstrued evidence. It continues till today angi 
our brothers and sisters who have been unjustly imprisoned can tai 
solace from the steadfastness and struggles of these great Islamic um 
personalities who were unjustly imprisoned 


bY 


1. Yusuf ibn Ya’qub @ 


Zulekha’s failed attempt to seduce Prophet Yusuf 
and imprisonment. It can be argued that it was politically mot ateda 
sthe news had spread of the incident in the town and people had beam 
gossiping about the ‘Aziz and his wife’s attempt to seduce her seni 
The spread of this news would have led to the end of his political 


career and so, to stop this scandal further damaging his reputation he 


led to his arrese 4 


had Yusuf imprisoned to make him look like the guilty one athoug 


evidence had proved otherwise. 


2. Uthman ibn ‘Affan (Allah be pleased with him) 


Uthman ibn ‘Affan (May Allah be pleased with him), the third Khalifa 
was effectively put under house arrest for 20 days by rebels who wergy 
gs of his decisiong 


not pleased with his governorship. Misunderstandings of 
and lies concocted by his adversaries had emboldened rebels t 


arms and lay siege to his house. 


They eventually attacked him causing him to become a 


O takeum 


4.lmam Malik ibn Anas (Allah have mercy upon him) 
Ihe governor of Madinah forced people to take the oath of allegiance 


“to Al Mansur, Imam Malik (Allah have mercy on him) issued a Fatwa 
that such an oath: Was not binding because it was forced. Imam Malik 


‘was arrested, found guilty of defiance and publicly flogged 


+5, Imam Shafi’ee (Allah have mercy upon him) 
jam Shafi'ee (Allah have mercy upon him) was arrested and take 


“chains to Baghdad on false charges of supporting rebels in Yemen 
"When the caliph of the time Harun Al Rashid met him, he was 
impressed with his learning and eloquence and released him fror 


"prison. 
6, mam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (Allah have mercy upon him) 


Imam Ahmad’s (Allah have mercy on him) refusal to accept the 
authority of the rulers of Mu’tazili doctrine and refusal to accept the 


the Qur'an was created rather than the uncreated speech of Allah tec 
’ tohis imprisonment in Baghdad during the reign of the Abbasid lea 
Al Mamun, During the rule of Al Mu’tasim, Imam Ahmad ibn Han! 


| was flogged until he became unconscious. He was eventually rel 


~ by Al Mutawakkil. 


Allah free the prisoners of the Muslims who have been unjustly 


imprisoned. Allah grant patience to their families and protect ,, 
N@jp 


children. Ameen! 


66 Knowledge is better than wealth Since 
knowledge protects you while yoy 
protect wealth, 
Knowledge increases when you Share it 
; while wealth decreases, 
FP Knowledge is a judge while wealth js 
judged over. 


— Ali bin Abi Talib (Allah ennoble his countenance) § 


+ 


4 and sought refuge near a travelling party on the main road. They 
_ busy engaging in a serious discussion. Al-Fuday! (Allah have mercy 


ae he would prowl in the night for victims on the road 
: WAR 3 Sarakhas. Between these two cities was a small 
q a which lived a girl that Al-Fudayl (Allah have mercy upon him) 
a oe with. One night, out of desperation to be with her, Al- 
“was H (Allah have mercy upon him) climbed the wall of her home. As 


fuda : 
4 was climbing over it, he heard a voice recite, 


q sHos the time not come for those who have believed that their hearts 


" should become humbly submissive at the remembrance of Allah?” 


b (57:16). 
@ Atthat moment, Al-Fudayl (Allah have mercy upon him) answered#OW 
my Lord, the time has indeed come." He returned from where he car 


‘¢ 


7 


upon him) heard one of them say, "Let us continue our journ 


| Another answered, “No, not until the morning, for Al-Fudayl 
on the road somewhere out there, just waiting to rob us.” 


_ Having heard the entire conversation, Al-Fuday! (Allah have’ 


_ upon him) thought to himself, "| go around in the night to si 
| group of Muslims remain here because they fear me. Indeed 


| Allah has brought me here to them only so that | can reform 
character. O Allah, | indeed repent to you!" 


Moral 


What we can learn from this story is that no matter how sir ify 


- . lap a 
is, there is always a chance that they may turn back to Allah j, "son 


repentance. Since we do not know people’s futures, we shoul p, 
their guidance. Sometimes the worst of people can become the te : 
people as what happened with many of the companions of the Pi 
Muhammad & Umar : 


3 “inthe year 1258 (675 A.H. ) there lived a Mongolian tyrant by the name 
| {Haloko Who invaded Baghdad and killed thousands of Islamic 
choles. This paved the Way for Christian missionaries to preach 
"(hristianity and convert Muslims openly. Haloko himself was married 
toa Christian woman. One day, a delegation of the most notable 
Christians headed for Baghdad to attend a grand party to celebrate the 
| conversion of a key Mongolian leader to Christianity. The Mongolian j< 
ader had his favourite hunting dog on a leash nearby. One of the ' y 
4. 


neti 


Abdullah bin Mas'ud (RA) narrated that the Messenger of Allah 2 


66 Abide by truthfulness. For indeed , 
truthfulness leads to righteousness. Any) 
yindeed righteousness leads to Paradise , ; 


man continues telling the truth and trying 
4 : The dog Selpeneting violently and began barking ferociously. This) 
hard to tell the truth until he is recordey I rine whic anc the dog, whilst on its leash, eal 
with Allah asa truthful person. Refrain ® uncontrollable until it eventually jumped on the Christian, bre 


attacking him. It took several men to pull away the angry dog. 
from falsehood. For indeed falsehood " the attendees turned to the Christian and said, "The dog did this 
x : because of what you said about Muhammad." The Christian 
leads to wickedness, and wickedness " aside the man’s comment and arrogantly said, "No, that. 
ieateieoithe Fire. A slave (of Allah) _ reason for the dog's reaction. When | was speaking, | poin’ 
. . A ; T | apccatliiieieyed by the incident and continued to insult 
continues lying and trying hard to ie ee 
until he is recorded with Allah as a liar? : 


" Christians then began congratulating the Mongolian leader on his wise 
> decision and apen proceeded to revile the blessed character of the 


| Prophet , 


% 


_ hand and the dog thought that | was going to hit him." The 


At that time, the dog, in such a rage, cut itself loose fromits 
jumped on the Christian and sank its molars in the man’S= 
ripped his throat out and the man died immediately. Thisim 
caused a lot of Mongolians to embrace Islam. 


(Jami at-Tirmidhi, Vol. 4, Book 27, Hadith 77 


- 106 - 


Moral 


This story mentions what happened to a person who insulted the 
Prophet & Incidents like this have taken place throughout history 
where a person has insulted the Prophet and then has been met wifim 
a degrading end. If this is what reaction a dog has when the Prophet jm 

is abused and mocked, what about you and |? We are hesitant to 3 
boycott those countries that make a mockery of our beloved Prophet 7 
= make excuses for them and take the passive and apathetic option, ¥ 
We struggle to disassociate ourselves from these groups and people a 
We are afraid to sign petitions and stand in protests against those wha i 
draw satirical cartoons and revolting images of the Leader of Mankindym 
Mercy to the World and the Most Compassionate of the creation, our ™ 
, beloved Messenger Muhammad =. 


isname \ ; 
' root word ‘hamd’ to praise. 


ey 


i mother’s name was Aminah RA, from 


You will be aware of the Danish Newspaper that printed cartoons in 
2005 and caused global controversy. In 2007, when | travelled to 
Saharanpur, India, | heard my beloved Shaykh and Ustadh Hadhrat 
Mawlana Muhammad Yunus Saheb Jawnpuri (Allah sanctify his secret) 
had also attended a protest that took place in Saharanpur - an old 
Shaykh in his 70s on a wheelchair showing his love and support to this § 
cause. This is a reminder to those who object to protests and petitions, ™ 
arguing that ‘it doesn’t make a difference.’ But the same people will be™ 
happy to stand in long queues for hours and hours at shopping centres 
for the sales, channelling their energy in the wrong direction 


is wet-nurse was Haleemah RA, from 
the root word ‘hilm’ forbearance. 


tis carer was Umm Ayman RA, from: 
oot word ‘yumn’ barakah and bles 


Allah ignite the fire of love for Muhammad in our hearts. Ameen 


Moral 
This story mentions what happened to a person who insulted the 


*, Incidents like this have taken place throughout history 


Prophet & 
where a person has insulted the Prophet “and then has been met wh & 
ith 
2 


a degrading end. If this is what reaction a dog has when the Prophet i 
is abused and mocked, what about you and |? We are hesitant to 
boycott those countries that make a mockery of our beloved Prophet im : 
& make excuses for them and take the passive and apathetic Option, 
We struggle to disassociate ourselves from these groups and people 
We are afraid to sign petitions and stand in protests against those wii 
draw satirical cartoons and revolting images of the Leader of Mankind 


Mercy to the World and the Most mau passionate of the creation, oup§ 


beloved Messenger Muhammad 

§ You will be aware of the Danish Newspaper that printed cartoons jn 
2005 and caused global controversy. In 2007, when | travelled to 
Saharanpur, India, | heard my beloved Shaykh and Ustadh Hadhrat 
Mawlana Muhammad Yunus Saheb Jawnpuri (Allah sanctify his secret 
had also attended a protest that took place in Saharanpur-anold | 
Shaykh in his 70s on a wheelchair showing his love and support to this @ 

, j id petitions § 

arguing that it doesn’t make a difference.’ But the same people will be . 

happy to stand in long queues for hours and hours at shopping centres 

for the sales, channelling their energy in the wrong direction. 


ld 


Allah ignite the fire of love for Muhammad in our hearts. Amee 


Liowof the Desert: Omar Mukhiggie jeschook 
(AWah howe mercy upor hin) eoeupati 


Omar Mukhtar (Allah have mercy upon him) was born in the yeapm 


®rabbed Libya from the disintegrating 
Omar (Allah have mercy upon him) 
(Of age. The italian fascists, led by Benito 


in an impoverished household in the region of Cyrenaica, which We 
under the control of the Ottoman Empire. As a young individual 
lost his father and spent much of his youth in poverty. He was ta fe 
under the care and guidance of one of the scholars in his home tg ne 
Omar (Allah have mercy upon him) was known to have developed ji pon him) was deeply concerned about the 
lifestyle of not sleeping more than three hours every night to worghialmm id Which had been forcibly and inhumanely taken 
Allah at the last third of the night and to then recite Qur'an until Fajr 2 aimed that it was their God-given right to 
He had memorised the Qur'an in its entirety and was knowr as a jTefused to be conquered. The event marked 
humble and deeply religious man. He was reported to have complet Df battles between the Italian occupiers and 
the recitation of the Quran in its entirety every seven days, : yOmar (Allah have mercy upon him). 
: irrespective of the trials and tribulations he faced in his life. His 7 2 


Y wisdom and courage were evident in his life, and as such, an examipig 


for people to learn and follow. J 


The Lion’s historical summary 
ry and men half his age, to shame. Agal 


‘Omar's (Allah have mercy upon’ 
ween 1,000 and 3,000, on horse 
Bhitly armed, yet still trounced 
hting more than 250 skirmishes ar 
To counter this, the italian fascists St 
to target civilians. In 1930, up to 100 
mand children — about half the tribal) 


Omar Mukhtar (Allah have mercy upon him) etched his name in the 
annals of history when he valiantly defended his people, their oropen 
and honour by engaging the noble concept of Jihad against the brufé 
of European colonialism. Arguably, the act of resisting an armed 3 
occupation through an armed means was later protected under if 
international law. It is reported that our hero Omar (Allah have me (y 
upon him) earned his nickname as Asad al-Sahara’ — ‘Lion of the 4 


Desert’ — during his caravan trails to Sudan as a young man. Sucha 4 
journey was fraught with dangers not least of it being on the route 7 
fearsome lion. On one such journey, Omar (Allah have mercy upon 7 
him) decided to face the danger head-on, when with a shotgun in and 


and on horseback, he pursued the lion and killed it [1]. O: 


After 20 years of resisting and inflicting severe defeats and seth 
their unwanted European invaders, Allah sought to elevate g 
(Allah have mercy upon him) rank in the hereafter (in Sha Allahidl 
immortalise his heroic status in this earthly life when He, jp His m 
wisdom permitted that Omar (Allah have mercy upon him) @ 

is captured and wounded by Italian colonial forces in 1931. In call own of Muslim lands at the 
Omar (Allah have mercy upon him) was made lucrative Offers f ee ee lahihave mercy upon him), has continued 
Italians to end the resistance to which he responded that he woul ee ong Meee of their agents, dictators, ‘terrorist’ 
eS 2 je Om they had played a hand in installing to 


cease to resist... 
“Until | achieve one of the two highest levels; martyrdom or 


bare hands, old and broken as | am” [4]. 
At the time of his hanging when asked if he wished to say any lag. 
| ly ste P having full certainty of the promise of Allah ang 


words, he replied with the Qur’anic response, “Inna Lillah 
‘in the Glorious Qur'an, 


Wa inna ilayha rajioon” - Certainly from Allah we have come, ang 
to Allah we will return. Twenty thousand concentration camp inmam 


small party vanquished a numerous host 
ion, and Allah is with the patient” [5]. 


aS 
ees. 


have mercy upon him) death. 
Omar Mukhtar (Allah have mercy upon him) is well-known for his @ 
Various statements that only further exemplifies his fearless, braye 
courageous character. One of his most recalled and inspirationa 
statements is when he remarked, “We'll never surrender, we'll win 4 Binh 
die - you've got to fight the next generation and the next...and |'| ig rrleader bL he harsh reality of the situation told th 
Breweaker side and that their faith would be put to the” 
way tary 


more than my hanger.” 
Omar Mukhtar (Allah have mercy upon him) was also known for 
applying justice and holding to the principles of Islam. During one 
incident Omar Mukhtar (Allah have mercy upon him), protected (WOR oa 
oners”. His i It at deci » moment, a small group of true believers $ 
Barresst -faith, “But those of them who were certain t 
3 


surviving Italian prisoners, stating, “We do not kill pris 


After 20 years of resisting and inflicting severe defeats and « 
their unwanted European invaders, Allah sought to elevate Omg 
(Allah have mercy upon him) rank in the hereafter (In Sha Allah i 
immortalise his heroic status in this earthly life when He in His 
wisdom permitted that Omar (Allah have mercy upon him) 

is Captured and wounded by Italian colonial forces in 1931. In 5 

Omar (Allah have mercy upon him) was made lucrative Offers 4 A ik Allah have mercy upon him), has continued 

Italians to end the resistance to which he responded that he, ern ers the use of their agents, dictators, ‘terrorist’ 


Sede OMcsIst-.- 1 B de hom they had played a hand in installing to 


Ukhtar (Allah have mercy upon him) should 
ims in in an age where the colonialists and 


“Until | achieve one of the two highest levels; martyrdom or 


victory. And | swear by Him who knows what is in men’s hearts thil 
at 


my hands were not bound this very moment, | would fight yoy will 
bare hands, old and broken as | am” [4]. 4 


At the time of his hanging when asked if he wished to say any lagi 
j words, he replied with the Qur’anic response, “Inna Lillah 

Wa inna ilayha rajioon” - Certainly from Allah we have come, ang § 
to Allah we will return. Twenty thousand concentration camp inna 
and Cyrenaican notables were forced to watch Omar Mukhtar’s (ai 
have mercy upon him) death. E 


y stoo p having full certainty of the promise of Allah ang 
t @ verse in the Glorious Qur'an, 


Omar Mukhtar (Allah have mercy upon him) is well-known for his 
Various statements that only further exemplifies his fearless, brave 4 
courageous character. One of his most recalled and inspirational § 
statements is when he remarked, “We’ll never surrender, we'll win 

die - you ve got to fight the next generation and the next...and ||| | ; 

more than my hanger.” 


Omar Mukhtar (Allah have mercy upon him) was also known for 
applying justice and holding to the principles of Islam. During one 
incident Omar Mukhtar (Allah have mercy upon him), prot cted twdh 

surviving Italian prisoners, stating, “We do not kill prisoners”. His | 


would meet their Lord said, ‘How often has a small host triumphed 
over a large host by Allah’s grace. Allah is with those who remain 
patient in adversity” (2:49). 4 
To the believer's mind, that is the way it should be - believers are 
always numerically less than their enemies because they need to : 
sacrifice more and work harder to earn Allah's grace and pleasure ; 
they triumph because they draw their strength from Allah Alm ghtyam 
and their faith in Him. The believers are aware that their victory com 
from Allah as a reward for their patience and perseverance” [6]. @ 


Young Muslims must revisit the life and thoughts of these great 
exemplars to gain confidence and to unite to free themselves ani 
Ummah from the grip of the enduring imperialism and colonialism 
being upholders of justice and speaking truth to power. It is also woff 
reminding those who seek to pigeonhole Muslims to divide them on 
portraying some as ‘violent’ and others as ‘peaceful’, tha 


F/ 
Mukhtar (Allah have mercy upon him) was, in fact, a Sufi, part o 
i t or otherw cell 
\ 


group who are today often thought of as being pacifist 
compatible with western supremacy. 


We should not let those in contemporary times who cl 


garb of Sufism and “peace”, whilst being complicit and providing covey 


for the crimes of dictators such as Sisi in Egypt or Ran 
Chechnya as well as others, to misrepresent to us the gré 
Sufis who have always fought (with their words and de: 

themselves and their communities from aggression and 


A man who was firm in his faith at a time when other 
surrendered to the occupiers — Omar (Allah have me: 
reliance on the Almighty deeply rooted in his heart. 
whom not only regularly read but acted upon and he 
vowing to Allah that he would not discontinue his fig! 
occupiers of his land. He strongly believed in this to : 


alm to wear the 


him if he was alone in this fight until victory had been 
athe had attained the righteous status of a martyr. He 
ided and personally participated in 1000 battles in the 


His fellow warrior said, “They do it to us!” Omar respe 


with these majestic words, “They are not our teachers. 


would meet their Lord said, ‘How often has a small host triumphay 
over a large host by Allah’s grace. Allah is with those who remaiqy 


patient in adversity” (2:49). 


To the believer's mind, that is the way it should be - believers are im 
always numerically less than their enemies because they need to a 
parce more and work harder to earn Allah’s grace and p least 


and their faith in Him. The believers are aware that their v ctory col . 
from Allah as a reward for their patience and perseverance” [6]. 
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r ice and speaking truth to power. It is also woRRimmnnnnnnnn ; 
eine be i ne 4H 6 Pe Ba ‘orn rious example of how numbers don’t mean anything in Islam, 
reminding those who seek to pigeonhole Muslims to divide them by a . 
portraying some as ‘violent’ and others as ‘peaceful’, thatOmar § 


a greatest. Once Omar (Allah have mercy upon him) 


Mukhtar (Allah have mercy upon him) was, in fact, a Sufi, part ofa 
group who are today often thought of as being pacifist or otherwisalm 


compatible with western supremacy. 


Sufis who have always fought (with their words and deeds) to defenfl . a | 
themselves and their communities from aggression and oppression. ame es, Biodern mipya: State Formation ais 
: } li Abdullatif Anmida 


A man who was firm in his faith at a time when other 
surrendered to the occupiers — Omar (Allah have mer 
reliance on the Almighty deeply rooted in his heart. Hi 
whom not only regularly read but acted upon and hel 
vowing to Allah that he would not discontinue his fig 
occupiers of his land. He strongly believed in this to s\ 
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n names throughout history truly define their medium 


* cA td |] <5 a Ay 
lia) I sles iw SP oi X (Allah have mercy upon him) is one such individual, Many 
sople become Captivated when his name is mentioned and conjure 


| ASE L(g, 51, 05 j images they might have seen on the TV or movies or be familiar 
many of his famous quotes, but we must remember that no 
% man being can be understood in simplistic terms; there is always a 
bs pecJll ng of factors, influences and influencers in a persons life, The 
: | swiedge of his life should not be limited to an awareness of his 
| 5H152 (soles F gipping speeches, his timeless quotes, his bold demeanour and his 
’ iy apologetic stance against oppression, for there is a lot more that 
‘quid be said about him. 


j 


¢ Ss “ 2 :, - 
lass JLcdi¢le Wp rere is NO future for a person who is oblivious of their past. Males I 


‘Allah have"mercy Upon him) played a vital role in the past. The st 
pfthis individual, since his assassination on February 22nd 1965, & s 


(2820-767 /.4204-150) ¢4 8) cpl Sled iv] nrntatlg shi 
@ vethaps resulted in hundreds of thousands, if not millions of p 
embracing Islam and others solidifying their faith and Islamic ie 


: ‘because of his struggle. 
66 Verily, there are brave slaves of Allah, 


Who have divorced this world and they fear trials. 
y Is, ‘The former chief judge of Damascus, Imam al-Subki (Allah 
@ wpon him), once said, “Whoever relates the tale of a Mus! 


They looked into it and had realised, 

he has given him life.” This story will endeavour to give ; 

That this is not the place for the living. ' overview of exactly that, covering the legacy and marty 
@ Malcolm X (Allah have mercy upon him), with relevant 

his acclaimed autobiography co-authored with Alex H 
‘study history, you will quickly realise that Islam was o 


They made it (the trials) as waves and took, 
forward py the unblemished souls, but by reformed. ‘one . 


The righteous deeds as ships sailing through ity 
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66 Verily, there are brave slaves of Allah, 


Who have divorced this world and they fear trials, ] 


They looked into it and had realised, 
That this is not the place for the living. 


They made it (the trials) as waves and took, 


on ee Mnterstood in simplistic terms; there is always a 
5 influences and mapencers i in a person’s life. The 
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ire for a person who is oblivious of their past. Mall 
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An Oppressive Childhood 
Malcolm X (Allah have mercy upon him) was born in 1925 as Malcail 
Little in Omaha, Nebraska. He was an African American living in q a 
of entrenched racism. What were the ramifications for a Hank per m 
bathrooms for blacks and bathrooms for whites. In cinemas therelm 
would be particular seats for whites and particular seats for blacksit 
among many other strategies to separate people by colour Be 


Malcolm’s father was Earl Little, a Baptist minister inspired by the 
of Marcus Garvey. Garvey propagated a message that African 2 
Americans would never be able to live in peace and harmony witht 

white neighbours and that the only hope of their salvation was to ™ 
move back to their roots in Africa. Malcolm’s father was a wealthy 4 
individual although his wealth was not enough a reason to divert ; 
attention from him from white racists when he chose toliveina @ 


predominantly white area and his neighbours began to pressurise hi 


to move to a black district. 
Malcolm’s father received constant threats from white supremacists) 
which later led to the firebombing of his home. When Malcolm was 6 
years old, his father was tied up, run over by a car, and killed. Ma colt 
also lost other relatives to violence, including an uncle whowas 


lynched by white supremacists. 


In the latter part of the 19th century, lynching was an act committed 


their homes) and hanging them in public. This era in America also 
marked the rise of cinematography and the big screen. A crowd of 
3000 people came to witness the lynching of Will Mack ir 

would buy popcorn, soda pop and even take artefacts of 
deceased's clothing after the event. It became a public s; 

a black man being lynched. Photographers would be pre 
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od j 


ims who would be lynched and burnt alive. In 
2 would naturally feel unsafe, constantly 


arpenter — something more suitable to the station 
Ps eo * 
our placed him. Apart from the discriminatory 


ay 
af 
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8d students who were less academic achievers 


ter, drug dealer, drug addict, criminal, thu 
crimes, burglaries, and was arrested on th 


in his autobiography as the beginning of his 
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equal to those who do not kne 


sensed he liked me. What made me seex his f 

heard him discuss religion. | considered myself beyor 
Satan. But Bimbi put the atheist philosophy in a frame. 
speak. That ended my vicious cursing attacks. My app 
weak alongside his, and he never used 2 fou! word 


Education Behind Bars 


Everyone goes through a transformation in their life. Different fac ‘ol ins if | Be them. | had wanted his friendship not that 
can cause this transformation: trauma, death, or illness. As yoy hal i fadvic ght have cursed another convict, but nobody cursed 
read above, Malcolm X was affected by a wealth of factors that cali a 1 3 | ould take advantage of the prison 
the change that would dictate how the rest of his life would pan out sf 2 a and the library.” 
His behaviour, thought process and decision-making that led to his 


imprisonment was also affected. 


When he arrived in prison, Malcolm (Allah have mercy upon him) 9 ite iver e jeech at the Dhiversity of Oxford. Malcolm would 
noticed there were different groups in prison, and the person whg on he to this gift, people would assume he has a long 
commanded the most respect was the intelligent one. y sof reality, he had nothing to show after his 8th grade 
Peraidinihis biography, /place he would learn was in prison by learning and 
“Ks you can imagine, especially in a prison where there was a heal 
emphasis on rehabilitation, an inmate was smiled upon if he 
demonstrated an unusually intense interest in books. There was a 
sizable number of well-read inmates, especially the popular debatere 
Some were said by many to be practically walking encyclopaedias, : 
They were almost celebrities. No university would ask any student tg 
devour literature as | did when this new world opened to me, of being 
able to read and understand.” 


ar nee mes self-realisation, self- discovery and self- 
1 arning heightens a person’s ability to connect with his 
result, that person will know his Lord. 9 


Qur'an, 
In his autobiography, Malcolm (Allah have mercy upon him) spoke off yi 


prisoner known as ‘Bimbi’ who he deemed to be an intelligent, litera q 7 ; E OAS enMse tbiorn Sl. cosa 
educated, and articulate man. Malcolm (Allah have mercy upon him) ie . 
attributed to him one of the key moments of change in his life 


“Bimbi seldom said much to me; he was gruff to individuals, but | 
sensed he liked me. What made me seek his friendship was when! } 
heard him discuss religion. | considered myself beyond atheism -| wall 
Satan. But Bimbi put the atheist philosophy in a framewor! 


speak. That ended my vicious cursing attacks. My approa 
weak alongside his, and he never used a foul word.” 


Our crisis today is that we remain as passive reciprocates of th 
information we receive. This is a ramification of social and visual mey 
platforms that contain millions of screenshots passing before our e E 
daily. Malcolm (Allah have mercy upon him) did not share this fate. r 
Instead, he took initiative. He wrote out the entire dictionary to be 4 


circumstance of being put into prison. Rather, he took advantage of 
opportunity he had no control over and came out of prisonanew | 


individual. 


co 


you transition into someone else’s shoes and become immersed in 
their experiences, seeing the world through their lens. The importangg 
of knowing your audience, as well as identifying and challenging ete 
is crucial in the process of enacting social and political reform Malcol 
spent his post-prison life acting on what he had learnt about histong 


civilisation, law, and most importantly, black suffering 
Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (Allah be pleased with him) said 


“Learn, so that after you have /earnt, you can act” {3}. 


Little to X 

The obvious context of the suffering of African Americans is because 
they were the descendants of slaves. The transatlantic slave trade, 
which existed from the 16th to the 19th century, involved the 


transportation of slaves from West Africa by ships mainly to the 
were Muslims, 


Americas against their will. Nearly a third of the slaves 
Some chose the path of suicide by jumping overboard. Others chose 
the path of fighting back against the captains of the ships there 


were many small and large rebellions when slaves arrive 
= to sub- 


Americas. Those who made it to the Americas were rele 


SNe Ae 


y being sold as slaves, separated from their families 
e@ outward bond of unity. 


piven surnames of their slave masters, losing their 
Fsonalisation. In different cultures, a name arises from 


irk of tribal connections that are all involved in giving 
e “a that sense of self-identity that was once lost at 


e name **’, meaning unknown for his true ancestry was 


to note that there is nothing ‘Islamic’ about the Nation 
solm (Allah have mercy upon him) was introduced to the 


* 


n in prison, with their leader Elijah Poole later nae 


ad, who claimed to be a prophet to black people and 
t em to theological beliefs that do not concur with isle 
oa 


when Malcolm (Allah have mercy upon hing was. 
the Nation of Islam only had 500 adher s.1 


ad the ts of Been taught self- ca ence 


Our crisis today is that we remain as passive reciprocates of the 
information we receive. This is a ramification of social and visya| ment 
platforms that contain millions of screenshots passing before Our 
daily. Malcolm (Allah have mercy upon him) did not share this fatal 
Instead, he took initiative. He wrote out the entire dictionary to balm 


civilisation, law, and most importantly, black suffering. 


Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (Allah be pleased with him) said 


“Learn, so that after you have learnt, you can act” (3) 


Little to X 
The obvious context of the suffering of African Americans is because 


they were the descendants of slaves. The transatlantic slave trade 
which existed from the 16th to the 19th century, involved the 


transportation of slaves from West Africa by ships mainly to the 
are Muslims, : 


Americas against their will. Nearly a third of the slaves we 


Some chose the path of suicide by jumping overboard. Others chose 
s and there 


the path of fighting back against the captains of the ship 
were many small and large rebellions when slaves arrived in the 
Americas. Those who made it to the Americas were relega' 


1 to sub- 


‘surnames of their slave masters, losing their 
‘ela In eigerent cultures, a name arises from 


IrisOn, with their leader Elijah Poole later becoming 
ad, Who claimed to be a prophet to black people and 


r to Eaeoleical beliefs that do not concur with sia 


= old friends, gangsters and Elijah 
Im (Allah have mercy on him) would late 


“i ht ms 
face in their day-to-day life. He also set up a newspaper called is 2 ; Ous at the death of the late president. He was 
‘Muhammad Speaks’ that propagated the ideas of the Nation of isi 3 = m speaking to the media for 90 days by the Nation 


Malcolm (Allah have mercy upon him) travelled all over the count lly being told not to comment on the 


debating civil rights leaders, including Dr Martin Luther King Jr Theil q y Burin penis eienwhich SA st Te ena 
leaders he debated with proposed different solutions to deal With (penne “i dito the Middle East, including the Holy Land o ze 
same problem. Malcolm’s (Allah have mercy upon him) methodolgil kk 5 W rat some Call ‘the transformative last year of his life’. 
was to make peace with those who want peace, and violence with & 
those who want violence. Turning to violence was not his first call, Ai Eo og 
he refused to turn the other cheek against degradation, abuse ang IuummnMnelee ars JOf his life, Malcolm x (Allah have mercy on him) 
murder. He became a controversial figure in the American media foil 4 r : elf to an even greater degree. The evolution of his 
challenging ideas on white exceptionalism and calling for equal righ — appt and ¥ t00K another direction when he travelled to Makkah 
Be= the Hajj. This would be the point in his life where 
vould tran tion to the truth, orthodox Sunni Islam, after having 
5 st transtio ned gto falsehood in the form of the Nation of Islam. His 


fy 
re 


This led to Malcolm (Allah have mercy upon him) being under the cldga 
surveillance of the FBI, NYPD and the CIA, with the latter aiming to @ 
isinfiltrate the Nation of Islam. Edgar Hoover, the then-head of the rail 
F became concerned about Malcolm X (Allah have mercy upon him), Tha 
FBI plotted to create a rift between the two leaders, Malcolm and @ E a 
Elijah, to sow the seeds of discord. In the year 1962, Malcolm X (Alla zen! Barat, no matter who tells it. I'm for justice, no a 
have mercy upon him) came to discover through the son of Elijah, @ wh itis for o F against. 'm a human being, first and foremost, ap 
Wallace Muhammad, that Elijah had fathered six illegitimate children me mfor Whoever and whatever benefits humanity as aw 
with women in the Nation of Islam. At the same time, President John i r utr ach spread beyond the suffering of only bl 
Kennedy was assassinated. Elijah Muhammad instructed the Nation off Ame Benourh it Was his primary concern. DUE 
Islam to refrain from making any comments in the media. After a X a e mercy on him) had some of his deepe 
lecture, Malcolm X (Allah have mercy upon him) was quizzed by the ie c ighte nts, as millions have every year whe r 
media on his thoughts about the assassination, to which he famously iy ri 
replied, § 


“Being an old farm boy myself, chickens coming home to roost never 4 4 Hin the Muslim world.” 
did make me sad; they always made me glad.” y 


Malcolm X (Allah have mercy upon him) was referring her: : WA mercy on him) adopted the title andl j 
Kennedy’s assassination as a taste of the violence that An had | Shabazz: As Muslims, we need to take heed that ¢ ther 
been inflicting around the world. He was plastered in the (3s | watching us and slowly building their perception” 


This highlights the importance of outward actions and ENB aging wits 

the outer world, not solely within our inner circles. As the above 

statement reminds us, even though we may not be as cognisant tha 4 

there is an outer circle witnessing what is happening in our inner cg rq 

aicolm ( ave mercy on him) was now moving away from the 

d the black supremacist ideology they were upon. He 


others most certainly are. 
true Islam — but this was not without its challenges 


When he was asked what impressed him the most about the Hajj 
Malcolm (Allah have mercy on him) replied, “The brotherhood!” 


“The people of all races, colour, from all over the world coming 
together as one! It has proved to me the power of the One God.’ 


“Never have | witnessed such sincere hospitality and overwhelming ‘ 
Spirit of true brotherhood as is practised by people of a S anda d = 
races here in this Ancient Holy Land, the home of Abrah merica, Malcolm (Allah have mercy on him) set up 
Muhammad and all the other Prophets of the Holy Scriptures pS Eausiirn peesdue, Inc. nich taughtipeople'about 
S i Organization of Afro-American Unity. Malcolm (Allah 
colm (Allah #imnave fe shim) acknowledged that he was “living on borrowed 
ew vision. Helaammaimes , oper enly ideclaring that eiiah Muhammad was not who he set out 


am, 


» Despite job offers from Africa to be a head of state, Ma 
shave mercy on him) chose to return to America with an 


that erases from its society the race problem. Throughout my travels; 

the Muslim world, | have met, talked to, and even eaten with people § 

who in America would have been considered white, but the white @ 
er a 


attitude was removed from their minds by the religion of Islam 


As Allah says, 
logy, the two holding drastically opposii a 


Or equal rights. However a year before his d 
Im X X (Allah have mercy on him) sent a telegi amt 


the diversity of your languages and colours. 
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Luther King Jr., who was due to hold a march that would have seen 


members of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) causing trouble. Mand all those that followed him — is that he did so 


In his telegram, Malcolm X (Allah have mercy on him) said, 


“We have been witnessing with great concern the vicious attacks of ™ 
the white races against our poor defenceless people there in St 
Augustine. If the Federal Government will not send troops to your aig ae y : 
just say the word and we will immediately dispatch some of our aaagenere aera Hessons to derive from the life of Malcolm x (Allah have 
brothers there to organise self-defence units amongst our people angm 

the Ku Klux Klan will then receive a taste of its own medicine. The dag 

of turning the other cheek to those brute beasts is over.” 


Udged as per their ending. Look at where Malcolm X 
We on him) started oid Ain trouble he act into. Then 


Malcolm (Allah have mercy on him) then sent a telegram to the leadg : 
of the KKK warning him that he would bring his men to defend Dr 
Martin Luther King Jr. should the KKK disrupt his rally. He threateneq § 
_ the white supremacists that he and his men would defend King and hig 
y people “by any means necessary.” 
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iphis OM nV ords, “| loved Elijiah more re, Elijiah loved himself.” But 
| Yocolm X (Allah have mercy on him) was sincere and had a clean 

| art | en e Allah guided him to the correct version of Sunni Islam in 
its s most pure. sform. We also learn that when you are outspoken, J 
t ae é honest, your enemy circle grows and sometimes it can : 
[ wu your life. Allah grant us these qualities. Ameen , 


To conclude, there are many lessons we can learn from the life story of 
Malcolm X (Allah have mercy on him). He was a man who lived by 
principles of bravery, courage, and resistance, he was also 
intellectually disciplined, a man who recognised that the plight and 
suffering of others are much bigger than one’s own, he promoted §& 
Islam in a time of great hostility. Malcolm X (Allah have mercy on him} " 
addressed imperialism, racism, and othering — discussions that are till 
prevalent in our time. The concern of Malcolm xX (Allah have mercy on} 
him) is the concern of us all. He placed self-sacrifice above self- ; 
interest. He taught not only moral compassion but also mora 
consistency and above all, he applied the Hadith of the Prophet @ 
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Erture by Dr Uthman Lateef 


“The best type of Jihad is speaking a word of truth in the presence of | 
a tyrant ruler” [5]. 
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him) is the concern of us all. He placed self-sacrifice above self- f. 
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First World War, a group of a scholars and freedom 


ana Mahmud Hasan (Allah © mercy upon him) was 
y Boe Byles on the island of Malta in the Mediterranaiay Ol 


informa a about where these Indian freedom vt 


‘incarce erated from February 1917 until their releagly 


; 7 Empire I in 1gi4 and remained so until its independ 
island WN las used as a shipping way-station and flee 


Britain, and Was particularly important following@l 
“Suen Canal in 1869. |t was considered an importat 


India from the UK and during the First World War became known as a 
the Nurse of the Mediterranean due to the large number of woundegiy 
Allied soldiers housed there. The island's capital, Valletta was also tha 
location of the Royal Navy’s Mediterranean Fleet’s headquarters prig e. 

to the Second World War. This command was subsequently moved ti 

Alexandria, Egypt in 1937. . 


ns that On arrival at a Maltese port on 21 February 1917 

hi ud Hasan (Allah have mercy upon him) was 

ithe prison camp by vehicle whereas he himself and the 
p were marched to the ‘camp’. Being an island, there 
sly be several ports on Malta and it would only make 
ilies to have brought POWs to its military port which 
Walletta Harbour. It would also be assumed that with so 
M transit, the place of their imprisonment should be close 
arbour. On arrival, Mawlana Mahmud Hasan (Allah have 
him) Was transported in a vehicle due to old age whilst his 
were marched to their place of imprisonment, someth ng 
that the POW camp must have been in walking distance 
Barbour. 


Just over a kilometre from Valletta Harbour is Fort Verdala (also 
as Verdala Barracks) that the British built in the 1850s and used to 
house British military until 1977. During both the First and Seco 
World Wars, Fort Verdala was used as a Prisoner of War (POW) camp s 
Verdala also had a section known as St Clement's 

Retrenchment. During World War One, POWs were kept in severa 

# camps in Malta located a short distance from Valletta Harbour where 

the oyal Navy’s Mediterranean Fleet was headquartered. These POW 
camps were Verdala Barracks, Salvatore Fort and Polverista Barracks. i 


jgue, Mawlana Husain Madani (Allah have mercy upon wm 
/ mention Fort Verdala per se. Instead, he describes 


in incarceration as a large castle or fort (qila’) consistingam 


There are several books that mention Shaykh al-Hind Mawlana 
Madmud Hasan, Shaykh al-Islam Mawlana Husain Ahmad Madar 
(Allah have mercy upon them), the Silk Handkerchief Movement and 
their incarceration in Malta: Naqsh-i-Hayat, Asiran-i-Malta, Tahrik 
Reyshmi Rumal, Husain Ahmad Madani — The Jihad for Islam and 
India’s Freedom by Barbara D. Metcalf, and Maulana Husain Ahmad 
Madni — A Biographical Study by D.R. Goyal. All of these books ar 
excellent resources in understanding the contribution of Muslim |nd 
scholars in the independence struggle. While they all mention t! 
these Indian freedom fighters were in Malta during First Wor! 
they do not specify where they were exactly interned. 


is, Moats, nies, pen peace and man y building 


en Built in the 1850s as a military barracks: 
tle was sectioned into different areas Usin 


Probably, the most detailed book on our elders’ time in Maltz 
Shaykh al-Islam’s travelogue, The Prisoners of Malta. There ar all 
reasons why | believe that the scholars were interned at Fort q 
In his travelogue, Mawlana Hussain Madani (Allah have mercy 
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their incarceration in Malta: Naqsh-i-Hayat, Asiran-i-Malta, Tahrik-i- i been built in the 1850s as a military barracks. He als wr; 
Reyshmi Rumal, Husain Ahmad Madani — The Jihad for Islam and ‘ F tle was sectioned into different areas using bart 
India’s Freedom by Barbara D. Metcalf, and Maulana Husain Ahmi rea given a different name. 
Madni —A Biographical Study by D.R. Goyal. All of these books are 
excellent resources in understanding the contribution of Muslim ndiati Ma\ A 
scholars in the independence struggle. While they all mention that 4 4 tail Bitoman Military Cemetery in Marsa and pro 


these Indian freedom fighters were in Malta during First World War, 


they do not specify where they were exactly interned. 


Probably, th j ‘time i 2 Ye i 
ee i f , ae isda: a on our elders’ time in alta an Hasan (Allah have mercy upon him) and his ¢ 
J Sete = eee nels Of Malta. There are seve often visit the grave of this soldier whenever 
reasons why | believe that the scholars were interned at Fort \ ; : 
In his travelogue, Mawlana Hussain Madani (Allah have mercy 
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Rahman (Allah have mercy upon him) narrated the following Story : 


concerning events after Mawlana Mahmud Hasan’s (Allah have mena } Sameenarrested by the Sharif in Makkah (Nagsh-i-Hayat) 
upon him) passing. : 4 Bes 


y 


Mawlana Mahmud Hasan passed away in the year 1921. His body i 
lifted from the residence of Hakeem Ajmal Khan who was a well- 

known Hakeem and a disciple of Mawlana Mahmud Hasan (Allah have 
mercy upon him). It was brought from Delhi to Deoband and when the 
cloth was removed from the waist for washing, it appeared that thera 
was neither flesh nor fat on it. Upon seeing this the people began 


i prisoned in Giza jail (Naqsh-i-Hayat) 
3 


9335 (15 February 1917): Given passports and ordered <8 
fa) (Asiran-i-Malta and Safarnama Asir-i-Malta) Be 


Nae Ty 


crying. When Mawlana Husain Madni (Allah have mercy upon him), 
who taught Hadeeth at Darul Uloom Calcutta at the time, came the ™ 
people related the matter to him. He wept and said, “Shaykh al-Hindm 
had prevented me from revealing this matter. In the jail of Malta, tham 


(16 February 1917): Travel to Alexandria from Cairo by 


or Malta same day V4 < 
: ’ ae 


11335(21 February 1917): Arrive in Malta (Naash-i- 


am Bilal’s heir, my skin may melt away but | shall never deliver a fatwa 
in favour of the British.” 


have mercy upon him) was in his late 60s. 


Thani 1338 (15 March 1920): Reach Alexandria 
ish-i-Hayat) ¥ 


Reference: Who are the ‘Ulama of Deoband? (English translation of a : 
lecture entitled Sip2 LS _)9/ 5 tugs “ale Delivered by Mawlana Zia ary 
Rahman Faroogqi), Page 33. 
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yhave mercy upow her) 


apter you will have read about Nusaybah bint Ka’b 

GS With her). Lessons from her life were taught to a 
-Ghazali (Allah have mercy upon her) by her father. 
xtraordinary woman who would go on to become a 
Pguably the biggest Islamic movement in modern 

Slim Brotherhood. The only thing that distinguished her 
s Was her gender. 
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s\former Gunatanamo detainee) writes, ‘| had read the 
the Pharaoh, in which al-Ghazali painfully describes her 
kana her imprisonment at the hands of the Egyptian 
the leadership of Jamal Abdel Nasser. However, it was 
iy OWn experience of imprisonment and torture that | 

EW appreciation for this remarkable woman.’ 


prison Memoir is as painful to read as it is inspirational.» 
title of her book, Ayyam min Hayati (Days from My Life), 
W she saw her time in prison. Her life was so much more th 
fars she spent incarcerated, but it was how she fai 
at resounds through the ages. i 


al-Ghazali al-Jubaili (Allah have mercy upon her) 
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appreciation for this remarkable woman.’ 


@ of her book, Ayyam min Hayati (Days foi “Mg Life ’ 
‘belies how v she Saw mah time in prison. Her life was so much m 


fjomes [When] a clash is apparent between your personal 
BcOnOomic activities on the one hand, and my Islamic 
ther, and that | find my married life is standing in the 
hand the establishment of an Islamic state, then each of 
Nour OWN Way. | cannot ask you today to share with me 

ts itis my right on you not to stop me from Jihad in the 
Moreover, you should not ask me about my activities 
mujahideen, and let trust be full between us —a full trust 
manand a Woman; a woman who, at the age of 18, gave 
tovAllah and da wah. In the event of any clash between the 


society. She joined the Egyptian Feminist Union, but this was to be ay 
short sojourn when she quickly resigned after concluding that Islam@e 
a holistic ideology contained all that was needed to promote the ca se 
of women. After all, her great childhood inspiration had been Umm§ 
‘immarah (Nusaybah bint Ka’b, Allah be pleased with her). With 
renewed vigour, she founded Jama’at Al-Sayyidaat Al-Muslimaat 
(Muslim Women’s Association) in 1936. 


Through her hard work and commitment, Zaynab (Allah have mercy @ 
upon her) soon came to the attention of the founder and head of thel 
Muslim Brotherhood (Al-Ikhwan Al-Muslimeen), Hassan al-Banna_ 
(Allah have mercy upon him), who wanted her to lead the women’s & 
branch of the organisation, the Muslim Sisterhood (Al-Akhawaat Al- § 
Muslimaat). 


arriage to impede her work, which she [ovalces as Jihad. 


" the Ottoman Caliphate was abolished. The purpose of the organisatio ) 
Was to challenge the multitude of ideologies that had spread into the 
psyche of Muslims and to instil in them a vision and a method for the § 
reestablishment of Islam and the caliphate. This mammoth task ; 
required Muslims to return to their faith through education and actionyy 
and it required everyone who believed in its aims to take part a 


At first, Zaynab (Allah have mercy upon her) refused to join the 
Brotherhood but soon became convinced of its aims and merged 
Own organisation with it. By the time it was dissolved by the Egyptian 
government in 1964, Al-Akhawaat Al-Musliaat had three million 

followers. 


She had not intended to get married whilst pursuing her passior 
she eventually did. However, what stands out is that even in ma 
her single-minded devotion to the cause of Islam superseded 

everything. In her prenuptial agreement, she stated: 


¥ ; i 
Z poe a A 5S 
My righteous husband would hear the knock on the door inthe ; i d to force her to give up the names of her 
middle of the night and would get up to answer it. He would let ‘eats and other members of the Brotherhood. She refused. They 
whoever was our visitor into our study room, then he would wake ml stude in front of her and lashed them in order to get 


up with extreme care and say, ‘Some of your children are in the study e@ her. They refused. One of them was Mohammed 
room and they must be tired from travelling. Before going back to arent an at the time, now imprisoned by the Egyptian 
sleep, please wake me up in case you pray in congregation if that is srnment facing a death sentence as the Supreme Guide of the 
alright with you.’ And indeed, | would wake him up.” ir Bro sod. | met him during the Arab Spring in 2012 [2]. 


We would be hard pressed to find any husband so understanding andl 
accepting today — and any woman so committed. But Zaynab al- 
Ghazali (Allah have mercy upon her) was being prepared by her nother oc casion during her interrogation, Zaynab al-Ghazali (Allah 


Creator for a test that most men would fail. pave mercy Onher) was placed in a cell that was slowly filled with 


Believing Jamal Abdel Nasser to support the cause of Islam, the tempt to terrorise her with the prospect of drowning 


Brotherhood had initially supported his military coup against King : Despit C is)she held on to her cause and her faith. She had nc 
Farouk. However, after taking power, Nasser increasingly sawthe 4 water 2 judhu (ritual purification), but she did not let that or 
Brotherhood as an existential threat. He accused them of attempting } the pain the torture prevent her from praying. She 
to assassinate him and had two of their leaders executed. These made tayammum (dry ablution) and bore the pain by ment 
leaders were replaced by Abdul Fattah Ismail, Sayyid Qutb, and Zaynah i : ah, as well as reciting prayers and vers 
al-Ghazali. Zaynab (Allah have mercy upon them) would be the only 
r one of the three to survive Nasser’s coming purge. 


At first, the military regime arrested rank-and-file Brotherhood . fe y had forgotten they too were Muslin 
members, then they went for the leadership. Zaynab was mentally i 
prepared for what was coming, but it was a shock nonetheless. |n 
1965, they finally came for her. 


What happened over the next few days forms the most heart scree ay longer. | raised my voice to Allah. 
wrenching part of Zaynab al-Ghazali’s (Allah have mercy upon her . @ Allah! O Allah!’ Whilst the whips tor 
ordeal. She was brutally tortured and humiliated in ways difficult ' 4 found ca tentment and affinity with Allah. | 

read or relate. Dogs were unleashed on her and ripped out bits of they tried @ awaken me to take more punis 
flesh. She was whipped, beaten, denied food and sanitation, mad fi Bdiunable to pull myself up, | trie 
sleep on a concrete floor, dressed in ripped and bloodied clothe: -Safwat p sisted with his whip. | begged tc 
threatened with rape and execution. floor, bu Shams Badran shouted, ‘No! No 


@ 
Call Him to save you from my hands! Yet call [Jamal Abdel] Nasser aff 67, Jamal Abdel Nasser died, only the torment for him 
you will see what will happen! Answer me, where is your God?” worse and much longer. Four years later, Zaynab al- 
| lave mercy upon her) was freed under an amnesty by 
Brotherhood. She took the pen and paper and, in another act of i Sadat. Before her release, IN was asked to sign an 
; : Gesist with her da’wah activities. She refused. 
defiance, wrote: yy 
ns fase, she continued on her path of teaching and inspired 
| have many friends, in many countries, who have known me throught me : 
Islamic da’wah. Our movements on this Earth are for Allah, and He z gound mee nc’ Ceath in 2005 at the age of 88. 
leads those who choose His path. This path is the same as that whichis tne fol unes of the Muslim Brotherhood have gone from leading Egypt 
the Prophet = and his Companions (Allah be pleased with them) : prisonment and killings in the space of a few years. Prison 
followed before us. Our aim is to spread Allah’s message and to call foR jonymous With their experiences, even as the last of Zaynab 
the implementation of His rule. | call you, in the Name of Allah, to (Allah Nave mercy upon her) students languish once aoa 
leave your jahiliyyah, renew your Islam, pronounce the shahadah, and™ in tian dungeons. 3 
submit and repent to Allah from this darkness that has swathed your @ : “= : 3 i 
hearts and which prevents you from doing any good deed. If you do Se “ie oa” Base stion that the legacy of Zaynab (Allah have } 
perhaps Allah will take you out of this abyss of jahiliyyah and bring you Mae@umposes on us. In our homes, communities, and a 


fave We nurtured societies and environments that could 


to the light of Islam.” a 
i@uceitne likes of Zaynab al-Ghazali, or have we surrendered? 


When the torture failed, they attempted to entice her with offers of 
money, position, and power. They claimed others had accepted, but 


a/ 


knowing this only hardened her resolve. 


Her ordeal did not end there. Unbeknownst to her, Zaynab’s (Allah have 
mercy upon her) husband had been arrested for refusing attempts by the 
authorities to get him to divorce his wife. Not long after, she heard that he 

had died in prison. 


In prison, she also received tragic news of the execution of her colleagu: 
Abdul Fattah Ismail and Sayyid Qutb (Allah have mercy upon them) 
Shortly after this, she was taken to court and handed a 25-year senten is | 
would have broken most people, but Zaynab (Allah have mercy upor 

had trust in the promise of Allah — success in this life, or the next. 
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Epilogue 


{ e story Of Prophet Moosa (peace be upon him) — born 
| oppressive regime where baby boys were put to death. 
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yArkowWere amongst those who were poor and oppressed 


66 The pious men will depart one after 7 smber the Story of Prophet Yusuf (peace be upon him). His 
another, the remains of people, like the 4 bidiscussing this with their father, they threw him into a well 
residue of barley and dates will be left. ay 
Allah will not care for them (not raise 

them in value and esteem). ? 
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(Bukhari) 


of My favours, My trials and My anger. O Dawud, any of My servan 
who helped an oppressed person and stood by him in his oppressed 


(Al-Bayhagqi). 


d to kill Prophet Muhammad @. During his stay in 
commanded him to spread the message over and 
boundaries of Makkah. In his plight, he was often 4 af 
ed/and taunted, rejected from the norms of society. of ¢ 


There will come a time when one feels oppressed and contrary to 
popular belief, Islam is not the cause of oppression, rather the 
expectations of societal norms that curb one’s ability to practise Islan 
correctly is what is truly oppressive. The Muslim world talks 

about oppression all the time. 


Bver he Was in doubt, whenever he was in fear, he stood by 
Mands in patience, and sometimes in silence, and his A ‘ 
javering faith in Allah kept him on the right path, followed by the , / | 
ul Of Muslims, who were amongst the poor and those who 
Ontinuously oppressed by the Quraysh. , ; 


Muslims in Muslim-minority countries often feel oppressed when 
having to deal with discriminatory practices. Muslims in Muslim- 
majority countries face oppression in other forms — through 
challenging governmental policies or occupation by other nationals - 
whether Muslim or non-Muslim. 


/sworld, whenever the feeling of grave oppression arises, 
Sthe journey of Prophet Muhammad © to where and how he 
disiam today. Remember the journeys of all the Prophets 
Spe upon them) before him, how some of them nearly died. 
ber that some of them never had followers 


” 


On a smaller scale too, there are instances where you can feel stifled 
or have your freedom impeded and even to a certain extent, you may § 
feel forced to compromise your beliefs or principles. This is where it 
gets tricky, while there should not be a compromise of faith, how does 3 
one prevent him or herself from falling into doubt. | 


mber that many of them were not able to convey the conneet 
Sage, and the faith they brought were grossly distorted 


Amongst those who experienced the worse types of oppression were 
the Prophets of Allah (peace be upon them). Very few of them were 
born into rich families for a start, and even if they were given power 
and position thereafter, they were asked to renounce their worldly 
gains to spread Islam, so none of them were able to use “riches” t 
influence others. In this materialistic world, this only meant for then 
to be shunned from society. 


(peace be upon them) did not even have a frac lor 
Wort that we have today. . 


Besides the stories of the Prophets above, Prophet Muhammad 
forced to live a very fragile life as the Apostle of Allah, before bei: 
able to venture out of Makkah to Madinah. The pagan Arabs 
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ir leaders are your deeds. 


? 99 
-_— r leaders be. 

taran)““°" WM Weyou are, so shall you 
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loaded on him.” ( Bukhari) 


Peihyheten, iio rate tne naa 
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Since there is no book except the Book of Allah that is free from 
deficiencies or errors, we always welcome and encourage any advice, 
comments, criticism and corrections so long as they are scholastic and 
evidence-based. Every effort has been made to ensure that the book is 
free from errors, we are only human and prone to err. 


Allah grant this book His approval, through His mercy and generosity. 4 


To me it is Clear — CK and White. 
YOu fee Odd an i 
Tired, troubled and 


You May not see 
B 


At times 


S fel alone, 
Somet; 


ice has left us, but your le 
Of justice remains In Sha Allah, 


But remember — 
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"Men are becoming an endangered species, replaced by a 
generation of lost boys." Boonaa Mohammed , Canada 
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Mufti Ismail Satia completed his memorisation of the Holy 
Qur'an at the age of 13 in a local masjid, Masjid Sajedeen. He 
later went on to complete Alimiyyah studies at Jamiatul Ilm 


Walhuda, Blackburn. Further, he studied Ifta at Mazahirul 
Uloom, Saharanpur, India. Mufti saheb also spent time serv 
the great Muhaddith Shaykh Muhammad Yunus Jaunpuri (Are 
have mercy upon him). Currently, Mufti Saheb teaches teenage 


boys in Madrasah and also blogs regularly: 


www.mylittlebreathingspace.com 
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